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University of Missouri, through Agricultural 
Extension Service, to cooperate with Federa l 
Government in connection with conserva-

v 

tion of natural resource s 

.. January 7 , 1 93 8 

Honorable Lloyd c. Stark 
The Governor of Missouri 
Jefferaon City. Missouri 

Dear Governor Starkz 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of December 9 , 1937, in which you paaaed on to this 
office the inquiry of Congreasman Phil Ferguson as to 
what board, bUEeau or elective offices t his State has 
legally created to deal with the Federal Government 1n 
matters pert-aining to soil conservation. flood control, 
recla.mati·on, power developments, and the general con­
s ervation of natural resources. 

Your attenti on is directed to s . B. 41, approved 
June 24, 1 937, and found at pages 175•177, Laws of Mis­
souri, 1 937. 

Section 1 of said act provides: 

"In order to cooperate with the 
Federal Government 1n bringing 
to t he farm people of Missouri 
the full benefits of an Act by 
the Congr~as of the Ynited States. 
approved February 29 , . 1g3s, and 
general~y known as the Soil 
Conaervati on and Domesti• Allot­
ment Act the policy and purposes 
of wh ich are set forth in Section 
7 (~) of the Act as tollowsz '(1) 
Preservation and Lmpr ovement of 
soil fert1lity ; (2 ) promotion of 
t he economic use and conservation 
of land; (3 ) diminution of 
exploi tation and wasteful and 
unscientif ic use of nati onal soil 
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resources; (4) the protection 
of rivers and harbors against 
the reaulta of soil erosion in 
aid of maintaining tbe navigabili­
ty of waters and water couraea and 
in aid of flood controlJ * ~ * * * ' 
the State of Missouri through ita 
Legislature hereby accepts the pro­
visions and requirements of said 
Act . " 

Section 2 or said act reada as followsa 

nThe Curators of the University 
of Missouri (hereinafter referred 
to aa the CUrators ) acting by and 
through the Agricultural Extension 
Service by it carried on 1n con­
nection with the College of 
Agriculture of the University of 
MiasoU1"1, are hereby designated aa 
the agency of the State ot Missouri 
to administer any pl ana authorized 
by this Federal Act which shall be 
approved by the Secretary ot 
Agr iculture of the United States 
(hereinarter referred to as the 
Secretary of Agriculture) for the 
State of Missouri pursuant to pro­
v1sio~ of said Soil Conservation 
and Domestic All otment Act ." 

Sections 3, 4 and 6 of said act set out in de­
tail the powers and duties of the CUrators of the University 
i n carr~ ou t the purposes of the act . In addition to 
the foregoing agency directed by law to cooperate with 
the Federal Gover.nment 1n connection with some of the sub­
jects inquired about , we find that Section 13702, l!ev1sed 
Statutes Missouri 1929 , provides as followsa 

"The board of managers of the 
bureau of geology and mines is 
hereby directed to make a survey 

\ 
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of the water resources of the 
state. including the determina­
t ion of water power, flood pre­
vention , area of watersheds , 
underground water supply. ~emical 
composition of waters, and to show 
locati ons where power can be 
generated, and the amount and 
character of l ands that would be 
1nurtdated by the erection of d~ 
to secure water power.l * * * *" 

Section 13704, Revised Statutes Missouri 1929• 
dir~cts the ~ork set out in the f oregoing s ection, 13702,. 
to be done "in c ooperation with the United State• geo­
logical survey_ and other gover.nm~nt.!.!!!! state bureaus." 

The Conservation Co~ssion created by Amend­
ment Number Four to the Constitutio~, page 614 , Laws ot 
1937 , vesta in tha t body t~ control, management , restora­
tion, conservation and regulation of the bird, fish , game , 
fores try and all wild li..fe resourcea of the state, and 
said amendment also authorizes said Commission to "acquire 
by purchase, gift , eminent domain, or otherwise, all 
property necessary • uaa"'fut or convenient .for the use ot 
the Commission or t he exerciae of any of its powera here­
under.• 

CONCLUSION 

±t 1a- therefore , the opinion of this office 
that the curators of the University of' Missouri, acting 
by and through the Agricultural Extension Service by 
it carried on in connection with the College of A8r1-
culture of the University of Missouri , is the proper 
agency of thia atate· to cooperate with the Federal Govern­
ment in matters pertaining to soil con.ervation, flood 
'cont:rol , ree~mation, and the general conservation of 
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natural reaourcea and that the Board of Managers of the 
Bureau of Geology and Mines may alao cooperat e with the 
Federal Government on the matter of flood control and 
water po~er and that t he Conservation Commission can 
cooperate with the Federal Government in connection with 
certain natural resources . 

APPROVED 

ROY McKrT1'RIClt 
Attorney General 

HHK LC 

' 

Very respectfully 

tf..ARRY H. KAY 
Assistant Attorney General 


