
J . UOTO~ VEHlOLES: lf pla~es are lost or destroyed by se1~ure 
or otherwise duplicates must be issued • 

April 9, 1937 

Jl1ss Gertrude H. StokelJ 
Automobile Department 
Seoratary ot State' s Ot~1oe 
Jeff erson C1t1, Missouri 

Dear lUes Stokel7: 

• 

FILE 0 

~~ 

!hie 1s to acknowledge your letter dated April 7, 1937, 
and supplement thereto, as f ollows : 

"It is a law 1n the St a t e ot California, 
that when a car trom other state enters 
their state and 1s re·sold to an 1nd1 vidual.-
the person owning the car mast relinquish 
their plates and bU1 Cal1!orn1a pla t es be-
fore the sale is aade . !he original license 
plates , Wh1oh are not C~tlitorn1a plates, are 
destroyed bT the author1tie8 or California. 

Recently we have had quite a f ew people, both 
1nd1v1du81s and dealers , a ply f or duplicate 
aets of pla tes, carrying the sane number aa 
the destroyed pl ates. As you know, there are 
a grea t many d~alers who take automobiles in~ 
the State of Californ1a tor r e- sale. !here 
are otten ten or more automobiles transported 
at thP saae t~e and these same dealers ottea 
make two or three trips during the -re~. As 
stated before, all or these H1srouri plates 
are destroyed and the Question 1s, should 
duplicate plates be issued or should we require 
our o1 t1zens aDd dealers to buy a new set · 
ot pl ·a tes? 

Kay we have an opinion on thi s at once as we 
have some correspondence being held? '" 
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"SUPPLFlfEN'l" 

"The Jl1ssouri Dealers that sel l used cars 
1n the Stat e of Cal i f ornia , buy individual 
plates as the St are of Cal irorn1a does not 
honor dealers plates . • 

We und~atand from your letter that l~oensed K1saour1 
dealers register automobiles ln the1r own name and t e sa14 
oars to the Sta'te of Cal1torn1a for the purpose of selling thea. 
Under the statutes ot Cal ifornia when a reg1stered and licensed 
automobile in another state 1s aold in California the fore1ga 
license pl a te aust be surrendered to the authorities of Cal ifornia. 
Subsequent thereatteP said or1g1nal foreign license plates are 
destroyed, 

You inqulre if duplicate pl a t e s maJ be issued t or those 
surrendered to the author1 ties in CalifoPnia. We invl te J Our 
at ',ention to the tact tha t 1 t i s the automobile that is regis­
tered. Section ?761, Laws of M1 ~ sour1 1933, Extra Seaa1on, 
page 99. 

When an automobile i s r ng1stered Section 77?0, Laws of 
U1ssour1 1935, page 297, the commts sioner of motor Yeh1elea Shall 
without expense to the owner lasne and deliver nnaber plates. 

Section 7?74 R. s . 81ssour1 1929, provides: 

"Upon ~e transfer of ownership of any 
motor veh1ole***1ts oortifioate ot r eg1s­
trat1nn and the right to use the number 
plates Shall expire, aDd the number pla,ea 
aball be remo•ed at the time of the t rander 
ot possess 1on***'!he buyer shall remove auoh 
nuaber p1ates at the expirat1on o~ aa1d f1Te 
d.aT•, and return them ~ the prertous owner 
ot the motor vehicle, and 1t shall be un­
la~l tor the buyer, or any person other 
t han the person to whoa such number plates 
were or1g1nall7 i ssued , to have tho saae in 

.. 
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hie poseees1on after the expiration of 
such f1 ve days, whether in use or not; Pro­
vided, however, that ln the case ot a trans­
+'er or ownership the o~1ginal owner mq 
register another motor vehicle under the 
same number, upon the payment of a tea of 
$2. 00, 1t such motor vehicle ls of horse 
power or tonnage not 1n excess of that 
originally registered ;****" 

, You will note from the reading ot aeot1on 777• supra, that 
the duty is placed upon the ownor to recover his license plates 
1f he sel ls h1s r egistered automobile. Howev r# 1t he cannot do 
so by operation ot l aw he cannot be penal1~ed. lt his license 
plates are taken from hia b7 the authorities of another state them 
such are lost so tar as he is concerned. 

Section ?771 R. a. Missouri 1929, reads ae follows : 

•rn the event of the loss , aut1lat1on or 
destruction of any certif icate of reg1s­
trat1on, certitlo~te of ownership , number 
pla te or badge l s gued b7 the comm1es1on.r, 
the lawfu 1 holder ther~f 11a1. upon filing 
w1th the col'lli:11ssioner an affidavit show1Dg 
such t act, aDd on the paJileat ot a tee ot 
1.00 obtain a duplicate ot such plate, 

c crt1!1cate or badge.• 

Sald seot1on is unambi guous and pro~1des that i n the event 
ot lose , mut1la,1on or destruot1on ot any number plate a dupl1ca'e 
will be given upon payment ot a tee ot One Dollar. 

Corpus JUris, Vol . 38, pagG 244, defines Mloss• ae 
follows : 

•A generic and relative t erm. 'Loss• 1a 
not a word or 11la1 ted, hard and tast meaning . 
It maY aean e1thar the a.ot ot losing, or 
the ·thlng lo8t. In s~ instances ' l oss' 



Utes Gertrude H. Stokely April 9,. 1937 

!!I. mean th~ t wh1-ol ~ never B!, !:!::. 
ooyeria," an · in ot ers that whloh 1s 
s1mplj lf1 thheld or tha t or Wh1cb a 
p~ty 18 dispOSS P.SSed.• 

Words and Phrases. Second Series., Vol . 3 , page 185, has 
the following to say a s to the word •loon: 

••Loss-• is a r elative t orm. A failure 
~o keep tha t wh1oh one has is t.losat. 
P'oehrenbaoh v . German- America n !1tle & 
'.l'roet Go . , 65 Atl . 661, 583, 21'? Pa . 
331, 12 L. R.A. (W. S. } 465, 118 Am. St. 
R~p . 916. 11 

ln view ot Seotton 7771 supra , it a per son make• aa 
af f i dav1 t showing that h is 11oense plate s have been l~ost to 
h1m by •1rtue of the ao,1on ot the author1t1ea ot the St ate of 
Cal1f'orn1a, tilen in our op1n1on dUplicates. ot such p1ate& shoul d 
be given to him b7 the aotor veh1o1e department upon the p~mea't 
ot the r nqu1red tee. As we read Seot1on 1?71 supra# it doe• 
not a ttempt to det1ne the word •·loas w 1n any part1cular sense. 
Conaequentl7. g1 v1rig tile word lflossn the m.ean1ng tha t 11oenae 
plates ·are no' in the posses A1on of· the owner but l"'1 thheld 
to the extent that he 1s disposs-essed troa ea:ae or the use 
·or same, br-1ngs such ocel'" wlth1n the t erms of Seotlon 77'11-
and thus makes hl11 e11g1 l:J.e t-or a duplicate, 1n o\ll'> o:>1n1on. 

APPROVED: 

3. E. 'l'AY!lm. 
(Acting) Attorney Gener al 

JUhMil 

Yours v:ery twl y ... 

lames L. H~~n.Boetel, 
As s i s t ant Atto~ney Gennral 


