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CORONERS , 

-/ 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE : 
In the absence of the coroner, any justice of 
the pence or judge or justice of same court 
of the proper county may perform all duties 
enjoined on coroner. 

Jlr, Dcmalel B. Dawacm. 
Proaeou tiD& .Attoi"Jle7 • 
Blltler• Jliaaourl. 

Dear llr. Dawaona 

FILED 

~I 

!hia la to aoknowleelge your letter or reoent elate. re­
queat1Dg an opinion baaecl on the following taote• 

•1n oaae the Count7 Coroner 11 unable to aot in 
the proper oaH either beoauae of lllneaa or ab­
HDoe and a -llatloe ot the Peaoe in the townahip 
1• oalleel to _.., in the plue ot the CoroJMr• 
ia it proper anel lhwlel the Juatioe of the Peaoe 
wip1 the eleath oertltioatef 

•s.ouon ~'I • a.ri.Mcl Statute a o£ Miaaouri tor 
lQit proridea. DOD« other thi!lgl• that 1n oaH 
the Coro•r 11 oall-ecl to in~atigate tU death 
of a peraon he lhould algn the eleatb oertifioate. 
S.ot1on Ueu. Rft-1aecl Statute• of 1Q2Q• proTide• 
that in oaH ot the abMDOe of the Coroner UI7 
Juatio. of the P-.oe of the proper oounty aay talc• 
the i.nqueat aJ'.Id pertora all or tU dutiea hereby 
enjoinecl on the CoJ'CIIIler. Oil the b&aia ot thole 
two Statute• I • ot the epinion that in the 4Jnllt 
the .batloe of the Peaoe la oallecl to aot in the 
abae.a.oe of the Coroner !w haa full alltbori ty anel 
1• reqv.1recl by law to oarrr out all ot tho clutl•• 
enjoinecl on the Coroner incluellng tho alplJl« of 
tlw death oertltloate. • 

Tour requeat .uat neoeaaarlly be eleteralnecl bJ a oonatrue­
tlon ot Seotlon 1162'• R. s. Ko. 1929. to whioh JOU haTe retorrecl. 
It reada aa tollowa• 

•u tho oorcmer 1• unable to take the iDqueat. 
&D1' juatloe ot the peaM• or u;r judge or 
juat1oe of acae oourt ot reoorcl ot the proper 
oountT • Jll&1 take the 1nq~at aJ'.Id perform all 
the clutiea hereby enjoineel on the ooroDir.• 



Kr. Donald B. Dawaon. 6-18-88. 

ExMpt ~or 1iho worcla "all ot the duttea• ... abo.-. underlined, thia 
atatute ia plain ud \ll'l&abiguoua &Del DM4a DO 1Dterpretation. Dt.o 
intent aani~ea'\ecl by tho Lepalatu.re baa been olearly oxproaM4 bJ 
tho worda uaecl. Tho prmoua worda aboTe quoted, aa tar aa w haTe 
W. able te detel'lllne 1D our ro•aroh, h&ft Dot been eonatrued 
judio1all7• although the word "all" hu be• lnterpr.tecl in ooJmeo­
t1on with other mattera whioh,.. belt..,. b;r ualog to be here ap­
plioablo. 

In tlda reapeet 70Ur attention 1• inri teet te tho cue ot 
lngalla Te C•pbell, U Pao. 806, eoe, 11here1n tho Suprae Court ot 
Oregoa ooaat:rucl a atat.to with rotol"CM to the repealing or all 
1 ... relati.Jig to oiTU cl1•b111tioa et a wite. In pualn« upon the 
atatute tho oourt aa14a 

•• • • !he tirat .. otion (2~88) prnidoa that • all 
lawa which iapo• or reeoglliao oi'rll 41ab111tioa 
upon the wite whioh are not iapoeed aDd neog­
nisecl aa ezlating aa to the huaband are hero~ 
repe&l.M..' 'Jll l&WII' 'RUld include both 1ihe 
atatutoq aDd o~ l&lf'J an4 wbat.ftr ot th••• 
that iape .. or reoognise ei'rll cl1•b111t~•• 1n 
1;he OJ» that 1• DOt reeegzdse4 in the o~r are 
herolJT repeale4. !he ll&lliteat objeo't ot the 
aeotion ia te repeal, DOt to aocUty or _Dd, all 
1 ... , ·whether ocaaon or atatutory • whloh haft the 
etreot to lapoae or r"o¢•• auoh oi'rll 41•b11• 
itl••· •••• 

In tho oue ot Autcaobilo Gaaoliao Ccapaq Te C1if7 ot 
St. Louie, 8& S.W. (&d) 281, 286, tho hpnae Court ot Klaaouri ha4 
oooaaion te oonatnao a eharter pi'OTiaion ot the Ci t7 ot St, Lout a, and 
aida 

"Appellant inaiata that aaid olawM J ahould be 
oonatnaed aa appl)'lng only to propeJ"t7 tuatton. 
beoaUM it ~cliatoly tollon ole" lJ thorotere 
obriou.al7 rotora to tho nbjeota aDd objeota ot 
taation referred to in ol•u• 1, 11h1oh appellant 
oontoD4a waa 1Dtended to 1noluclo oDly reAl aW 
peraonal proport7. !he ·laniuap uaecl in oluae 
1 ia not roatrioted to real &Dd poraonal pl"'por-V• 



/ 

llr. Donald B. De:traon, 

It •&J• 'all aub~ot• or ob~ota or tuatioza.' 
whioh. u &bo'ft atated, inoludoa persona and 
o~eupat1o~ aubjeot to lioenso taxea.t • •• 

lfebate~'• D1etiOD&I7 det1nea tba word •a11• to mean ·~ 
whole qu&Dt1'tf, • • • fiYOr'f• wholly, .ntirely. total1t7J heoe. OT8rJ­
thing • • :) •• 

With tho• oonaidoratiou in ai.Jld, it ob'f'ioualy rollCJn 
that, 11' t.U oorooor 1a r-auJ.I'M to hold an inqueat on the bod7 or Ul' 
doeoue4 poracm ud to .-b tho oerl1t1oate or 4oai:b required tor burial 
ponaS.t. uad auoh ooroner la UB&ble to take •oh lnquat and tho jtlatioe 
of tho poe.eo baa taken tho iDqUeat, it thea tollowa that auoh juat1oe 
o~ the pouo ahould aip tbt oertit1oato of d•tll• 

1A 'ritllf of tho a boTe, it ia our opinion that 11hoDn"Or tho 
ooi"'Mr ia unable to take an inquoat or perform auy clut1ea t.poood upon 
h1a b7 law, the:a art:f juatioo of the pouo or azq jud~o or juatic. or &ll:f 
oourt ot NOOrd in the propo:r ooUIItJ aq take auoh t..a.tu.at Uld pertora 
all tho clutioa iapoaod upon the ooroner ~ law. 

Benoo, the .)latioe of tho ~·· ... 7 aign tho death oertitloato 
Nqulred tor burial permit within tho IIMnha~ of S..tioD ~.,. Rrdaor4 
ltat.atea of Kiaaourl . 1929. 

hapeottully aul:ai ttod, 

RUSSW. C. S!OB 
Aaaiatant .lttomey General 

.lPPROVEDt 

J. E. hiLOR, 
(Aotlng) Attorney-General 

RCS/LD 


