
MOTOR VEHICLES s Motor vehicles shall display to the f~ont and 
sides of such vehicles white lights . The 
Commiss i oner of Motor Vehicle• is authorized 
to deter.mine whether or not lights submitted 
by manufacturers meet the requirements of the 
statutes. 

f..-./) 
September 7 • li38 1 clj 

Hon. v. H. Steward, Commiasioner 
Motor Vehicle Department 
Jetferaon City. Miaaouri 

Dear Mr. Steward t 

Thia will acknowledge 'JOur request tor an opinion 
reading aa tollowat 

"section 77?8 of R. s . 111asour1 1929 
provides that it ia the duty of the 
Commissi oner ot Motor Vehicles to 
approve the k1.nc1 and tn- ot lamps that 
m&'J be sold within thia State b7 manu­
fac t urers. 

At the present time we have numerous 
requests tor apnro~a1 trca varioua 
manufacturers eonoerning varioua types 
ot signal lamps. spot l ights or tog 
lights . llanutaeturera are aubm1tt1Dg 
for our approval spot lighta which are 
used 1n 1"0887 weather. which haTe am­
ber colorod lenses, or other eol.ora 
than white. 

We are tam.U.1ar with the prev1oua 
opinion or your ott ice w1 th r~speot to 
the requirement ot motor vehicles uaing 
no other than wbi te lighta but • uoh 
opinion does not cOYer the precise 
situation with which we are concerned. 

We direct your attention to this Seot1an 
7"178 regarding dirigible search lighta, 
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or lights c--.only known as a pot l1ghta. 
This part of the aection readas 

' utrigible aearch ligbta. or 
lighta cc:anonly known aa apot 
llghta, a ball not be ueed on 
highv.aya withln the lir.dta ot 
mun1c1pal1t1ea eacept 1D e.-rgen-
eiea or when headlighta are 1n• 
adequate owing to raln or f og , 
and then onl.7 1 PROVI DED, the 
abaft ot condensed llgb.t ia 41-
reote4 Clowmrai'Cl below the 1•••1 
ot the lutp, and at no time into 
the e,es ot other peraona• but 
auch lights may be waed at any 
time on public h1ghwa.,.. outaide 
ot the limita of munictpal1t1eaa 
.PROVIDKD, their l ight ia directed 
u hereinbefore required. Jlo 
aearch light, or spot light• shall 
be equipped with a bulb atr6nger 
than twenty-one ( 21) candle power J 
aucb aear~h lights and apot lighta 
shall be eo constructed and mounted 
that their light and d1rect1oa can 
be ful.l7 and eaa117 e ontrolled 
troa the dri.er'a aeat · while the 
vehicle is 1n .otion. (Lawa 1g21, 
lat Ex. Seaa. p. 76)' 

May we call yvur p~rttcular att•ntion to the 
f act that no motor vehicle 1a peraitted to 
d1aplay or project to the tront or aidea 
&n'J other than white light. but that with 
respect to cU.rtgible c-~· spot lighta the 
legi_alature haa made no requirements u 
to thoae k±nd or light·~· 

io·rom a review or your requeat tor an opinion, 1 t 1a be• 
11eve4 that J"OU are ot the opinion that the portion ot the 
atatute whi eh 'JOU h••• set forth would pei'IDit the uae ot 
l ighta o~r than white a1nce the leg1•lature baa made no 
requirement aa to the kind ot light wh1cb 1a to be uae4 1n 
aeuch llgbta or apot lighta. Howe•er, a careM. oona1dera­
t1on ot thia portion ot th8 statute which you have aet f orth 
clearly 1nd1oatea to ua that .. arch lights and spot lighta 
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are the kind and tJPe of lights which mus t be operated 
so that the7 may •be f'ull7 and easily controlled fro. the 
driver's seat." Therefore, i f a light ia mounted on the 
front of a motor vehi cle and directed downward under the 
head lamp. such light must be controlled tram the driTer•a 
seat and be white as hereinafter pointed out. 

From this observation we are lead to a consideration ot 
the statute as a whole. as it is fundamental in the construc­
tion of the statutes that eff ect must be g iven to every word• 
clauae. sentence -and paragraph. The r eason for t his rule 
of construction is at once apparent . Unless ·such a construc­
tion be given t o a s tatute . it would serve to make inopera­
tive other portions of the s tatute and wa can not presume that 
such was the intention of the legislature. State ex rel 
Dauea 14 s. w. (2nd) 990. 

