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SOLDI ERS' BONUSt Residence for twelve months prior to April 6,~ 

1917, should predicate all claims for Missouri 
bonuses. 

December 1, 1938 

i: I : . : ., 
I i. L ~ 

Hon. Lew1a M • .Me~ 
Adjutant General 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear General: 

/ I /1 1 \'}- ':) (Du 

We ackno-wledge your reque&Jt for an op1n1on dated 
October 24, 1938• which reada as toliowa: 

"R•: Kirkpratrick, Everett L. 
Claim No. 154.780 

"The above named World War veteran wu 
divorced prior to entering service, but 
had two ch ildren by his first marriage. 
The veteran remarried and waa later 
killed i n s.ervice. Hi a second 1ll f e then 
remarried in 19191. but ia, at t he present 
time, living. The children or thia vet­
eran, by his first wife, are now applying 
for his Missouri ~old!era' Bonua. 

"Are thea~ children the proper cla~anta 
under t he Bonus Lawf It not. 'tbo 1E>uld 
the proper cla~t bet• 

Article IV, Section 44B of t he Miaaouri Constitu­
tion providea the order of payment of Missouri Soldiers' Bonua 
as followaz 

"* ~ * * ihe wite or husband, child, 
mother or father• in the order named and 
none other, of any deeeaaed resident who 
served honorably in the military or naval 
forces~ as provided in t~a section, shall 
be paid the BUill or allowance that auch de­
ceased resident would be entitled to re­
ceive hereunder if such deceaaed resident 
had li ve4J * ~~- ~ * 8Jl4 provided .further that 
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no person aha1·1 be entitled to receive 
t he bon~ herein provided who waa not a 
bona fide resident of the State of Mis­
souri at least twelve months prior to t he 
sixth day of April, nineteen hundred and 
s eventeen, or who baa received a state 
bonua from another state in t he Union. a 

COliCLUSIOJI 

Under the f acta submitted, we are of the opinion 
that the second wife of the deceased veteran is entitled to 
the Soldiers' Bonus under t he Missouri Constitution if abe 
can qua.lif7 aa a resident of the State of Missouri during the 
twelve montha prior to April s. 1917. 

If t he second wife be diaqua1it1ed on account of 
non-residence during that time, then the children of the de­
ceased veteran are next entitled to the bonus of their fat her 
i t t he can quality as t he children of the deceaaed resident 
aold1er, and prove themselves residents ot the State of Mia­
aour1 twelve months prior to April 6, 1917. 

Respectfully submitted. 

WM . OHR SAWYERS 
As sistant Attorney General 

At·PHOVED By: 

J . E . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney Gen~al 
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