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Mr . Jerome F. Fontana 
Se cret ary of Uo. Stat e Board of Chiropr ac tic Exam~nera 
St . Louis, Mis souri 

Dear Sira 

We acknowl edf.e your request f or an opinion dated 
Decemuer 20 , 1938, together with t he photostatic copy 
of certifi cate• 

-ve wou l d appr eciat e it very much if you 
will r ender tbis Board an opinion in regard 
to the following: 

We have informa t io'l in our of !'i ce to tha 
fact that i~ 193• two certifica tes in 
Electro-Therapy, a copy of whi~ I am 
enclos i ng, were iaaued t o two licenaed 
Cliiropractors 1n thia State by a Chiro­
practic College that is chartered by the 
State of Missou;i , r ecogni zed bJ thia 
Board, without t hese chiropractors at t end­
ing the classe s 1n Elect ro- Ther apy . FUr­
ther, I wish· to advise that the certif i­
c ates were not h onorary. One of these 
cer tif icates that wa s issued is hanging 
in a chiropractors off ice a t t he pr e aent 
time. 

What we wish to know 1St what a c tion can 
t his rloard take agains t the College as 
well as the chiropractor .• 

~e ar e returning herewith, the photostat1o copy of 
certificate whi ch you submitted. Section 13549 R. s . Mo. 
1929 provides 1n parta 
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rr * * * * * Any person desiri ng to rro­
cure a license authorizing him or her to 
practice ch iropractic i n this state shall 
make applicatio . theref or to the boar d on 
a f orm prescr i bed the r eby , giving hi s or 
her name, sex, age , whic~ shall not be 
l e ss than 21· years, name of " school or 
college of which he or she is a gr aduate, 
and shall furnish t he board satisfactory 
evidence of preli~ary education as re­
quired in t Li s cr apter, and of good moral 
c. aracter, and t 1at he or she is a grad­
uate of a cLiropractic SC! OOl or college 
t each ing ch iropractic i n a ccordance with 
the r equirements of this chapte~, which 
shall be determi~ed by the bo rd; t oge t her 
wil· such othe r information a s the board 
ma require• and whic application s hall 
be worn to before so~ off icer author ized 
t o dmi ~ister oa t h•• Ant ap ~ licant w~o 
app i e s f or examinati~ to procure a license 
to ~ractice ch iropractic .; and who has mat r i -
cul ted 1n a ch1ropra ti4 school or college after 
aft r the passage of hia chapter , fur n ish 
sat sfactory evidence of thoi r preliminar7 
educational qual ificat i ons• t o-wita a certi­
f icate ot graduation trom an a ccr edited 
high sch ool or its e ( uivalent 4 Thei r ch1ro• 
practic course shall cover a period of not 
l ess than thre e years ' of nine months ea ch . 
and r equiring actual a t tendance o£ not leaa 
than 2045 hours and which s hall be conatrued 
as the maxLmum r equir ements f or qua lification. 
t o pract1 ~e chiropractic under thi s chapter• 
There shall be pa i d to said board, by each 
applicant • a tee of ~25 .00, ~15 .00 of which 
shall a ccompany t he appl ication• and the bal­
ance of $lo•oo shal l be paid upon t he issuance 
of a l icenae . Any person f ailing to paaa such 
e~ination .. ay be r e- examined within one 
yea~ f rom the t~e of such failure without 
additional f ee• The .board shall suQject all 
applicants t o an exam~nation 1r1 the f ollowing 
subjecta: anatomy • physiol ogy• s ymptomatology , 
hycienG and sanit ation , chiropractic ort hopedy 
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pathology, principles of chiropractic chiro­
prac t ic analysis , and pract i cal application 
of their knowl edge and skill in chiropractic 
adjusting and nerve tracing . * • * * * * * 
Provided further , t hat studenta who are matric ­
ulated in a properly recognized cLiropr actic 
sch ool or college on Octo er 1. 1926, and who 
have had two years high ~chool or its e quivalent 
a t that t~e , shall oe admitted to examination 
upon quali fying with three year s of six months 
each ac t ual a ttendance in such acp.ool or college. n 
* * * * * * * •• 

