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It r•condltlon•4 aotor la plac•4 -ta­
car with identiticatien aaab•r en 
traa• th• ayabol 'RC' ahould b• 
plac•d b•tor• numb•r on frame 

November. l 8 , 1938 

Honorable v. H. Steward 
Co~ssioner ot Motor Vehicles 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear Sira 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of October 26, 1938, requesting an opinion from 
this department, which reads a a follows a 

"For a number or years the Ford 
Motor Company, Detroit , Michigan, 
has been pl acing the manufacturer's 
number of the motor vehicle on 
the frame or such motor vehicle 
rather than placing the motor 
vehicle nuaber on the motor block 
as is customary by other motor 
vehicle manufacturers. 

"It has been the practice of 
Montgomery Ward and Company, Sears 
Roebuck and Ca.pan,-, and other 
large merchandiae companies to 
bu7 up 1n l arge quantities old 
Ford V- 8 motors which have no 
numbers stamped upon th•m f or re­
conditioning purposes , and there­
after sell such motors to th• 
general public. It baa been our 
practice to issue or aasign to th• 
owner, a uuaber f or such motor 
which practice we are in doubt is 
the proper way to handle t hia 
matter . This bus 1ness baa become 
so large in its scope that we are 
desirous of knowing whether this is 
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the proper procedure to follow in 
view of Section 7781, R. s . Mo. 
1929, and Section 77Sla, Laws of 
Missouri, 1935,, at page 2g~. It not, 
then what procedure ahoul<i we follow 
in this eonnection.e 

Paragraph (b) of Section 7781, R. s . Mo . 1929, 
reads as foll ows& 

nNo person shall sell, or otter 
for sale, or shall own or have 
the custody or poaaeaaion of a 
motor vehicle, trailer or motor 
vehicle tire on which the orif&nal 
or maDQtacturer•s nu.ber or o •~ 
Ra~illiU!•hliis number haaoeen 
dia rayed, removed, covered , altered 
or defaced.., and no person shall aell, 
offer for sale, own or have the 
custody or poaaesalon of a motor ve­
hicle or trailer having no manu~ 
f'acturer'a number or other original 
number, or distinguishing numbert 
Provided, however, that any person 
being the owner or custodian of, 
or having poaaeaaion of a motor 
vehicle, trailer or motor ve~cle 
tire at the ttme of taking effect 
ot this article, the original num• 
ber of which haa been previous~ 
destroyed, removed. covered, 
altered or defaced, aball, within 
thirty· (30) days after the taking 
e~tect or thia article, appl7 to 
the co~aaioner, on a blank to 
be prepared an~ furnished by said 
commissioner, f or permission to 
make o~ atamp, or cause to be 
made or atamped oa eui)h motor 
vehicle. tra~ler-or motor vehicle 
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tire, a specia l number; ~e ap­
plication tor such permission 
shall contain a description ot 
t he motor vehicle , trailer or 
motor vehicle t ire, the ne.e and 
address of the applicant. the 
date on which he acquired the 
property or the possession 
thereof • and the name and addreaa 
of the person from whom he ac­
quired it and auch other 1ntorma­
tion aa may be required by the 
commissioner.• 

Paragraph (c) of Section 777f, R. s . Ko. 1929• 
reads, in part , aa follows J 

"Certificate of ownerahipa No 
certificate of regiatration ot 
any motor vehicle or trailer, 
or number plate therefor, shall 
be issued b~ the commissioner 
unless the applicant therefor 
ahall make application tor and 
be granted a certificate or 
owner•hip of such motor vehicle 
or trailer, or shall present 
satisfactory evidence that such 
certificate has been previoual7 
issued to the applicant for such 
motor vehicle or trailer . 
Applicati9n ahall be made upon 
a blank rora rurniahed by the 
commissioner and shall contain 
a full description of the motor 
vehicle or trailer, manutaoturer•a 
or other ident1t7~ nuaber, to­
gether with a ata~ent ot the ap• 
plicant•s source of title and of 
an7 liens or encuabrances ' on the 
motor vehicle or trailer. The 
commissioner shall use reasonable 
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diligence 1n ascertaining whether 
the tacta stated 1n such applica­
t ion are true , and. i f satisfied 
t hat the applicant 1a the l Lwtul 
owner of such motor vehicle or 
trailer , or otherwis e entitled to 
have the same pegiatered in hia 
name, shall thereupon issue an 
appropriate cartificate over 
hia signature and s ealed with 
the seal ot his office, procured 
and used f or such purpose . The 
certif icate s hall contatn a 
description, manufacturer•• or 
other identitytng number . and 
other evidences of i dentification 
ot the motor vehicle or trailer. 
as t he co~asioner may deem 
rteceaaary. t ogether with a state­
ment of any lierut or enc:umbrancea 
which the application may ahow to 
be thereon. * * * n 

It will be aeen tram a reading of the above stat­
utes, noting eapeeiall~ tbe underlined parts, that t~ 
owner of a motor vehicle 1s required onl~ to have a 
nuaber on t he motor vehicle, and nowhere ia it required 
that the i denti.tJ..cat.i:Qe number muat be upon the motor. 
The purpose ot kaving an ident ification number or motor 
cara ia to enable the owner thereof to identify hia 
ear, to d1acourag• the theft or automobiles by making 
ident1t1eation easy and provide a means or regulation 
to the State Department havin6 control ot th8 lic-ena­
i ng or automobiles. 

