
ELECTIONS: Committeemen or committeewomen for county committee 
to be selected from wards of incorporated citi&s and rro.m 
territory outside of such cities in the township. 

Honorable Hampton T~adale 
Prosecuting Attorn&y 
Cooper Count,-
Boonv1lle. M1aaour1 

Dear Mr. T1adales 

'l'hia will acknowledge receipt ot 70urs ot the 4th_. 
which reads aa followaa 

"I have been aaked to interpret Section 
102?8. R. s. ot Kiaaour1. lg~, insofar 
aa i t appliea to the sel·ection ot Pre­
cinct Co~tteemen ahd C~tteewomen. 

"I would appreciate ,our g iving me an 
opini-on on the following queat1onet 

( 1) Uay Committeemen and Comai ttee.­
women b~ elected tram eaeh vot­
ing pree1not 1n the Count~ in­
stead at Townab1~ Committeemen 
and Committeewomen at tbe August 
Primuy under Section 102'78 R. s. 
Mo. 1929! 

(2) Ia an elector who complies with 
Section 1025? R. s. Mo. li21 1n 
1 ts entirety enti tl•d to have 
h1a or her name pl•ced on -the 
ballot to%" .trec1not .Comm1tteeman 
or Committeewoman at the August 
Primary ele:c..tion? 

(~) In caae an elector t ilea tor 
both Township and l:'rec.inct Com­
mitteeman or Co~tte•woman. doea 
the Township or Precinct tak• 

· precedent • and wbi.ch n•e shoul-d 
be placed on the bal~ot? • 



, . 
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The section to which 7ou reter, to-wit, Section 
10278, reada in part aa tollowa: 

• At tbe Augua t pr1mary each voter may 
write in the space lett on the ballot 
.tor that purpose the names ot a man 
and a woman, qualified e~ectora ot 
the precinct. or voting diatr1ct aa 
the caae may be., tor committea.en 
f or .such townah1p, or voting diatrtct• 
and the man and tlw woman receiving 
the h1gbeat DUIIber ~ votea in suoh 
townahip, or election diatrict, &ball 
be the metnbera of the party committee 
ot the county, or in the cau of a 
city not within the county, ot the 
cit7 ot which auch voting prec~nct, 
or diatrict 1a a 1»- rt1 *** • 

Section l02Sf reada aa followaz 

•The word tcouncy' aa uaed 1n thia 
article ab4ll ~nolude the aeveral 
counties ot this state and the oity 
ot St. Louis, and the word 'precinct' 
and the wo~ 'election diatricta• 
ahall include and refer to warda or 
t o1fllah1pa a a the case may require.. but 
ahall not a pply t o any aubd1via1-on 
leas than n ward within an,- cit.,. aub­
divided into warda, or to any sub­
division le.s• than a townahip in &n7 
count7.• 

The foregoing atatutea have not been interpreted 
b7 the court:s ot th1a State. We th1nk tbat Section 109'18 
~utborisea the voters ot • ach townahip or election diatrict 
to elect a committeeman and oo itteewoman to represent 
that territory on the county commi ttee. S•ction 10284 
provides that •election diatri~ta• aball include and refer 
to warda or township• aa the case may require, and there­
fore, i n view or Section 102?8, we th1Dk ~t eac~ ward 
1n an incorporat.d oit7 would be ~nt1tled to a c~1tte.-
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man and committeewoman and tha t in a township which does 
not contain incorporated cities, such townsbip would be 
enti 'tled t o a eommi tteeman and a cormn..i t.teewoman on the 
county committee. In a t6wnsh1p conta ining one or more 
incorporated cities, the territory in such township out­
side of such i ncorporated city' or cities would also be 
entitled to a committeeman and a committeewoman in ad­
dition to committeemen and commi tteewomen from the wards 
o~ such incorpor ated city or cities. 

In such latter case, t he territory outside such 
city or cit i es would be an election district . \.,e think 
t he statute is quit-e clear that each ward in an incor­
por ated city is entitled t~ a co~itteemnn and a committee­
woman , and in order t o give the territory outside of such 
incorporated city representation on the county committee , 
that t erri tort would likewise be entitled to a commi tteertan 
and a committeewoman. e see nothing in ~e statute which 
would give any pref erence to a coornitteeman or committeewoman 
from the township outside of incorporated cities over the 
committe emen and committeewomen elected from t he wards of 
incorporated citie~ . It would seem to ua that in a to¥;nsh1p 
contain~ an incorporated city of three wards, such town-
ship would be entitled t o f our committeemen and four committee­
women on t he county committee, each ward of such city being 
entitled t o one committeeman and one committeewoman, and the 
territory outside of such eity being entitled to one com­
mi tteeman and one commi t teewoman. 

The proviso in Section 10278 reads u foll·ows: 

" ** Provided, that any qualif ied elector 
i n any such voting precinct or d i strict 
may have his or h er name printed on the 
pr Lmary ballot, or party .ticket on which 
he or she may desire to become a candi-
date for committeeman or committee oman 
by complying ~ith the p;ov1sions o~ sec-
tion 10257, R. s. 1929. 

The language of this Ir oviso . is clear and it defi ­
nitely states that an elector who complies with Section 
10257 is entitled to have h1s name placed on the ballot to 
become a candi date for co~itteeman or eo~tteewoman. 

-. 
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CONCLUSION. 

It is,/therefore; the opinion of this office : 

(1) Each ward in an incorporated city ia entitled 
to one co~ttee.man and one committeewoman on the county 
committee, and in addition t o these, the territory of a 
t ownship lying outside of such incorporated city or cttiea 
and within the township , is entitled to" one committeeman 
and one co~tteewoman on the county committee. 

(2) An elector who complies with Section 10257 
is entitled to have hi s or her name placed on the ballot 
ae a candidate for comu~tteeman or committee oman for either 
t he ward of an incorpora ted city or for the townahip , the 
t ownship committeeman being the one selected from the ter­
ri tory of a t ownship not w1 thin an incorporated city or 
town. 

(3) That there is no prefor.ence between a township 
committeeman and a ward committeeman, each being of e(iual 
rights «nd priorities. If, t herefore , an elector who re­
sides i n a ward of an incorpor ated city, and such ward elects 
a committeeman or committeewoman tor the county committee, 
such elector would not be eligi ble as a candidate· for the 
of fice of towns~p co~1tteeman or committeewoman, since 
he would not reside in the territory of t he townShip outside 
of the incorporated cit7. 

It , however , the warda ot such city are not select­
ing committeemen and committeewomen for the county committee , 
t here would be no reaso.n why such an elector residing in E.uch 
city would not be eligi ble t o the office of t ownship com­
mitteeman or committeewoman, ainoe in t hat case the whole 
t ownship would be the election district from which the com­
mitteeman and co~tteewo.man are being eelected. 

' Respectfully submitted 

HARRY H. KAY 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPROVLDa 

ROY iickiTTRICK 

Attor ney General 


