RE: MOTOR VINIGLA: Commissioner of Hotor Vehicles msy show
tounage cupacity on license plates for commercial vehiocles.
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Hre '. fe w.
Commisnioner of Mosor Vehioles,
Jeffarson City, !issouri,

Deup S4ir:

This Dopayiment {8 1u reoelipt of yuaur reguert for
an opinion us %o the following:

“Does the Daie Hotor Vehiele Commissi-ner
mve sathority oy would bave suthority under
the lew to show or place apon llosmse plates
“sl{“:dtm comneroinl mgg v;h::.m. the -
sathoy tonnnge Qupan of he commeroic
g&mm?m whioh the license plate is jure-

apsiele I, Chuptexr 41 of the Revised Atatuies of idsesouri,
es anelded, mﬂtlﬂl “Hotor Vehloles » loguistions shd lcense
“Foe@” 19 & POVELUS REASUYO. _ court in the eage of
%;a:e ex rel v, Deckep, 2835 I, Ve U4, ih spesking of v .is 408,
said:

k% i8 Sherolore avowedly = revelue messule. The
onier of euoh vehiele may operate it on his oun
ronises withous be subJect to the psyueds of
he reglestrstion fee im by the stotultee, In
suoh otse he wil. pay goneral proyerty tux,
“he state meintaeline Poads snd bridgee &t grext

exranses oid exaots e licshse foe for the priv

of driving or operating thuse hm-cmcg veii
thereoRe it is elesy, thereiore, theat ihe registia- .
tion foo 12 oot & tax on the wﬁlph Wt upoh the
pz':ﬂlm of oper=iing 1% on the highweye of the
state.”

he fatention of the loglislature in ensot Seatiok
7770, iaws [ Visecuri 1938, page 297, must ncovesarily be
amlmnd from & mm—nim of the purpose of the whole
Article, iu this eswe the solleetlion of revenawe. I, a8 = lleged,
the showing of the asuthorized tonnage enpuoity of comsercial
veh ioles ou the livense pletes of such vehieles will result in
inoressed revelhue Lo the Jtote by ro ucsling evasion of registra-
tion feee provided for in Jestion 77861, laws of idesouri {(ixtre
Session) 1Uli=-1004 Pe 90, then cexssi whe necessery sulliority



-l

require such showing should be constryed from Seoetion 7970
ble to 4o m0 without dodng violence to ‘the express
of the Seotion.

this Section of our lawe 18 80 cleay chd b~
ambiguous as no‘ e require, i our minds of lesst, any legsl
interpretation, Two sentences of sald segtion specifioslly
suthorize the Comnmissioner of Motor Vehicles to make this show-
ing of the suthopized tonnage eapueity of commercisl vehicles
ol the liocense plates,

The Tirst sentence of s id Seetion provides as followss

"The commiseioner shall, without expense to the owher,
ismue and  eliver to hiim suech m‘ann beuring
the nome or the abbrevisted name of stute and she
mamber acsigned ns mnay be hecessary to propexly oorry
out the provisions of ihie artiele.”

Ez

it will be moticed thst vhile this centenee requires the

namo of the state or sh abbrevistion theroof ahd the numboy
aseigned, it does not roquire these to the exelusion of other
Mch- The main purpose of the sentence 48 0 require the
lmm "of such number plates ***** ag may bve m-r{‘t.:

iy earry out the provis. one of this artiole”. it
thn in o revenue wmoasuye the efficient colliection of the revenue
is "necescary % pro erly osrry out the provisions” of the nessure.

in addition Lo this legislotive sangtion of the proposed
phn however, we have the fo express suthorization found
in the lost sentence of Seotion 7790, subeseciion (a), as follows;

"The coumissioner may rrovide for the srrungement of
suoh bumbers in groups, or otherwise, snd or other
distinguishing narks on such phtu.

in view of the foregoing, it is the opinion of this
Jepartnent that the Commissioner of lotor 18 suthorized

a Seetion 7770, lawe of dssouri .‘I.Oll. page 207, to uqmo that
cohse plates issued for commeroianl whuin
mmwtmmupatvormmmmamm

is purochased,
Nospeotiuily submitted,
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