Section 778la, Seaaion Lawa 1935, page 298, 299, 
reads, in part , aa tollowsc 

"Nothing in t his article Shall be 
eonstru~d to prChioi t th~ owner ot 
a certificate of title to a motor 
vehicle iaaued by the secretary or 
state of Missouri rrom ~emov1ng the 
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motor or engine from such motor 
vehi cle and replacing same by a 
reconditioned motor or engine of 
the same make or manufacture , and 
giving such replaced motor or en­
gine the same number as the removed 
motor or engine bore on having same 
installed. 

"Such owner Shall joint Wi th the per­
son removing said motor or engine 
and repl a cing the motor or engine in 
said vehicle in an affidavit, which 
aff idavit shall show the number of 
t he engine or motor removed f r om said 
motor vehi cle covered by said certifi ­
cate of title , the date of such re­
moval and the reason for auoh removal , 
and ahall give a description of t he 
motor or e~ne replaced in said motor 
vehicle, which repl a ced engine or 
motor shall bear the same number as 
the motor or engine removed, but 
shall b.e preceded by the symbol ' RC '. 
~"*** • . 

The evident purpose of the section quoted above 
is to pro t ect the car-buying public by providing that 
every reconditioned motor placed in a vehicle should 
be marked w1 t h the identifying s ymbol of ' RC.' The 
presence of this symbol discloses to any prospective 
purchaser t he true condition of the car , that i s, 
that t he engine is not the original engine but i a 
one that ha s been reconditioned and .plaeed in t h e 
original chaas'is . Aa stated in your r equest, the 
identification number on a Ford car is on the frame 
rather than on the motor. Therefore, under a strict 
construction of Section 778la, supra, since the 
ori~inal engine or motor does not have a number, 
there is not~ to which the symbol ' RC' may be 
attached. However, in a construction of statutes, 
the rule , as stat ed by Judge Lamm in Rutter v. 

.. 
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Carothers , 122 s. w. ~056, 220 Mo. 631, 1. c. 642, 1a 

"but the application of the divine 
injunction that the let~er killeth 
while the spirit maketh alive .• Ac­
cordingly, from the Year Books to 
thia Year of Grace, those are 
recognized canona of conatruction 
which ordain that the naked letter 
of the law must gently and a little 
give way to ita obvious intendment) 
that thoae who interpret the lawa 
must not tmpute tnjuatice to ~· 
lawmaker by so interpreting his 
langua.ge as to unneceasaril7 pro• 
duce harsh and unreasonable results, 
or tmpute to h~ a d1apos1t1on 
callous to natural justice." 

In the Magdal en College Case, 11 Coke 71, Lord 
Coke laid down the rule as follows: 

"It is well settled that laws 
and regulations necessary for 
the protection of the health, 
morals , and safety ot &eeiety 
are atrictl}" within the legitimate 
exer cise o.t the police 'power , and. 
in the interpretation of such . 
remedial statutes, the o.tt"ice ot 

· the judges, it has been said, is 
to make such a e-ons tructi on a a 
will suppress the mis~iet and 
advance the remedy, and to de­
teat all evasions tor the 
continuance of the misCh1er. n 

Since the inten~ and purpose ot the Legislature 
was to place a symbol preceding t~ 1dentif1catio~ 
number so as to show ~e tzue condition ot the ~tor. 
then. if such identification nuaber ia upon ~e 
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frame. that is the number that should be ilaced upon 
the reconditioned engine with the symbol Rc• preced­
ing it. 

This interpretation ia in line with the cases 
quoted above 'Wh1 ch state that the intent of the Legis­
lature must be given effect and that t he statutes 
which promote the protection and safety of t he public 
must be construed liberally. 

CON CLUSiml 

It is• t h erefore. the opinion ot t his department 
that when a reconditioned motor of a t ype of car whiCh 
has the identification number on the frame rather than 
on the motor. is placed 1n a car. then the reconditioned 
motor shoul.d bear the identification number that is on 
the frame but preceded by t he symbol "RC". 

Respe ctrully submitted 

ARTHUR 0 ' 1CEJ .FE 
Assistant At t orney General 

APPROV...!.D: 

J. E. TAYLOR 
(Acting ) Attorney General 

AO' K LC 


