
• 
OF.!"ICERS: 
SALARIES AND FEES: 

Salaries of clerks of circuit courts 
and ex-officio recorder of deeds in 
certain counties. , 

December 22# 1938 

Ur. Fred W. Harvey 
Cle r k of the Circuit Court 
Knox County 
Edina. Missouri 

Dea r Sir: 

This is 1n reply to ,-ours of recent date \Vherein 
you request an o£f icial opinion baaed upon the following 
letters 

"Hay I have you r opi.nion as to pay 
COJIRJlencing Jan . 1939 for circui t 
c~e~k and ex-officio recorder tn 
countJ.ee having a population of 
over 7500 and leas than 10 ooo. 
Also as to Clerk of Juvenile Court 
1n same.• 

The salaries of clerks of circuit courts and ex­
officio recorder of deeds are fixed by Section 11786-
IA.ws of Missouri _ 193'7, page 445• Which is as f oll ows: 

ftThe Clerks ·or the Circuit Courts 
of this Str- t e shall receive for 
their services annua1l7 the follow-
ing sum: In counties haV1118 a popu-
lation of less than seven thousand 
five hundred persona.. the sum of 
twelve hundred ( $].200) dollars; in 
counties having a population of 
seven thousand five hundred persons 
and less than ten thousand J?&rsons. 
the sum of fifteen hundred ( ~ 500) 
dollars; 1n counties ha v1ng a popu-
lation of ten thousand per .sona and 
less than fifteen thousand per sons. 



Mr. Fred \V . Harvey - 2- December 22, 1938 

the sum of sevent een hundred ( $1700) 
dollarsJ 1n counties having a popu­
lation of fifteen thous and persona and 
leas than seventeen thousand five 
hundred persons, the sum of nineteen 
hundred ( $1900) dollarsJ in counties 
having a population of seventeen thou­
sand five hundred per sons and less than 
twenty t h ousand persons, t he sum of 
t wenty-one hundred ( ~2100 ) dollars; 
in counties having a population of 
twenty thousand persons and lesa than 
twenty-five thousand persona, the sum 
of twenty-three hundred ($2300) dollar s; 
in oountiea having a popul ation of 
twenty-five thousand persona and leas 
than fifty thou sand persona, the sum of 
twenty-five hundred $2500) dollaraJ 
1n counties having a population of fifty 
thousand persons and les s than seventy­
five thousand persons, the sum of thirty­
s1x hundred ( $3600) dollars J 1n counties 
having a population of seventy-five tbou­
aand persons and leas than one hundred 
fifty thousand 1>8 rsons , the sum of four 
thousand ( $40 00) dollars; 1n counties 
haVing a population of one hundred fifty 
thousand per sons and less than four hun­
dred thousand persons. the aum of five 
thousand ($5000 ) dollarsJ Provided,. thnt 
1n any county Wherein the Clerk of the 
Ci r cuit Court is ex-officio Recorder of 
Deeds, said of f ices shall be considered 
as one for the purpose of this Sectiona 
Provided., it shall be the duty or the 
CircUit Clerk, who is e·x-o:ff iclo Recorder 
of Deeds, to charge and collect tor the 
county in all cases every fee accruing 
to his office as such Recorder of Deeds 
and to whiCh he may be entitled under 
the provisions of Section ~804 or any 
other atatute, suCh Clerk and ex-off icio 
Recorder aha1l, at t he end of each month, 
file with the Oounty Clerk a report of 
all feea Charged and accruing to his 
office during such month, t ogether with 
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the names of persona paying suoh 
~ees. It &hall be the duty of 
such Circuit Clerk and ex-off icio 
Re corder of Deeds- upon the f~1ng 
or said report, to forthwi th pay 
over to the County Treasurer, all 
moneys ool~e·cted by him duri.ng t h e 
month and requi red to be ahotrn in 
suCh monthly report as hereinabove 
provided, taking duplicate receipt 
t herefor one of whi ch shaJ.l be 
filed w1 th th3 County Cl erk, and 
every such Circuit Clerk and ex­
officio Recorder of Deeds aha.ll be 
liable an his offi ci~ bond tor all 
feea ool~ected and not accounted 
for by ~ and paid into the County 
treasury as herein provided 1 P!'ovided, 
further• that the Cl erks of the cir-
cuit Courts Shall be allowed to retain 
i n addition to the auma al~owed i n 
this Section , all f'ee s earned by him 
in casea of change of venue 1'rom other 
countieBJ Provided, fUrther, t hat until 
the expiration of the{~ preaent term 
of offi ce, the persona holdLng the 
off ice of Circuit Clerk &hall be paid 
the m.ax1mtun amount as now provided by 
l aw, in the manner provided by t his Act." 

You will note that thi s section pl aces the counties 
of seventy five hundred (7600) to ten thousand (10,000) in 
the bracket 1n which the circuit clerk reoei vea fifteen 
hundred dollars { $1500) per annum. This aection alao pro­
vides that 1n case the ci r cui t clerk ia ex-officio r~corder 
of deeda that such offices are considered as one for the . 
purpose of dete~nLng the salary of the circui t clerk. 
You will also note that thi s section requires the circuit 
·clerk and recorder t o report all fees and t urn t hem into 
the county treasury . that 1a. the fees whi ch are charged 
and accrued to his offi ce. This section also authorizes 
the circuit clerk to retain the fees earned by him 1n 
caaes of ~e of venue rrom other counties. This amount 
1s 1n addition to the fifteen hundred ( $1500) dollar salary 
that you &ball receive. 

' .. 
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In addition to the salary provided in Section 
11786, supra, the la~kera in ~937 provided for circui t 
clerks to get additional compensation for their service 
aa clerks of the juvenile eourta. 'l'hia is provided by 
Section 11814~ Laws of Uisaouri, 1937, page 447. By 
this notion you will note that · a county having a popu­
lation of seTent7 five hundred (7500) and leas than ten 
thousand (101 000) that the clerk Shall receive two hun­
dred ($200) dollars per annum for his services as clerk 
of the juven11a court. This section also provides that 
the salary for services as clerk of the juvenile court 
shall be in a dci1 t1on to th.e salary all.owed by law for 
his service aa cirou1t el.erk, that ia, in addition to 
the 1'11'teen hundred ( $1500 ) dollars per annum allowed by 
Section 11786 , supra. 

CONCLUSI ON. 

It is, therefore» the op1n1on of this depar' tment 
that 1n countt·ea having a population of over seventy ti ve 
hundred ("1500) and leas than ten thousand (10 , 000) , that 
the c.lerk of the eirc:ru1t court. s hall receive a salary of 
fifteen hundred ( $1.500 ) dollars per annum and two hundred 
( $200) dollars per annum a s salary of' t he clerk of the 
Juvenile cou rt, and in addition the.re.to whatever f~a he 
may collect in ca.ses of' change o£ venue from other 
counties to the court 1n Yth1 ch he ia clerk. 

Respectfully submitted 

TYRE W. BURTON 
Assistant Attorney Gen eral 

APPHOVED = 

J. E. TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney Gener al 

TWB:DA 


