
COUNTY BUDGET ACT: In co~nt~e s o~ less than 150- 9 0 0 inhabitants 
not necessary f or off icer tb c~ll £or bids, 
by advertising or otherw~se , for purchase of 
supplies. 

J 
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·onorable J ollll ,lj • moot 

..:rosecu ting .Attor ney 
.> cotland County 

J~ 
!fJ.emphi s , liii s s auri 

Dear .Sir: 

Thi s Department is 1n r eceip t of your letter of · 
January 19th, requesting m opinion relative to the County 
Budget Aet as passed by the General As sembly 1n 1933. 
Your question i s as f ollows: 

"Does Section 19 require that every 
purchase of supplies made by a county 
officer be advertised 1n a newspaper 
or notice posted on a bulletin board 
1n the Court House before the County 
Cou rt is au thorized to pay the obliga­
tion so created by the purcha se? It 
an of ficer of the county submits his 
budget f or the f iscal year and se t s 
f orth therein various items that will 
be needed in his office du ring said 
yea r and t he budget is approved by 
t he County Court and State Auditor, 
i s it ne cessary thereaf ter f or said 
offi cer t o call f or bid s by advertis­
i ng in a newspaper or pos ting of 
notice on a bulle tin board 1n the court 
house in purchasing the various itema 
con ta ined in hi s budget bef ore the 
County i s obligated to pay f or said 
purchase s." 

'.L'he County Budget a ct, page 340 , Laws of 1933, con­
tains t went y-two sections. In r eality it i s an act governing 
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t he financial struc ture • r ev enue and expend! ture s of the 
counties according to popula tion, which will be noted by 
dection 9, page 346, as follows: 

"In all countie s in this state, 
now or hereafter having a popula-

. tion of more than 50.000 inhabitants. 
a ccording to t he l ast federal de­
cennial census. t he presi ding judge 
of the county court shall be t he 
budget officer of such county, or 
the county court in any such county 
may designate the county cl erk as 
budget officer. The budget off icer 
shal l receive no extra compensation 
for hi s duties under this ~ .ct. and 
~ections 9 to 20 incl usive of thil 
r~.et shall -apply to such Counties. 

r.nowine t ne Gount y of Scotland to be l ess than 
50,000 inhabitants, the f irst eight sections and Sections 
21 and 22 of t he Budget Act goYern your County excl usively. 
$ection 19 , relating · to contracts . pertains to countie s of 
more than so,eoo inhabitants. 

There i s no provi ~ion 1n the first eight secti ons 
which compels an of f lcer o~ t he county t o request bids by 
advertising ·in newspaper or otherwise f or the purChase of 
various items contained in the budget. ..>ection 3• page 342 1 
of t he •• ct, contain s the provisions relativ.e to the duties 
of the officers t o .furnish the Clerk of the County Court the 
estimated amount required ~or t he payment of s(llary or 
expense of every nat ure during the cur r ent year, and it con­
taina no provision f or requiring bids for supplie s during the 
current year. 

•• .1. 1. ROV .~....D : 

J . ~. TAYLOR 
(a cting ) a t t orne y-General 

0\.N ~EG 

He spect~ly sub~tted• 

OLLIV.l!.R ·,; . NOLEN 
As sistant Attorney- General 


