
LOTTERIES: Money Quest Nite. 

Apr il 13, 1938 

Ff LE]_, 
Mr . G. nark Green 
Pr osecuting Attorney 
Li nn Count y 3 

,) Li nneus , Mi ssouri 

Dear Si r : 

v:e have your request of Apr i l 9 , 1938 , f or an 
opi nion which is i n part a s f ol lows : 

"The manager of t he t heatre sel e c t ed 
ten per s ons f r om t he audi ence a_ld a ske d 
them to come upon the s t age . There he 
sug0 ested that he had t en questions 
that he wi shed to a sk t nem and proceeded 
to ask ea ch per s on one question. I f t he 
person bave a correct answer t hen t he 
manager of t he t heat re pa i d to that 
per son $1.00. I f the answer was not 
corr ec t then t hat porson di d not r ece ive 
anythinb but t he $1 . 00 wa s pl aced in a 
fund or pot for t he purpo ~e as I wi l l 
ment ion l ater . Several 0 1 t he per sons 
gave c orr ect ans wers and r ece ived the 
~1 . 00, ot hers coul d not answer cor rectl y 
and the $1 . 00 wa s pl a ced i n the l a r ger 
fund . Then the manager pr oceeded to 
ask each of t he t en per cons what he 
designated as a "master ques~:.ion . " The 
per s on abl e t o answer t he "master question tt 
r e ceived a l l of t he money p l aced in the 
fund from the failure of other s t o answer 
the other quest i on . " 



I 

Mr . G. Derk Gr een - 2- April 1 3 , 1938 

At the ver y outset i t a ppear s that the manager of 
the theat er selects ten per soms from those 1n the aud ience . 
All the peopl e in t he show have pai d an admission price . 
This fur n ishe s the el ement of consideration. All of the 
IR trona who pay admissio'n to the sho\Y, wh ich incl udes a 
paid consideration for the right of participating i n "t~oney 
Quest Nite" are excluded fram part ici pat ion unl ess they 
happen t o be one of the t en selected by t he manager. 

Commenting upon this phase of lotteries, we find 
the following statement in 45 Harvard Law Review, page 1212 : 

"It is s omewhat surpris i ng to find a 
fairly l a r ge numJer of decis i ons in­
volving the award of pri zes in the 
uncontrolled discretion of a judge . 
All of them agree th a t the contest is 
a lo ttery. " 

Under date of tiarch 1 5, 1938, thi s of fice rendered 
an 09i nion to the Honorable Claude T. Wood, Pr osecuting Attorney, 
\\aynesvl l l e , Mi ssouri, hol ding that "Doctor Qui zzer" is a 
l ottery, a scheme 1~ most details simil a r t o this one . 

CONCLUSI ON 

It i s therefore the opinion of this of f i ce tha t the 
scheme "Money Quest Ni te" i s a l ot tery within the meaninu of 
Section 4313 R. s . Missouri 1929 . 

APPROVED : 

J . L . TAYLOR 
(Act ing) Attorney General 

Respectfully submitt ed , 

FRAtlliLI N E. R~AGAN, 
Assistant Att orney General 


