
ELECTIONS: Last Federal Decennial Censu1 oniy ~ases for 
determining population. 

May 24, 1938 

Hon. H. I . Ruth 
Presiding Judge 
County Court of Butler County 
Poplar Bluff, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

\Ye have r eceived your reques t for an opini on of 
May 6th, which reads as follows : 

"Within the past thirty day's , Mr . 
\~ Gibson, Federal Census repre­
sentative from ashington, D. c., 
completed taking the census of the 
city of Poplar Bluff, with the result 
that the population of t he city of 
Poplar Bl uff, according to his 
o.fficial announcement is now 1 0009 . 

"Under the 1933 laws of our state, 
page 2 40 , section 2, it provides 
.for registration of voters in all 
cities having a population of 10, 000 
or more. 

"Wish you would kindly advise me in 
an opinion whether or not the quali­
fied voters of Poplar Bluff will now 
have to register by reason of the in­
crease in population. 

"Your early reply in this connection 
will be greatly appreciated. " 

The Laws of Missouri, 1933, Section 2 on page 240, 
provides as followsa 

"There shall be a registration of all 
the qualifi ed voters in the cities 
of t his State, now or herea.fter hav­
ing a population of 10,000 and less 
than 30 , 000 in habitants, except in 
cities in counties wh ich now have or 
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hereafter may have 150, 000 inhabitants 
or more and in which registration ia 
now provided for by law, whether or­
gani.~ed under general law or special 
charter, which registration shall be 
had under the provisions hereafter aet 
forth; and the population of cities 
wit~n the State containing. such popu• 
lation shall for t he purposes of . tr~s 
article be ascertained from and . deter­
mined by· the last decennial census 
t aken by t he Federal Government . • 

You will observe that t he above section provides 
specifi cally that the population "shall, for the pur­
poses of · t his article, be ascertained from and deter­
mined by the last decennial census taken by the Federal 
Government" . The last decennial census taken by t he 
Federal Government gives the population, as of t he yeal' 
1930, as is provided by t he Federal statutes to wh ich 
·the registration law refers . 

Section 201, Chapter 4, found in 13 U. s . c. A. 
contains this law. I t r eads, in part, as follows: 

"AUTE.ORIZATION OF DECENNIAL CENSUSES: 
SCOPE OF INQUIRI ES : TERHI TORY INCLUDED. 

"A census of population, agriculture, 
irriga tion, drainage, distribution, 
unemployment, and mines shall be 
taken by t he Di rector of t he Census 
in t he year 1930 and every ten years 
thereat:ter. · The census herein pro­
vided for shall include each State, 
the District of Columbia, Alaska, 
Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. * * * • 

The above act was passed 
acted in l i eu of and repealed 
March 3 , 1919, which provi ded 
be taken in the year 1920 and 

J\Ule 18 • 1929 and was en­
a similar enactment of 

that sueh cenaus should 
every ten years thereai'ter. 

aection 202, Chapter 4, found in 13 u. S. C. A., 
provides thata 

"The period of three years beginning 
the lat day of January in the year 
1930 and every tenth year thereafter 
shall be known as the decennial cen­
sus period, and the reports upon the 
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inquiries provided ror in said 
aect ion shall be completed within 
such period.. .u. * * " 

The effect of Section 202 ia, that each peri odical 
decennial census must be completed by the first day of 
January,. three years after the first day o£ January in 
1930 and 1940,. etc. The decennial census period for 
the 1930 census therefore expired on January 1 , 1933,. 
which was prior to the t ime that Section 2 of the 1933 
laws quoted above was passed. Consequently the recent 
census .. which· you state has j-q.st been completed for the 
City of Poplar Bluff, cannot be a part of or connected 
in anyway with the last decennial census as ot the 
year 1930. 

We have not investigated the decennial cen sus of 
1930 to ascertain the population of Poplar ~luff a~ 
given in that report~ It has not been necessary to do 
so in order to write this opinion~ If the population 
of Poplar Bluff ia under ten thousa~, according to 
the said decennial census of ~930• then no regi stration 
of t he qualified voters will be required under the 
terms of Section 2 of the Laws of Miasouri 1 193~. page 
240. If such census shows the pop~ation as more than 
t en thousand and less than thirty thousand, then re ­
gistration will be required. ~he r•c ent cenaua to 
which you 'refer cannot, however, be the determining 
1"ac tor. 

CONCLUSION 

If the population of any city 1n the State of 
Miaaour1 is ten thouaand and less tban thirty thousand 
a c cording to the decennial census taken by the Federal 
Government, as of the year 19 301 then Section 2 of the 
Laws of Missouri, 1933 at page 240, require that a l l 
the qualified voters t herein sha~l register for elec­
tions. 

Respectfully au~tted 

HARRY H. KAY 
Assistant Att orney -Gener a l 

APPROVED~ 

J . E. TAYLOR 
Aaa·istant Attorney General 


