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Personal property which ~~essor has 
tailed to assess oannot be assessed 
atter b ooks have been turned over to 
collector. 

).. December 22 • 1 938 

J4r. Edward V. Long 
!roaeouting Attorney 
P1b County 
Bowling ureen. Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

This department is ~ receipt or your request 
tor an orticial opinion which reada aa t'ollowaz 

•The aaaeasor or this County has 
ta1l.ed. to aaaeas peraonal property 
1n aometbiug over 500 oaaea. This 
matter waa not called to the attention 
ot the Board ot' Equalisation and waa 

· not di.aoovered until atter the booka 
had bean .accepted b7 the Collector. 
Ia there any way where the County 
Court or any off icer baa the author! t y 
at this date to make an aaseaament 
tor thia peraonal property ~ch was 
not aa .. aaed by the Aaaeaaort• 

11b1le JU.aaour1 baa statutes which provide tor t he 
aa .. aament or real. property 1lben the .... baa been omitted. 
Seationa 9?88, 9'189• R. 8. JU.s sour1, 1929 (Mo.St.~. 9'188, 
r189• Jaa• '18•~ the cml7 prov1a1cm that we have tbat deala 
with the question or failure to aaseas peraonal property. 
la Section 9810, R. s. Jl1aaour1, 1129 (Ko.St.Ann. 9810, 
page '7909) 11h1oh provide• that Whenever •there baa been a 
ta11ure to aaaeaa the propert7 1n an7 oount)" tor an7 ,.ear 
or 7eara,• the aaaeaaor ahal.l aaaeaa the property tor aucb 
78&ra. Howe"nr • our Supreme Court haa held thia aeoti on to 
appl.y Ollly •::hen there haa been a complete t'a1lure to · aaaeaa 
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any of the personal property 1n a county during the year. 
State ex rel. ~tmbrook. 1•4 s. w. 843, 260 Mo. 226. 

We believe your question is ans\vered b7 the ata te­
ment in Banrdbal ex rel. Baasen v. Bo11JDan• 93 Jlo. App. 103• 
71 s. w. 1122. whiCh ia aa follows' 

•There ia, therefore- no suCh thing 
aa an equity in a county or ~ a city 
that wUl authorise an aaaeaaor, at'ter 
he baa oo.pleted hia aaaeaaumt and. 
turned over hi a books to the proper 
orficer and atter his asaeaament baa 
paase4 the boarcla of equal.1aat1on and 
of appeals. to repossess hiBBe1t of 
the aa::seaaor• a books and enter therein 
personal propert7• whJ.ch by accident 
or 1ntentJ.on wu omitted from the l1at 
f'urniab.ed by the taxpa7er and which 
escaped the notice of the aaseaaor. 
Be can oD17 proceed at the t1me and 
in the JDIUlller po1Dted out b7 etatute 
and to juatii"J' his assessment he must 
be able to put his finger on the 
statute that giYea h1m the authority to 
make it * * * * * * * * a 

In view of the above authorities, it ~11 be aeen 
that once an assessor bas completed his aaseasmant and 
the books haYe been turned over to the collector, tha t 
there is no way that personal property which haa been 
omitted may be assessed. 

CONCLUSION ~ 

It ia, therefore, the opinion of this department 
that where an assessor ot a county railed to aaseas 
peraonal property and the aaseaament book haa been turned 
over to the collector that there ia no wq in which 
personal property wh1 ch baa been om1 tted may be then 
•••••• ed. 

Reapectrully submitted 

APPROVED: 
ARTHUR 0 'DEFE 

3. E. TA'tt:Ot 
Aasiatant Attorney Gener al 

(Act~) Att orney General 
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