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LAf OR_ COMMI~IONl!:R : Section 13218, R. s . Mo . 1929, does 
not g i ve Commiss ioner a\:tthoriza tic:m 
to make inspections of radio broadcasting 
sta t i ons . 

c'ebruary 24~ 1938. 

Honor able ~ry Edna Cruzen 
Commis sioner o~ ~bor 
Je~fcr son City, ~ssouri 

Dear JJr s . Cruzen: 
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This Department is in r eceipt of your l e t ter 
o~ February 28th, wherein you make the fol lowing inquiry: 

"A question has arisen regarding 
t he rights o~ this Department to 
make inspections of radio broad­
casting stations. \1e have con­
si dered commerci a l radio broad­
ca sting s t a tions a s coming under 
or wit~ the scope of t he mean-
ing of the word ' workahops.' 

"\.il l you plea se advi ce i f this 
De partment ha s any aut horization, 
under Section 13218 of R. ~. ot 
I>li ssour1 1929 , to make inspections 
of radio br oadcas ting stations who 
accep t paid commercial advertis ing? " 

.• e quote t he p ertinent par t o-r !;ection 13218, R. s . 
k O . 1929, r eferred to i n your le tter, a s follows: 

" ·:~o ·A- ·:i- It shall be the duty of the 
commiss ioner, his a s s i stants or 
deput,y inspectors, to make not l e s s 
than two inspections during each 
~ear of all f actorie s , warehouses, 
office buildings, freight depots , 
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machine Shops , ga rage s , laundrie s , 
tenement workshops , bake shops. 
r e s taurant s , bowling alley s , pool 
halls , theater s , concert hal l s , 
moving pi c ture house s , or places 
of public amusement~ and a l l o ther 
rnanuractur ing , mechanical and 
mercantile est abli srument s and 
wor kShops. * * *" 

•. e are not exac t l y familia r wi t h ·t he oper a tion s 
a nd tne .oe chanic s of a br oad casting sta tion. However, we 
a r e convinced f r om our limi t ed knowl edge or t he same that 
t hey do not const i tute or cannot be cla ssi red under the 
sta t u te a s "workshops . " \·Je think the definition of a 
"work sh op" is cont ained 1n a s tat u te of lo~ standing 1n 
t he State of I l l i nois 1n the case o r Hitebie v . The ~eople , 
1 55 I ll . 102 , i s sufficient t o di spo ao of t he question , 
a ~ follows : 

" '..Lh e pre sent r.r osecut i on, as 1 s 
conceded by counsel an both si des, 
i s f or an alleged vi ola t ion of 
section 5 of sai d Act. That section 
i s a s follows: •No f emal e s hall be 
employed i n a ny f a ctory or workshop 
mor e than e i ght hours 1n any one 
day or f ort y- e i ght hour s 1n any one 
week.' 

' Factory' or ' workshop ' i s defined 
in sec t ion 7 of the Ac t a s fo1lowa : 
' The words, "manufa c t ur1n8 establis~ 
men t , " " r actory , " or " workshop, " 
whe r ever us ed in thi s a ct, sha l l be 
const r ued to mean any pl a c e where 
goods or produc t s a r e manufa ctured 
or repair ed , c l eaned or sorted, 
i n whol e or in part, for sale or f or 
wage s .' " 
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If t he broadc·astine stations a re to be included 
within t he t er ms of the statute then we th ink it is 
necessary f or the statute t o be more defini te 1n ita 
ter.ms. Radio broadcast~g stations being comparatively 
modern, with r e spect to the other enumerated thing s 1n 
the statute, we are of t he opinion tha t before you can 
assume jurisdiction of the stations,as Commissioner of 
Labor, it will be necessary f or the Legislature to 
specifi cally include the same. 

J. L . TA!I:VR 
(Acting)Attorney-General 
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Yours very truly 

OLLI VLR ·.1. NOL~ 
,s ;;;. istant .H.t t ornejy-I.Tenera l 


