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.Q · ! -t Boys f'rom 17 & 21 chare;ed1 tried & 
" • ~1,_ , INSTITUTIONS : . / : co11victed as delinquents in Section 

MISSOURI TRAINING SCHOOL 14159 R.S. Moo 1929 may be sent to 
FOR BOYS: Missouri Training School for Boys. 
When male persons b et ween 17 & 21 y rs. ' 
may b e committed. 

February 17, l938 

Mr. J.E. Matthews 1 
Department _of Penal Institutions ~ 
Jefre~son City, Uissouri. 

Dear Sirt 

SUPPLEMENTAL OPINI ON 

F l LED· 

5 
Arter rendering t he opinion da ted January 2~, 1938, 

pertaining to the age limit or persona who maj be admitted 
to the Missouri Training Sab.ool :for Boys , I · find upon read­
ing Section 14159 R. S. Mo. 1929, that there is one e.xcep t 1on 
to the rule. t hat I made 1n that opinion, and I am aubmitti.ng 
the fol l owing a s a suppl emental opinion to the one t o you 
dated January 2? , 1 938. Section 1 41 59 B. s . Mo . 1929 1a as 
.fol l ows a 

"Whenever Ln the state of A~ssour1 any 
minor ot the age of seventeen years or 
over shall commit any of the acts consti­
tuting a del1nquent .child a s defined in 
the statutes of this state "' a pplicable to 
child~n under eeventeen years,. such minor 
may be cau sed to be brout,ht b,. his or her 
parents or lawful guardian or by the pro­
bation officer or by any person in~er­
ested in s a id minor. bef~re a court of · 
re-cord haVing jurisdiction over misde­
meanorS', and tried in the same manner 
as a peraon char.ged w1 th t he conm1ss1 on 
of a misdemeanor,. Up -n the finding o~ 
delinquen cy _. the e our t may proee.ed to 
make such order in the case as may- seem 
to be ror the beat interests of said 
minor, either by commitment to Sl'lY pub­
lic institution. or to any pr.t v.ate insti­
tution wil~ing to recei ve such minor• or 
to the care and custody of any individual 
w1111ng to care for said minor or said 
minor may be left in the care ot his -or 
her parents or guard.ian, subject to the 
supervis~on of the court under suspended 
sen tence; or the court may proceed to 
make any other lawful· dispo i t i on ot the· 
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case.• 

And under Secti on 14161, I fi'bd the words "delinquent 
child" as defined to include a 

•**·::·::""~'HE-*-'~YHH:-w The words 'delinquent child' 
ahall include any child under the age of 
seventeen years who violates any law ot 
this atate , or any city or village ordi­
nance, or Who is incor r igible} or who 
knowingly a ssociat es w1 th thieves, vicious 
or immoral per a on a, or who 1 a growing up 
in idleness ar crime, or who knowingly via~ta 
or enters houae ot i l l - repute ~r any pl a ce 
where any gambling device ia operated} or 
an7 s a loon or dramahop where i~toxicat1ng 
l iquors are sold; or who is either habit­
ually truant from any day school , or who, 
while in attendance at any school , ia in­
corrigible, vicious or imnoral . ~-:~0-i.~!$-*• " 

CONCLUSION 

By virtue of t he provisions of the foregoing section§J, 
t his office ia of the opinion ~at aD7 male person between 
seventeen and twenty one years of age who co~ta any of the 
acta conntituting a delinquent child as defined in Section 
14161, supra, and who 1a charged, tried and found guilty aa a 
delinquent child under the provisions of Secti on 14159• supra, 
may be co~tted to any public institution . 

We are !'urther of the opinion that such minor convicted 
as aforesaid may be committed to the W.asouri Training School 
for Boys . 

Reopecttul ly au~tted, 

'1'YRh Y7 . BURT'JN 
Assistant Attorney General 

APPROVE.Dt 

J . E . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attomey General 
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