Section 13553 R. s. Mo., 1929 providesc 

•It shall be the duty of the board of chiro­
practic ~xamiHera to carefully investiga~e 
all charg~a . of ~~ral or illegal actiona of 
anyone to wh om a licenae t o ~aetice cbirQ• 
pr actic i n this state ~a been i~aued. Up~ 
on compl a int be in& me.d~ to the board it shall 
~nve $tigate and i f it ~eema p~ obabl~auae ex­
i s ts f or the complaint al;ulll t'u.rn'-Jh a copy 
of t ,he compla int to th accuf'&d 1)y 1 giatered 
mail. ,. rethar: ~1't~ 8. noti.ce of tne t;ime and 
"9l.aoa :'o:.· tb. hearing of same, whi ch shall' 
not be leaa than thirty days after deposit­
ing of sai d communication 1n the United States 
mail . The accused ahall have an opoorturlit7 
to be heard to answer such charges 1n person, 
or by a ttorney, and 1f upon such hearing it 
shall be proven beyond a r easona ble doubt to 
the ooard, t hat the accused is gui1ty o~ such 
i mmoral or illegal action , or is addicted, or 
has be en addic~eu . during a period of the pas t 
siX months to t he use of nar~ otica , drugs, or 
int oxi cating liquors , or 1n any way guilty ot 
dec epti on or f ruad in the practice of ehir~­
practic , or of shiel•ing a nybne 1n immoral 
practices, criminal or illegal actions , or is 
guilty of any criminal or illegal actiona·, the 
board shall r evoke h1a license . 

• 
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CONCLUSION 

Pursuant t o Section 13549, supra , we are of the opin­
ion ~ha t the State Chiropr actic ·Board mus t recognize certain 
Chiropracti c Schools as ac credited , only so long as said schools 
comply with the statutory pr escribed c ours e of study and s a id 
board may refus e to r ecocnize any ch iropr actic school for fail­
Ure to comply wi th the statutory prescribed course of study. 

The t~ct tba~ a r ecogni Bed Chiropractic School g ives 
a certific a te t o studetlts who complete "a course in Electro­
Therapy under the direction of t he memoers of t he f acult7• , 
i s not prohioited by Ki ssouri iStatutes . Electro-Therapy 1s 
not a statutory prescribed co~rse of Chiropractic study, but 
may be made a requir~d s uo j ec of study by r ule ot the board , 
before the vOa rd Will issue i S l icense to pr actice Chiro• 
prac t ic. On the othe r hand, here i s ~othing the board can 
do about pro!_ibitinc._ any Chir pra-.;t i c College f rom issuing 
the certifica te complained ao ut , s inc-t t he recognized Chiro­
practic College does not cert fy t~ t t he certifi·c o.te hold­
er attended cla sses in lll ectr - Therapy, but ce rtifiea onl7 
that t he holder has "completet! u co rse in El.ectro•Therapy 
under the direc tion o£ the me~bers of t.ne tacult7"• and by 
such a special ce~tir ieate it shows on its face that class• 
room Qttendance is not represented , and nothing on the face 
of the certificate shov;a it to be a miare eaentation ot 
any fact • · 

As t o the hold ing and dispiaying of such a certlfi• 
cate malnng a licensed Chiropractic liabl e to lieenae revo• 
cation. it all deponda upon whethe r such conduct be immoral . 
Fal•• representation b7 word or by conduct, which are acted 
upon a s true b y t he pu ol1c to the damage and detriment or 
the publ ic are ·bound to be immoral • \te a re or the opinion 
that a licensed Chiropraet~c• who h olds and displays such 
a certificate on l.!llectro-T~. rapy_,is not- by such ownership 
and d;tsplay without; other misrepre sentations of t'a ct, guilty 
of ~oralyconduct subject~ h i msel f o be cited for license 
revocation, under the provi s i ons or ~ection ~3553• supra . 

OS sWW 

fOVELL R , HEWITT 
Acting) At torney General 
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Respectfully submitted, 

WM • ORR SAtN'...:hS 
Assistant Attorney General 
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