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Hon, B.G, Dilworth

Prosecuting Attorney :
Dent County

Salem, Missouri

Dear S5ir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
of recent date which reads as follows:

“I would like to have the opinion of
your department concerning sections

’ 10481, 10482, 10483, and 10484 concerne
ing vhether or not a defeated candidate
in the primary election must file his
statemsnt of expenses, as mentioned in
the above sections, Also, as to
whether or uot a sucecessful primary
candldate, who is a party nominee, must
file his statement of expenses for the
primery election within thirty days
thereafter, or whether such nominee may
weit until thirty days after the gen-
eral election, and then file such state-~
ment a8 is required by sald sectiomns,
such statement then to be in consollidated
form for both primary and general eleo=
tions.

I will appreciate your prompt response
to this inguiry in view of the faet that
thirty days from the primery will fall
on September 2," -

I.

Seotion 10482, R.S. lMissourl, 1929, reads as
follows:
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"kvery person who shall be a candidate
before any caucus or convention, or at
any primary election, or at any election
for any state, county, eity, township,
distriet or municipal office, or for
senator or representative in the gemeral
assembly of lMissouri, or for senator or
representative in the congress of the
United States, shall, within thirty days
after the eleotion held to £ill such of=-
fice or place, make out and file with the
officer empowered by law to issue the
certirficate of election to such office or
place, and & duplicate thereof with the
recorder of deeds for the county in whiech
such candidate resides, a statement in
writing, which statement and duplicate
shall be subscribed and sworm to by suech
candidate before an officer authorized

to administer oaths, setting forth in de-
tail all sums of money, except all sums
paid for aectusl traveling expenses, in-
cluding hotel or lodging bills, contrib-
uted, disbursed, expended or promised by
him, and, to the best of his kmowledge
and belief, by any other persons or per-
son in his behalf, wholly or in part, in
endeavoring to secure or in any way in
connection with his nomination or election
to such office or place, or in connection
with the election of any other persons at
saild election, and showing the dates when
and the persons to whom and the purposes
for which all such sums were paild, ex-
pended or promised. Such statement shall
also set forth that the same is as full
and explicit as affiant is able to make
it., Uo officer authorized by law to issue
commissions or certificates of election
shall issue a commission or certificate
of election to any such person until such
statement shall have been sc made, veri-
fied and filed by such persons with seid
officer,”
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It will be seen by the forego section that
"every person who shall be a candidate * * * * ghall,
within thirty days after the election held to fill sueh
office or place, meke out and file * * * * g statement
in writing * * * **_, It seems to us that this statute
plainly requires every person who was a candidate to
file the statement. The statute is part of what is known
as the corrupt practice act and is designed to assist in
bringing about clean elections and to ebolish bad polite
ical practices., There would seem to be no reason why a
candidate who had violated the provisions of Sectiom
10481 of said corrupt practice act should not be required
to expose the practices which he used in the election, re-
gardless of whether he was successful or not, It would
be hard to stamp out the evils defined in Section 10481
if oniy one persomn out of those running had to disclose
the practices which he adopted in the election, and for
that reason, the Legislature required every person who was
a candidate to file a statement of his campaign expenses
in order that the publie and the officers of the state
might know Just what took place in the way of expenditure
of money in the election., It would be Jjust as inimical
to the interests of good government to expend too much
money in a primary election as it would be to expend too
much money in a general election.

SONCLUSJON

It is, therefore, the opinion of this office that
a defeated candidate in a primary election must file his
statement of expenses in accordance with Section 10482,
R.S, Missouri, 1929, within thirty days after said primary,

II.

Your next question is whether the successful candi-
date at a primary election may wait until after the general
election to file his statement of all money expended by him
or in his behalf in both the primary and general elections.
In other words, can the successful candidate at the primary
election wait until after the general election and then
file a combined statement covering both elections? 4is
pointed out above, the statute, Section 10482, R.S. Missouri,
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1929, requires o person who shall bo a oandidato to
file said statem th th; ogo%iz_;
T:'% r;,;:. such or sucoon ca
Ccourse, a ean at t}u primery. He,
th.roron ¥ would be roquirod to file his statement along
with all others who had been candidates at sueh primary.
No exception is made in the statute in favor of the suo-

cessful cendidate waiting to file his statement until
after the general election.

CONCLUS ION

It is, therefore, the opinion of this office
that a successful candidate at a primary election must
file his statement of campaign expenses as uired by
Seotion 10482, R.S. Missouri, 1929, within thgrty days
after the pr!.mry, and cannot wait until after the gen-
eral election and file a combined statement of his ex-
penses for both the primary and general elsctions,

Respectfully submitted,
HARRY -H. KAY

Asslstant Attorney General

APPROVED By:

T.E, TAYLOR
(Acting) Attorney General
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