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CANCER COMMISSI ON - County Courts should transmit 
payment ~or ind i gent patient s 
to the State Treasurer, where 
it becomes a part of the General 
Revenue Fund 

December 22, 1938 

State Cancer Co~saion 
3713 \1fash1ngton Boulevard 
St . Lou1s,Miasour1 

Gentlemen a 

F \LED 

jp 
This will acknowled e receipt or your letter 

of November 17 , requesting an opinion from this office 
as per your letter as followaa 

"As per your ruling of Ju.ly 28, 
1938, the Cancer Commission 
baa been billing the various 
c~unties for care given patients 
1n the cancer warda now being 
operated at Fulton and st . 
Joseph. To date we have received 
a total of ~425.00 1n payment 
of atatementa rendered. 

"The Cancer Commiaaion fully 
realizes it cannot expend these 
funds for any reason whatever • 

. However, the law doea not 
specifically provide for the 
disposal of these funda. The 
Cancer Commission is desirous 
of knowLng whether this money 

. shoul.d be turned over directly 
to the State Treasury and put 
into the General. Fund, whether 
the State Treasurer should set 
up a separate fund for these 
p83JZ1enta, designating it aa 
belonging to tbe Cancer Co$1a• 
s i an and holding s ame until the 
next meeting of the Legislature, 



--
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or whether t he Commission should 
depo·s1t all f'unds in sane bank, 
bol d1.ng same unt 1.1 the Legisla­
ture a gain meets .. · 

"on November 16th we opened an 
aceount at the ~ercantile Commerce 
National Ban,k in St . Louis. in tbll 
name of the Cancer Commissi on of 
t he State of Missouri, deP.ositillg 
there~ all checks received t o 
date. The Connnission 1ntend.a to 
leave the money 1n this fund 
until we receive an opinion from 
your oCfice aa to what we aho~d 
do with same • .n 

our opinion of July 28 , 1938 , to which you 
refer, we believe very de~1n1tely disposes of the 
question to whom a county court Should make payment 
for treatment of Lndigent patients, as provided for 
1n Section 11, Laws of 1937, page 499 , by the con• 
clusion stated in such opLaion, as foll~waz 

"From the f oregoing• we are of 
the opinion that all funds 
billed by ·the State Caneer 
Commission to county courts for 
pati ents in state hospitals 
Number 1 and 2 must, after being 
allowed by the county court; be 
paid over to the treasurer of the 
State of 1!issour1• n 

Consequently, the money you have on deposit 
in the St • Lou:is bank should be promptl y tranaferred 
by you to the Treasurer of the State of Missouri ,. 
and we believe it would bl yell lot you to here~ter 

_ _,.-



State Cancer Commissi on - 3- December 22, 1938 

direct county courts to make t heir warrant s payable t o 
t he State Treasurer and either sent direc t to such 
treasurer or else can be transmitted through you. 

Relative to your second question, namel y , whether 
such payments by county courts is to be set up by the 
treasurer as a separate fund for the benefit of the Commis­
s i on, beg to say that in view of the absence of any such 
provision in the Cancer Commission Act such payment s , 
when received by the t reasurer 1 go i .nt o the general revenue 
fund and by r eason of Sec tion 15 of the Act tb8 General 
Assembly can appropriate such funds or any part thereof, 
together with any other money in t he general revenue fund 
for t he use of t he Cancer Co~ssi on t hat t he Legisl ature 
deems advisable . 

Ver y truly yours 

J . \", • BUFFD~GTON 
Assi•tant At tor ney General 

APPROVED 

J . E . 'l'AYLOR 
{Act ing ) At t ornej General 

J\',13 LC 
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