
PENAL INSTITUTIONS Intermediate Reformatory inmates enti'tled 
to parole hearing after serving seven- twelfths of sentence 
orderly and peacefully. 

June 25, 1938. 

FILED 
Honorabl e Frank G. Harris, Chairman 
Board of Pr obation and Parole 
Jeff erson City, Missouri 

- / 

:::) 
Dear Governor: 

We acknowledge your request for an opinion dated 
Jun$ 23, 1938, which reads as follows: 

"Section 8477, R. s . of Missouri, 
1939, relating to the Intermediate 
Reformatory at 'Al goa states as fol­
lows: 

' Any inmate who should be cont'ined 
in said r eformatory, who shall 
serve seven-twelfths of the time 
for which he may have been sen­
tenced in an orderly and peacabl e 
manner, without having eny infrac­
tions of the rules of the reformatory 
or rules of the same recorded 
against ~, shall be eligible 
for making application for parole 
and shall be given a hearing for 
parole.' 

"I would be pleased to have your opinion 
as to whet her or not the section ot 
which the quotation is a part was 
repealed by the Probation and Parole 
law passed at the last Legislature. 
In other words, I desire to have your 
opinion as to whether or not we, in 
our hearings and the granting of 
paroles at Algoa are bound by the 
part of the section of the statute 
above quoted. " 
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.lOWSl 

lows: 

Laws Mo . 1937, page 400, Section 2, reads as fol-

"There ia hereby cr eated and eatabliahed 
a Board of Probation and ~arole. The 
powers and duties relative to parolee, 
commutations of sentence, pardons , and 
reprieves, now vested in the Co~ssioners 
of the Department of ~enal Institution• 
and the Intermediate Reformatory Parole 
Board are hereby vested in the Board 
created and establ ished by this Act. 
Said Board shall be deemed a continua­
tion of the Department of Penal Insti­
tutions and the 'Intermediate Reformatory 
Parole Board in so far as the Commis­
sioners of that Department and the In­
t ermedia te Reformatory Parole Board are 
empowered to act 1n relation to in­
vestigations, paroles , commutations of 
sentence, and pardons, and all matters 
pendi ng before such Commissioners and 
the Intermedia te Reformatory Parole 
Board in connection with p aroles. com­
mut ations of sentence, and pardons shall 
be carried on and completed by the Board 
cr eated i n this Act." 

Laws Uo. 1937, page 403, Section 11, reads as fol-

"All Ac ts and parts of Acta in conflict 
her ewith are hereby repeal.ed." 

·CONCLUSION 

Section 8477, R. s . Mo . 1929, aa quoted in your 
request, is still the law, unless it be 1n conflict with 
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the provisions of the 1937 probation and parole laws. 

Section 8477~ supra ~ was intended to favor or­
derly and peaceful inmates of the Intermediate Refor matory 
with a statutory righ t to a parole hearing before the 
Parol e Board after completing seven- twelfths of a sentence. 
In our opinion there is no provision in the 1937 probation 
and parole laWB which conflicts with the statutory right 
given to inmates of the Intermedi ate Reformatory who 
qualify, and we believe the present Parole Board is 
l Egally bound to give such qualified inmates a parole 
hearing after completion of seven- twelfth s of their 
sentence. This is a legislative favor for good behavior. 

Very truly yours 

\~lJ. . ORR SA\ITERS 
Assiatant Attorney General 

APPROVED a 

J. E. TAYLOR 
(Acting ) Attorney General 
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