
SCHOOLS: Diat~ict ~ residence need not pay any of the first 
$50.00 or high school tuition r or its pupils . 

, ;; ' v 
1~pril 20 • 1937 . 

Fl LED 

Honorabl e Bryan A. ill1ama 
~rosecuting Attorney 
Bollinger Count7 
Warble Bill, Mi asouri 

Dear ~. Williams: 

T.his ia t o a cknowl edge your letter dated April 
17, 1937, as follows: 

"I would be obliged if you would please 
l et me have a ruling on the following 
question: 

"'Ir ~e per capita cost ( t ea chers ' 
and lnci~ontrus) of a public high 
school ia 50 or less can the dis­
trict accept ing high sCbool pupils 
charge and colle ct f r om t he pupils ' 
home district tuition?" 

~e answer your question in the negative, in our 
opinion . Sect ion 16 , Laws of »lsaour1 , 1935 , page 351 ; State 
ex rel . Burnet t v. School Dist rict of Gity of Jeff erson, 74 
s . w. ( 2d ) 30,34. 

Section 16, supr a , specifically provide s as to the 
rate of tuition as follows: 

"* * * but tho rate of tuition paid 
shall not exceed t he per-pupil cost of 
maintaining the s chool attended , l ess 
a deduction at the rat e of f i f t y dollars 
for t he entire ter.m, * * * the cost of 
maintaining the school a ttended sha~l 
b e defined as the amount spent for 
teachers• wages and incident al purpoaea. 
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* * * In no case, however, &ball the 
amount collected from a pupil~ parent~ 
or guardian~ exceed the di~ference 
between fi~ty dollars and the per­
pupil amount actually paid by the 
State, nor aball the amount the d1•­
tr1ct of the pupil'• residence . ia 
req\lired to pay exceed the amount 
b;r which the per-pupil ooat of main­
taining the achool attended 1a greater 
than fifty dollars . • 

T.he court in State ex rel . Burnett v. SChool District, 
supra, reached the concluaion that Section 16 was exclusive 
and a complete scheme tor the paJJD&nt of tuition. The dut7 
rests ~n the achool d1at r1ct ot residence~ to pay the tuition 
of the pupil• ~ less a deduc~1on ot fifty dollars for the 
entire term. In other words~ the State 1a supposed to pa7 
the f:lrst fi1"t,. dollars and it it doea not, then the d1~fer­
enee, whatever the amount might be, may be collected from 
the pupil or hie or her parents or guardian. ihe diatrict 
ot r esidence pays tbat over and above the first fifty dollars . 

· Theref ore, the district of residence wOQld not bave · to pa7 
any of the firat fifty dollars or a pupil's tuition. 

Ai'l'ROVED: 

l. E. fiYt6R 
(Acting) Attornoy ... Oeneral . 

JLHsEG 

Your a ver7 truly • 

Jamea L. Hornooatel 
As sistant Attorney- General 


