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CANCER COMMlSSIONa County court s may be bill&i for patient s 

at cancer cl inics at Statb Hospi t als Nos . 
1 and 2 and sai d fund s when a llowed by 
county courts must be paid to the State 
Trea sur er . 

July 28• 1938 

State Cancer C~ssion 
3713 Washing ton Boul eward 
s t . Louis , U1s s our1 

Attention & tass l.>orothy Rehmann, Exe cutive Secretary 
'~ 

Gentlemen a 

This department wishes t o acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of recent date which is as follows: 

"Please advise us whether wo may begin 
billing t he vari ous counties under Sec­
tion 11 of the Laws of Mi s souri, 1937. 
P• 499, r or pnt1ents admi t ted to the 
cancer cl inics established at State Hos ­
p.1tal Nos . 1 and 2 and how the tunda col­
l ected are to be di sposed of . " 

By "cancer clinics" we assume that you a re ~ot referring 
t o the cancer c l i nics auUlor 1zed under Section 13 of t he Cancer 
Act, Laws of Miss ouri, 1937, P• 499 , in part a s f ollows& 

nrr.he Cancer Commission of t he Sta t e of 
Missouri is empowered and directed to 
establ i ah cancer clinics 1n the lar ger 
c1 ties of' 'Che State on reques t of the 
local medical societies. All c l inic s 
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are t o be adrniniatered by co~ttees ap­
pointed by the local medical organi ations 
(county medical societies) these commit­
tees to have charge o£ the administrati ve 
details connected with t heir r espective 
clini cs but in a l l cases t hey must conf orm 
with the minimum e tandarde set by the Can­
cer Commission of the State of l~issouri . " 

':le assume that you are referring to the temporary hos­
pi talization afforded indi gent cancer patients in ltospital a 
Nos . 1 and 2 until such time as the State Cancer Uoapital can 
be constructed. Said temporary ~ospitalization having been 
passed upon by t his department in ~ opinion rendered t o the 
late .Jr . El lis t i achel, Chairman of the State Cancer Gotmlia­
sion a nd concluding as followss 

"From the foregoing we are of the opinion 
that the State Cancer ~~asion may estab­
l!;h hospital ization .tor the care of indi­
gent cancer patients i n the t\U:lor cllnics 
a l ready established in State lloapitala Nos . 
l and 2 and spend such fUnds as are neces­
sary out of the amount appropriated by the 
Legislature to ' Operation• . a 

Ue .furt her assume that the treat!!lent and h osp1 tal1zat 1on 
being affor ded cancer patients at State Hoap1tala Noa . 1 and 2 
1a in the nature of t he treatment and hospita l ization that may 
be a ffor de d them when the State Cancer hospital ia constructed. 
We further aaew~e that the statutory procedure outlined in Sec­
tion 8 o.r the State Cancer Act haa been complied with. such ae 
providing f or application to the county court for treatment; an 
examination and report of the condition of t he patient by a phy­
sician; an order by the county court finding that the appli­
cant needs treatment. and is unabl e f1nancia1l y to provide him­
sel f with same J a determination by the c otmty court fran the Ad­
ministrator of the State Cancer Hospital that the appl icant can 
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be received aa a patient) and the oert1t1cat1on b7 the oount7 
court of ita approval ot the application to aaic! hospital . 

8ect1on 11 ot the Cancer Act, Lawa ot K1aaour1. 19371 
P •· •98 provides aa t ollowas 

"The Adminlatrator ahall, under the direc­
tion of the Cmcer CCIIDid•eion ot the State 
o~ Miaaouri, cauae, monthl "! • to be made out 
and forwarded to an7 cc:nmt1 court which m&J' 
aend to the State Cancer Hoap1tal a patient 
u described in thia Aot._ an ~t amount 
ot tbe aum due and owing 'bJ such oount7 
court on account ot auch patient. Said 
count,- court, at ita tirat aeaaion thereafter, 
ahall proceed to allow and cauae to be pale! 
over to the 'l'l-eaaurer of the State ot Jliaaouri 
the amount of aa1d account.• 

From an examination of the above section it 1a evident 
that it waa the intention ot the Legislature that the county 
share the e.xpenae of the state 1n maintaining the State Cancer 
Hospital. Therefo~e, althou.gb. 1t ia true that aa1d hoap1tal haa 
not aa yet been constructed, ,et a1noe the State of Miaaouri is 
apend1ng tunda tor tempora17 hoapitalj,aat1on until the hoapital 
ia built, the aounty JDWit, aa waa intended by the Legislature, 
bear ita proportionate e.xpenae in an amount provided for in 
Section 14 of the Cancer Act, Lawa ot Uiaaouri, 1937 • P• 500. 

CONCLUSION 

Aaauming the temporary hcep1 taliaation being provided 
patients at the caneer cl1n1ca at State Hoapitala Boa. 1 and 2 
1a 1n the nature of the treatmant and boap1tal1sat1on that wS.ll· 
be afforded. indigent cancer pati~nta when the State Cancer Roa­
pital 1a erected~ and turther aaa\mling that the atatutory proced­
ure outlined 1n Section a ot th~ State Cancer Act. La .. ot K1aaour1 
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l 9S7 • pages 4Q7-498 relating to the adm.ias1on or indigent 
cancer patient• to the State Cancer Hospital haa been com­
plied with, we are of the opinion that the counties may now 
be billed monthly ror patients aent to the cancer cl1n1ca at 
State Hoap1tala Noa. l and 2 . 

I I . 

Section ll, aupra prov1dea that t he eount7 court , having 
received ita monthly bill fran the State Cancer Comm1aa1on, lllU.at 
at ·1 ta :f1rat aeaa1on tberea1'ter proceed to allow and oauae aame 
t o be paid over to the Treagurer of the State or K1aaour1. 

CONCLUSION 

From the foregoing, we are or the opinion that all funda 
billeJby the State Cancer Commission to county courta for pa­
tients 1n State lioapitala IJoa . 1 and 2 muat. arter being al­
lowed by the county court, be paid over to .the 'l'reaaurer or 

. the State or N1aaour1 

Reapectrully aub~tted 

UAX ASS · illAl4 
Aaaiatant Atto~ General 

APPRO~ I 

Z. \Y . BUFFINGTON 
, 

(Acting) Attorney General. 


