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Ron. E. L. Redman 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Gentry Count7 
Albany, Uissouri 

Dear Jlr . Redman& 

This is in reply to your letter o£ r~oent date 
wherein you request. an opinion fr<D this Department on 
the question of where the venue is ~aid in the case of 
a person receiving stolen property in violation ot the 
provisions of Section 4083 R. s . Missouri 1929. Your 
query goes to the point "Does the statute contemplat e 
t wo offenses, one buying and one receiving stolen pro­
perty , or is it bu~one offense, and will it take the 
delivery and f inal receiving of the hogs to complete the 
fact of the buying?" 

The section to which you refer of buying and 
receiving stolen property is 4083 R. S. Uissouri 1929, 
which is a s followsz 

"Every person who shall buy, or 
in any way r e ce ive , any goods , money, 
right i n action, personal property, 
or any valuable security or eff ects 
whatsoever, that shall have been em­
bezzled, converted, taken or s ecreted 
contrary to the provisions of the 
last four sections, or that shall have 
been stolen from another, knowing the 
same to have been so embezzled, t aken 
or secreted , or stol en, shal l, upon 
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conviction, be punianed in the same 
manner and to the srune extent as f or 
t he steal i ng of money, property or 
other thing so bought or received. " 

From the case which you have re:f'erred to in your 
r equest it seems that these two br others have bought these 
hogs in one county and had them delivered to another county 
and then have hel d them in another county, and you are 
wondering now as to where the venue is laid i n such a ease. 
We note that section 33'78 R. S. l.Ussouri 1929 , f i xes the 
venue of such eases . Thi s section r eads as fo l lows: 

.. When any person shall be liabl e to 
prosecution as the rece iver of any 
personal property that shall have been 
feloniously s t olen, taken or embezzled, 
he may be indicted , tried and conv!cted 
in any county where he received or bad 
such property, notwithstanding such 
theft or embezzlement was commit ted 1n 
another county." 

Re ading these t wo sections together it seema that 
t he of :f'ense of Section 4083 i s the receiving and holding 
of such property and that a per s on may be charged under 
Section 3378 with the commission of t~s of fense 1n any 
county in which he r eceives or hol ds such property , not­
withst andi ng that such property may have been purcha·aed or 
taken in any other county. 

CONCLUSION 

This Department is therefore of the opi ion that 
any person who buys, or in any way receives any goods , money, 
right in a ction, personal property or valuabl e security or 
effect s whatsoever that have been embe zzled, converted, taken 
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or secreted contrary to the provision~ of the criminal lawa, 
or which have been atolen from another knowing the same to 
have been so embezzled, taken , secre ted or stolen may be 
prosecuted.in any county in this state where such party 
may receive or bol d such pro~erty t aken as aforesaid. 

RespectfUlly sub~tted, 

TY:.l!: Vi . BURTON 
Assi stant Attorney General 

APPROVED: 

:1. E . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney General 


