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POTATO INSPECTION:--Me anin.g of term "shipper". 

June 7, 1938 

Honorable Jewel l Mayea 
Commissioner o£ Agriculture 
Jeff erson City, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Hayes: 

We have your request f or an opi nion which is as 
follows a 

"Artie~e 19, Chapter 87, sect ion 12644, 
Revised Statutes of Missouri , 1929, 
(amended indirectl y as to tit le·s in 
193~), says that t the fees covering 
potato inspection under this Article 
shall be pai d by the shif per to an 
aut horize d representative of the 
commi s s i oner of Agriculture• . 

We shall appreciate your earl y opini on, 
defin ing t he meaning of ' ahipper ', as 
used in Section 12641 , i n or der that 
interes ted pa rties may be ac cordingl y 
1n£or.med prior to the forthcoming 1938 
potato shipping season." 

This opinion turns sol el y upon the meaning of the 
term "shipper" . The term has been defined to mean the consiror. 
N.Y. Central R. Company vs . Singer Manu..!acturing Company, 13 
At l. 111, 114. A person who f orwards freight over a railroad 
is a "shipper". United States vs .- Lehigh Valley R. Company, 
222 Fed. 685, ti86. The term has been extended so as to allow 
recovery of damages b y consi gnee, and means the owner or person 
for whose act t he carriage of the goods is undertaken. Conpagnie, 
Generale & Transatlonque vs . American Tobacco Company, 31 Fed.-
(2) 663, 667 . 
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Section 12643 R. s. Mis souri 1929, imposes upon the 
"shipper" the duty of notifying the Commiss ioner of Agriculture 
of t he "shl pper ' s" intention~ shlp . 

It is therefore the opinion of t h is of fice that the 
term "shipp-er" meana t he owner or person who authorizes the 
transportat ion of pot atoes by common carrier or ot herwise . 
It is t he person who make s the contract, express or i~plied, 
with the carr ier for the shipment of potatoes. 

APPROVED& 

J . E. Tl!toR 
(Acting) Attorney General 

FER aD 

RespectfUlly submitted• 

FRANKLIN E. REAGAN, 
Ass istant Attorney General 


