
NOTARY PUBLIC: 
Notary public may hold one 
commission at a time. 

Only one notary public commission may be 
issued to a per son during any one four­
year period . 

February 21, 1938 
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Honorable Dwight H. Brown , 
Secretary of Sta te, 
Jeff erson City, Mi ssouri. 
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De Pr Sirs 

This is to acknowledge receipt of yours of February 
15 , 1938, requesting an off icial opinion from this department 
\n i ch is as followst 

"Ue are today in receipt of a letter 
from a notncy who was commissioned for 
St. Loui s Cit y but who also desires to 
qual ify in St . Charles County. 

Will you please gi ve us an opinion as 
to whether or not we can is sue two 
co~ssions to one person. Thanks." 

Notaries public are of ficers appoi nted by the cc vernor 
by virtue of the provisions of Section 11738 R.S. Mo . l 9ffi , 
whi ch is as follows : 

"The governor Shall appoi nt 8nd commis­
sion in ~ach county and incorporated 
city 1n thisatate, as occasion may re­
quire, a notary publi c or notaries pub­
lic, who may perfo·rm all the duties of 
suCh office 1n the county for w~ch such 
notary is appointed and in adjoining 
counties . Eaeh such notary shall hold 
office for four years , but no person 
shall be a ppointed who has not attained 
the a ge of twenty-one years , and who is 
not a citizwn of the United States and 
of t his sta te. It shall be the duty of 
every such notary when he pe rforma an 
official act outside ~a or her own 
county to sta te in his or her cert1ficate 
tho.t the eot.mty in w~ch such act is 
performed adjoins the county within and 
for which he was appointed and commis­
sioned. • 
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While t hi s aection does not specifically provide that a per­
son cannot bold two notary oommissions, Section 11741 R. S. 
Mo. 1929 sheds s ome light on this questi on, 11hich section 
reads as follows: 

"Every notary public shall provide 
a notarial seal . on which shall be 
inscribed hia name. the worda 'no­
tary public# ' the name of the county 
or city. if appointed for suCh o~ty . 
in whi ch he r esides and has hia off ice, 
and t he name of the state J ahall des­
i gnate in writLPg. in any certificat e 
signed b' hill, the date ot the expir­
ation of his commission. No notary 
publ1 o shall change hi s seal during 
t he t erm for whi ch be is appointed, 
and he shall authenticate t her ewit h 
all . his of~icial acts. and the r ecord 
and copies , certi f ied by the proper 
custodia n ther eof, ahall be rece i ved 
1n e vidence . " 

In arriving at t he full meaning ot t he Notary Publi c Act, 
both of these sections Should be r ead together. 

In construing ata t utes r elating to one subject matter, 
the provisions of such statutes should be construed together 
and construed so as to harmonize to effectuate all t h e pro­
visions if possible . Blyaton- Spencer v . United Railways 
Company of St. Lou i s , 152 Mo . App . 118. 

Said Section 11738 provi des that e ach notary publ i c 
shall hold office far four years and Sec"£l""n 11741 requird& 
the notary to obtain a seal . showing the county or city, if 
at point ed in s uch city, 1n whi Ch he res~dea. Prom a r eading 
of the f oregoi ng sections, It appears tbQ£ t he lawmaker s in­
tended that a notary public should be in possessi on of only 
one co~ssion at a time and that tor a period of four ye urs; 
and as a pe ... aon can have only one r esi dence, it is evident 
that l awmakers i ntended for the notary publi c to possess only 
one commission at a t ime because sai d Section 11741 provides 
tha t the seal of t he nota~ publi c should state t he county of 
his r esidence and tha t he should not change the seal during 
his t er m. 

Prohibiting the notary public from changing hi s seal 
dur ing hi s term :furt he r evidences the f act t ha t he would not 
be authorized to hol d two difrerent commis s i ons at the same 

, 



Honorabl e Dwight H. Brown . - 3- February 21 , 1938 

time tor if he did it would necessitate the changing of hi a 
seal fQr the second comnission. Such seal for the second 
commission showing 1he county to which it was 1s.aued and the 
residence of the party to whom it was issued Which would be 
in conflict with the information shown on the seal used under 
the first col!IDission. In other words, one or the ather of the 
seals could not state t he true tacts as to the r esidence ot 
the notary. 

CONCLUSI ON 

This off ice ia~ t herefore , of the opinion that no per­
son is authorized to hold at the s ame time notary public comm1a­
a1ons issued to h~ f or diffe~~nt counties 1n the atate of 
Missou ri. 

RespectfUll y submitted, 

TYRE W. BURTON 
Assistant Attorney Gener a l 

APPROVED: 

J. E. TAYLOR 
(.A.ctint:J Ai*>rney Gene-ral 

TWB: DA 
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