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TAXATION: Newspaper publishing list ot delinquent lands entitled 

to only one fee for each description regardless of 
number of years' taxes due against said land. 

Hon . Richard c. hShby 
r r oeecuting a t t or ney 
Livings ton County 
Chillicothe, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

august 8 , 1938 

F l_L ED 

d 
This will a cknowledge receipt of your i nquiry ot 

r ecent date whi ch reads as f ollo\v.s: 

"The County Treasurer has asked me to 
write for an opinion from your office 
concerning i nterpretation of t he fol­
l owing clause of Sec. 9952B as amended 
by the section acts of 1935 i n words 
and f igures as fol~ows: 

' The expense of such printing shall be 
pai d ou t of t he County Treasury, and 
shall not exceed the r at e fixed in the 
Count y printing contract, it any , and 
i n no ennt to exceed one dollar ( ~1. 00 ) 
t or each description, and cost ot print­
ing pa id by the County shall be t axed as 
part of t he cos ts of t he sale of any 
land or lot cont a ined i n such lis ts .' 

I t i s cus tomary fo r t he Treasurer, in 
preparing t he a~vertisement, t o incor­
pora te t he taxes f or several years in 
ea ch description. He oontenda , and I 
think correctly, tha t the nevmpaper is 
entitled to one dollar f or each des­
cription, eTen though t here be several 
years taxes corporated in tha t des­
cription. The newspaper is demanding 
one dollar tor ea ch year t axes published 
i n tha t particular description. That is 
to s ay, in the des cription ot one par­
ticular lot , if there be taxes for 1933, 
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1934, 1935 and 1 936 due, the;y demand 
tour dollars ( .oo) tor the publi­
cation ot such description, because 
as they say, each year is a separate 
description and under t hat section is 
entitled to tour dollars." 

The mathod ot entaroing the lien 'for taxes aga inst 
lands bas been change.d : in reoent years, and there are no 
oourt decisions construing many ot the details ot the present 
mathod, 'l\e must , therefore, take t he statutes applica ble 
to the question s et torth in your letter and try to g1 n 
them a rea sonable interpretation. 

~eotion 9952, Laws ot 1933, page ~29, reads as 
follows: 

"Between the tirst ot January and the 
tirst o'f July in t he year 1934 and an­
nually thereafter, and immediately upon 
the ettectiYe date ot this act, the 
county collector shall make out and re­
cord, in a book to be provided tor that 
purpose , a list ot lands ~ lots .!:!: 
·turned and remaiJ!l!i delinquent t or taxes , 
including thereln:the delinquent~xes o'f 
all cities and incorporated towns baTing 
authority to levy a nd collect taxeo under · 
their respective charters or under any 
l aw o'f this state retw;-ned delinquent to 
the county collector, separately s tated, 
describing such lands or lots .!!.!. ~ 
same a re des cribed_!!! t he .l,y boolg! and 
said dirinruent r eturns, as corrected 
under sect ons <a938 and 9 942 , a nd chargi~ 
them Vl i th the amount Of deling'Uiiit tax an 
rmre Yjars de11ii9uent, separa~­
stat~ . and n addition thereto a pe ty 
of ten per centum on s uob t ax delinquent 
'for the pr eceding year and an a ddi tiona]. 
annual ten per centum on taxes tor ea ch 
year prior to t he preceding year , a nd sha~l 
certify to the correctness tbereot , \".1. th 
the date v1hen the SB.J:D8 VIaS recorded, a nd 
s ign the same by himselt, or deputy, 
otticial.ly; * * * * * * . .. • 
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The fo r ego ing section requires a lis t to be made ot 
the various tracts of l and and l o ts upon ~hich t axes are 
delinquent. I t pr ovides _that t he list shall de s cribe such 
l ands or lots by t he s an:e description used in t he t a x books 
and del inquent r e turns, and t hen pr ovides that t hey, the 
delinquent l ands or lots a s list ed by such descriptions , 
shall be char ged wi t h the amount ot del inquent t axes , naming 
the yea r s deli nquent separat ely. It s eems clear that t his 
s t a tute contempl ates that iri Laking these lists, the land 
shall be described. and that oppos ite such description 
shall be ent e r ed a ll delinquent taxes against such l and, 
s epara tely stated by years . Thi s i s the pr a c t ica l way to 
make s uch lis t , tor in che cking t he r e cord of the delinquent 
taxes on any l and , when t he particular tra ct is located in 
t he list , you woul d have before you all the delinquent taxes 
against that parti cular land . It would be a useless thing 
to require the land to be described f or each year taxes were 
del inquent a inst it, and we must ass\lllll t hat the Legis ­
l a ture did not intend t o require the doing of useless labor 
i n this conne ction, 

Se ction 9952b, Laws ot 1 935 , page 403 , reads in 
part a s follows: 

"The county collector shall cause a copy 
or such list ot delinquent lands and 
lots to be printed in some newspaper ot 
general circula tion and publ ished in the 
county , for three conseoutiw weekS , one 
insertion weekly, before s uch sale, the 
l ast insertion to be a t leas t fif t een days prior 
to t he f irst 1bnday 1n Nowmber. And it s ball 
~ be necessar y in the printed a;r-puolishe4 
liSt to state Iii tli8 we~te thi'""'iinount of 
taies-;-penaltj;- i iiti'resan ooi'rdu. thereon, 
ea ch {ea§ s eparateifas t atel; and t ne-land 
there n escrlb8d s 11 be described 1n 
forty- a cre tracts or other l egal subdiTision, 
and t he lots shall be described by number, 
block, addition , etc.; * * * • * 
The expense of such printing shall be pa id 
out of the county treasury a nd shall not 
e xceed the rate fixed in t he county printing 
contra ct, 1t any, but in no event to excee4 
one dollar tor each des cription, wh ich cost 
ot printing a t the r a te paid by the county 
shall be t axed as part ot the cos ta ot the 
sale or any l and or lot oonU ined ~.n s uoh 
11at." 
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' The l ists l'equired to be published by Section 
9952bt supr a , a re the lists provided for in Section 9952. 
Even had Seotion 9952b merely required publication of the 
lists provided .for in Se.ction 9952, we think such publi• 
cs:tion would have only required a description ot a tract 
~ land w1 th the anDunt of all delinquent -taxes as:ti~t it 
separ~tely sta ted by years. However, Seotien 9952b goes 
fUrthe r and definitely says "it shall only be neceasary in 
the printed and publiahed list to state in the aggregate the 
amount ot taxes, penal tJ, inter-eat and cost due thereon, · ea ch 
year separately s tated". "Due thereon" means due on that 
paJ:ticular tract of lan4. "Aggrega~e amount ot t e.xes a pen­
alt~, interest and cost due the.reon" v.-ould aan taxea, pen­
alties, interest and costs for a ll ~ars due on said des­
oribed land. The l ast sentence of said latter section 
provides that the exp,DBe ot such publication shall not ex­
ceed one dollar ($1.00} for e a oh description. 

CONC:WSION 

It is, tberetore, the opinion of this office that 
in publishing lists of delinquent l ands under Section 
9952b, Laws of 1935, page 403, newspapers can charge only 
one tee for each tract ot land listed, regardless of how 
many years' t axes a re delinquent agains t said tract . 

Respectfully submitted, 

HARRY H. KAY 
Assistant 1-i.ttorney General 

AP .?ROVED By: 

;r .E . •rl 'YLOR 
(Aoting ) Attorney Genera l 


