
SOLDIERS' BONUS - S . A. T. C. ( Student Army Tr aining Corps) not 
disqualified from receiving Missour i State 
Soldiers ' Bonus . 

June 1 5, 1938 

Honorable Lewis ~ . ~eans 
The Adjutant General 
Jefferson City , Missouri 

Dear General : 

You have asked the At torney General's opLnion on 
the following question: 

"Are the Members of the Student Army 
Training Corps , who were enlisted 
during t he period of the \iorld \;ar , 
that is , between April, l 917 and 
november , 1918 entitled to receive 
the State ~nus under the two con­
sti tutional amendment s authorizi ng 
issuance and sale of lUneteen 1.111-
lion and Six Hundred Thousand .IX>l­
lars of Missouri State Bonds , adopted 
by vo te of the People in 1921 and 
1924 resp ectively for t he purpose 
of paying to each bona fi de resident 
of the State of Missouri , who served 
honorab l y in the military or naval 
f orces of the United States hetween 
the s ixth of April, 1917 , and the 
eleventh of November, 1918 , a Bonus?" 

The tra ining of enrQUees in the Student Army Tr a in­
ing Corp s was undertaken pursuant t o authority conferred by 
Sec t ions 1, 2 , 8 and 9 of the Selective Service law ap­
proved May 18 , 1917 (40 St a t . L, ? t. 1 , p . 76 .) 

·we do not quote the pr ovi sions of the Selective 
Service l aw , but note that s aid Federal l aw and the General 

Or ders and Hull etins of the tar Department pursuant ther eto 
obligated enroDee s in the Student Army Training Corps ( ~ . h . ~ . C .) 
to perform the identical and same ~litary dutie s required 
of any soldier of the \o.orld \,ar, and for said military ser-

-----
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vice they were enlisted and disch~rged as any other Uni ted 
States soldier of the \Jorld \'.ar , and with the same cere­
mcny. At the concl usion of t heir service , their d ischarge 
showed ~Jhether their army service was honor able or dis­
honor aol e , cased upon their service r ecord. 

Article IV , Secti on 44b of the Missouri Constituti on 
pr ovides a Mi s souri soldier s ' bonus as follows: 

, · ** the Gener a l Assembl y shall have 
po er , for the purpose of .oayint. to each 
bona fide r esident of the State of Mis­
souri who served honorabl y i n the 
military or naval f or ces of the United 
St a t es of America a t any time between 
t he sixth day of April, nineteen hun­
dred and s eventeen, and the elevent h 
day of November , nineteen hundred and 
eighteen, a bonus of ten dollars for 
each and ever y month or major fraction 
of a month, that such resident was in t 

ac tive service, *** The Leg i slature 
shall enact such laws as may be neces­
sary to carry into effect thi s amend­
ment . ~·ll-* " 

Student Army Training Cor ps soldiers ar e not men­
tioned in the constitutional ,lJrovision. The legislative 
act carr~g into effect the consti tution on Missouri Sol diers ' 
bonus, is found at pages 7 and 8 , Mi ssouri Laws , 2d Spec ial 
Ses sion 1921. Section 1 of s aid legislative act follows 
clbel y t.11e lalJBUage of t he conat i t u tion, and reads fi B fol ­
l ows: 

"Each ~erson, hereinafter called the 
' soldier ' , who wa s a bona fide resi­
dent of the St ate of li. i ssouri at lea s t 
d~ing the twelve months just prior to 
t he 6th. day of April, 1917, and who 
served honorabl y i n t he military or 
naval forces of t he United States, i n­
cluding army nurses , a t any tLme between 
the 6th d&j of April , 1917, and the 11th 
day of November , 191 8, Shall be en­
titled to r eceive from the State of 
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lows: 

Missouri , out of funds created by 
this act , as a bonus , the sum of ten 
dollars per month f or each month or 
major frac tion of a month that such 
soldier was in active service: ** " 

Section 2 of s aid leLi slative act reads a s fol-

" -!:-* Provided, that the word 'soldier ' 
shall not be cor-strued t o mean or in­
clude pe r sons who served as students 
i n school ar college training cor p s , 
who , in additi on t o military tra~ng, 
received some general educational in­
struction, unless such veraon shall 
have also had service of other 
character in the military or naval 
service of the United States , and 
then the t~e s o spent as students 
in such school or coll ege training 
corp s shAll be counted in compu~1ng 
service under this act : *·~::· " 

CONCLUSION. 

The people intended and voted a bonus t o those 
soldiers who served honora ul y , as shor.n by the constitu­
t ional amendment aGove quoted, and it was not within the 
constitutional power of the ~e0ialattu,e t o elim~nate 
Student Army Training Corps sold:ars as benef~ciariea of 
the Missouri solciera' bonus by defining the word "soldier", 
t hereby excludin£ them from constitutional benefits. 
!hat portion of the legislat i ve act quo ted from Section 2 , 
f)U!Jr a , "'hich iJurports t o exclude Student Army Training 
Cor ps soldiers f'rom the benefits of a lasaow:oi Soldiers ' 
bOnus, this department believes to be unconsti tutional 
and of no force and effect . 

In Section 1 , supr a , the LegislatUI•e follotJed 
the exact l anguage of the Constituti on, and g ave to every 
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pe rson who served honorable i n the military or naval 
forces of the Uni ted St a tes, a bonua . 'l he bonus was 
for honorabl e service in military and naval f orces ot 
tba United States and should not be defeated by any 
legislative definition of the word "soldi er. " 

It is the opinion of this office that Missouri 
boys who served honor a bly in the Student Army 1raining 
Corps , as shown by their army dischar ge, and who are 
other ise quG11£ied t o receive the constitutional 
soldiers' bonus , are not disqualified byree son of the 
f ac t that they ~erved as soldiers in the Student Army 
Traini~ Corps . These claim:J should ue paid as any other 
aoldier t a claim is ~aid. The people by the consti tuticmal 
amondcent so intended. 

Res~ect~ly submitted 

• OIU. SA .. YERS 
assi stant Attorney General 

AI· i ROVW : 

J. L. TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney Genera~ 
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