CHIROPRACTIC : Right to revoke licenses oy the State
Board

21 FILED

December 20, 1938 :
i ’(ﬁ/

Mr., Jerome F. Fontana
Secretary of lMo. State Board of Chiropractic LExam ners
S3t. Louls, Missouri

Dear Sirg

We ncknowiad&e your request for an opinion dated
Decemuer 20, 1938, together with the photostatic copy
of certificate:

"We would appreciate it very muech if you
will render this Board an opinion in regard
to the following:

We have informatien in our ofiice to the
fact that in 1934 two certificates in
Electro=-Thetrapy, & copy of whieh I am
enclosing, were issusd to two licensed
cuiiropractors in this State by a Chiro-
practic College that is chartered by the
State of Missouri, recognized by this
Board, without these chiropractors sttend-
ing the classes in Electro-Therapy. Fure
ther, I wish to advise that the certifi-
cates were not honorary. One of these
certificates that wes issued is hanging
in & chiropractors office at the present
time.

What we wish to know is, what action can
this coard take against the College as
well as the chiropractor.”

we are returning herewith, the photostatie copy of
certificate which you sutmitted. Section 13549 R. S. Mo.
1929 provides in parts
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" % # # # # Any person desiring to rro-

cure a license authorizing him or her to
practice chiropractic in this state shall

meake applicatio. therefor to the board on

a form prescribed thersby, giving his or

her name, sex, age, which shall not be

less than 21 yecars, name of school or

college of which he or she 1s a graduate,

and shall furnish the board satisfactory
evidence of preliminary education ss re-
quired in tiis chapter, and of good moral
ciaracter, and tiat he or she 1s a grade

uate of a cliiropractic sc: ool or college
teaching chiropractiec in accordance with

the requirements of this chapter, which

shall be determined by the bo-rd, together

with such other informatiom =s the board

mayl require, and whi aprlication shall

ce pworn to before so of Ticer authorized

to pdmi~ister ocaths. Any aprlicant who
aprlies for examinatign to procure a license
to practice chiropractic, and who has matrie-
culpted in a chiropra¢tid school or college after
after the passage of 8 chapter, furnish
satisfactory evidence 'of their prelininarzi
educational qualifications, to-wit: a certi-
ficate of gradustion from an accredited

high school or its ecuivalenti Their chiroe
practic ecourse shall cover a period of not
less than three years of nine months each,

and requiring actual attendance of not less
than 2045 hours and which shall be conatrued
as the maximum requirements for gqualifications
to practice chiroprectic under this chapter,
There shall be pald to said board; by each
applicant, a fee of $25.00, $15.00 of whiech
shall accompany the aprlication, and the bal-
ance of $10.00 shall be paid upon the issuance
of & licenses 4ny person failing to pass such
examination .ay be ree-examined within one

year from the time of such fallure without
additional fee. The Loard shall subject all
aprlicants to an exam:nation in e following
subjects: anatomy, physiclogy, symptomatology,
hygiene and salltation, chiropractic orthopedy
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pathology, principles of chiropractic chiro-
practic analysis, and practical application

of their knowledge and skill in chiropractie
adjusting and nerve tracing. % # & # & & %
Provided further, that students who are matrice

ulated in a properly recognized ciiropractie
school or college on Octo.er 1, 1926, and who
have had two years high school or its eguivalent
at that time, shall ve admitted to examination
upon qualifying with thres years of six months
eagch actual attendance in such school or college.
8 # % % # on a¥

Section 135583 R. S. Mo., 1629 provides:

"It shall be the duty of the board of chiro-
practic examiners to cerefully investigale

all charges of imumoral or illegal actions of
anyone to whom a license to i ractice chiro-
practie in this state has been issued. Up=
on compleint beins me to the board it shall
investigete and if it fleems probablecause ex-
ists for the complaint, shall furnish a cory
of the complaint to the accused by registered
mail, ng/@ther- §itl. s notice of the rvime and
vlase o the hearing of same, which shall
not be less than thirty deys after deposit= _
ing of sald communication in the United States
maile The accused shall have an opporturlty
to be heard to answer such charges in person,
or by attorney, and if upon such hearing it
shall be proven Leyond a reasonable doubt to
the coard, that the accused is guilty of such
immoral or illegal action, or is addicted, or
has been addlcted, during a period of the past
six months to the use of narcotica, drugs, or
intoxicating liquors, or in any way guilty of
deception or fruad in the practice of chiro=-
practiec, or of shiel@ing anypne in immoral
practices, eriminal or illegal actions, or is
guilty of any eriminal or illegal actions, the
board shall revcoke his license.

&
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CONCLUSION

Pursuant to Section 135549, supra, we are of the opin=-
ion that the State Chiropractic Board must recognize certain
Chiropractic Schools as aecredited, only so long as said sehools
comply with the statutory prescribed course of study and said
board may refuse Lo recognize any chiropractic school for fail-
ure to comply with the statutory prescribed course of study.

The fact that a recognized Chiropractie School gives
a certificate to studeants who complete "a course in Electro-
Therapy under the direction of the memvers of the faculty®,
is not prohiovited by Missourl] Statutes.s Electro-Therapy 1s
not a statutory prescribed cotirse of Chiropractiec study, but
may be made a requir:zd subject of study by rule of the board,
before the coard will issue i¥s license to praetice chiro=-
practies On the other hand, there is nothing the bosrd can
do sbout prohibitin; any Chirpprectic College from issuing
the certificate complained abput, sinces the recognized Chiroe-
practic College does not certify that the certificate hold-
er attended classes in Xlectrp=-Therapy, but certifies only
that the holder has "ecompleted « co rse in Zlectro=Therapy
under the direction of the members of the faculty", and by
such a special certiilcate it shows on its face that classe
room sttendance is not represented, snd nothing on the face
of the certificate shows it to be a misrepresentation of
any facte

As to the holding and displaying of sueh a certifie
cate making a licensed Chiropractic liable to license revo=
cation, it all depends upon whether such conduct be immoral.
False representation by word or by conduct, which are acted
upon as true by the public to the damage and detriment of
the puvlic are bound to be lmmoral. Ve are of the opinion
that a licensed Chiroprectiec, who holds end displays such
a certificate on Zlectro~T: rapy,is not by sueh ownership
and display without other mlsreprecsentations of faet, guilty
of immoralconduct subjectin; himself o be cited for license
revoecation, under the provisions of bootion_gassa. supra.

Respectfully submitted,

WMs ORR SAWYLRS
WOS sWw Agslstant Attorney General

?OEELL R, EFE;IT
Acting) Atlorney Cenera



