KMEN ISSION: Commission has une suthority
e . COHPFﬂSLTION oo under the statute to destroy

permenent records in 1its
office.

Uectober 4, 1938.
ICV7

Missouri Vorkmen's Compensation
Commission,
Jefferson City, lissourl.

Attention: opencer H, Glvens,
Secretary

Gentlemen:

This 1s to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of uveptember 20th, in which you request the opinion of
this Department. Your letter is as follows:

"lhe Commission is seeking your
opinion on whether or not it would
have the right under the lilissouri
vorkmen's Compensation Law to
destroy certain of its older
records, perhaps those in non-
compensable cases, that are more
than ten years old,

"Section 3360, R, 5. ko, 1929, 1s
the only part of the Compensation
Law in which we can find any refer-
ence for records to be kept, and
thi. merely states that the Commis-
sion's permanent records shall be
kept in Jefferson City. \le are
faced with the problem of securing
enough space for the actual physical
preservation of our case records.

If the present law does not give us
authority to take care of the situa-
tion, we plan to get leglslative
action on the matter, and, of course,
wanted your opinlon as to what our
procedure should be."



wissourl vorkmen's -2- Oct. 4, 1938,
C.mpensation Comnlsion.

Your question 1s, whether the Commission has
authority to destroy certain records in the office of
the Commission that are more than ten years old,

section 3360, R, 5, ko, 1929, mentioned in your
letter, provides in part as follows:

"The Commission shall be provided
with offices at the state capital,

in 5t, Louis and Kansas City, in
which offices its records shall be
kept, but its permanent records

shall be kept in Jefferson City. = #"

It 1is our opinion that the Commission would have
no authority to destroy any of the records of the Missourl
workmen's Compensation vommission even though, in the opinion
of the Commission, these records would never be refecrred to,
In our opinion you should receive legislative sanction to
destroy any of the permanent files or records in your office
before 1t could legally be done, '

Very truly yours,

COVELL R. HEWITT
Asslistant Attorney-General
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ArFPROVED:

(Acting) Attorney-General