Section 7778 Revised Statutes ot Miss ouri 1929 pro-
vides in part a 

"For the purpose of revealing ita 
position and direction, a motor 
vehicle . while on the highway, 
whether in operat ion or a t rest, 
during the period from one-halt 
hour a1'ter sunset to one - halt' 
hour before aun.riae , and at all 
t~ea when f og or other atmospheric 
conditions render the operat ion 

, of motor vehicles dangerous on the 
h1ghwa7, shall· carry l i ght ed s ignal 
lamps aa herein r equired; such 
l amps shall be so constructed, 
mounted and adjusted as t o project 
the required kind of light s o that 
it shall be plainly visible under 
normal atmospheric conditions 
from a distance of at least rive 
hundred feet 1n the direetivn 
projected . Motor vehicles and 
motortrieycles shall display at 
least two white ligbta mounted 
at the front and directed tor-ward, 
and one red l ight mounted at the 
back and directed to the rear . 
* * {f .;!- ·~ * * * *. !!2 vehicle shall 
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dJ.apla y ~ Dro 1ect l,2 1lll. front ~ 
aidtt AQ1 other t han white liGht. 
m:, .a.wm aha.dea u a.t.§. cqeppN.x JmOJP 
Jm4 reoomizld u. white, and no 
vehicle shall display at the back, 
or project toward t he r ear. any 
other than a r vd l i ght . • 

• 

A reading of tnia portion o f tbe atatute clearly indi­
catea that i t was enacted 1n view ot prcaotins the aat'ety 
ot peraCJW an the highways. Blaahrield Vol. I I p . 858 ; 
Berry Vol. II P• 4r52 . lienee, s uch a statute a b ould receive 
a liberal conatruct1on in harmonJ w1 th the purpoae under­
lying the enactment. Luak va. Public Se"ice Cc.aiasion 
210 s. w. 72J State ex rel vs . Beeker 2~S s. w. 641. 

Your particular attention !a directed to the strongly 
worded inhibition reading a s t'ollowa, "Bo nhiole shall 
display or project to the front or side a any other than 
wh1 te lighta, or such shade a aa are cc:.nonl7 known and 
recognised aa \lhi te". Anotl:e::- portion o t' the same s t atute 
r eada: 

"Head lampa ahall be e quipped with 
lampa bulbs ot' web candle power as 
is necessary to reveal objects one 
hundred and tit t y ( 160) feet ahead" 

When we cons i der - theae port1ona at the statute together, 
and we conaider t hem plain without room f or con truction . 
it obvioual7 f ollows that mot~ vehicle• muDt diaplaJ at 
leaat two white lighta or aueh ahadea aa are e~nl7 re­
cogniz~aa White mounted at the front and be of aueh in­
tens ity a s to be visible under nor.mal atmospheric condit1ona 
at l eaat tive hundred (500) t eet i n the direction the 
vehicle 1s travel~ and be able to reveal objects one 
hundred fUt7 ( 150) re t ahead. 

A detai led exam1nat1on of this lengthy statute with 
respect aa to the requir ement ot t he va~1oua types or ligbta 
does not reveal an7 p orti on of the aame to l.1m.1t t he appli­
cation or the wae ,of the white llghta or l ight• of auch 
ahac1es aa are e0111n0nl7 known and recogniied ae white . The 
only requirement 1n thia reapect relate• to the 1ntene1t7 o~ 
t h e light projected. 'l'here.tore. it f ollowa that searchlights 
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or spot light s must be white or of such s hades as are 
commonly known and recognized as white . 

Ir manufacturers are submitt ing lights to you for 
app roval which are of a color other than white and such 
lights are commonl7 lmown and recognized as being white 
and meet the requirements of the statute w1 th respect 
to reveal ing objects and being visible within the 
specified distances , then sueh lights anould ·be approved. 
On the other hand, if such l i ghts submitted are not 
white or of such shades as are cOIBmonly known and recog­
nized as white, they should be disapproved. In t his 
r espect we observe that the legislature, in the same 
section of the ~tatute, said that: . 

•The Commissi oner shall make, or 
cause to be made such indoor and 
road teats as ~e may deem neceasary. " 

I 

And f'urther& 

"In the event !:a shall find t he 
l enses or device complies with the 
requirements of t his article he 
shall i s s ue to the applicant a 
certificate s o stating and designate 
thereon the classification and 
max±mum candle power or bulbs per­
mitted ror such lenses or devi ce . " 

1_ 

Obviously• t hese portions ot the atatute were enacted 
f or the purpose of having the Commis ~io~r ot ~tor ~iclea 
determine whether or not l ights meet the requirements of 
the statute . Therefore, as tow hether or not a particular 
color is white or of such shade or white as is coamonl7 
known and recogni zed as bei~g white, 1s a question of tact 
just as is the requirement as to the effieicncy of 11 ghts . 
Hence• this department can not pass upon questions or fact 
mince it is 1~1tod to deciding questions of law. o c. J . 
p . 811, pp 16. 



#6 Hon . V. H. Steward September 7. 1938 

CONCLUSI ON 

In view of t he above , 1 t is the opinion or thia depart­
ment that no motor vehicle s~all . d1splay or project any leaa 
than two white lights mounted at the tront and directed 
forward , nor shall any notor vehicle diapla7 or pro jeet 
to the f r ont or aides any, other than white lights or such 
ahadea as are commonly known ·and recognized as being white . 

Reapecttu1ly submitted, 

RUSSELL C. STONE 
Aaaiatant Attorney General 

AP.PROVED z 

3 . :e . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney General 
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