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TOWNSHIP ELEZCTIONS:

Ballots neéd not conform with Sec. 10300,

R, S. 19D, as amended, pertaining-to~

" General Elections.

Honorable H, J, Sismmons

Frosecuting Attorney
Vernon County
levada, Missouri

Dear Sir:

March 17, 1937.

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
karch 6th, in which you reguest the opinion of this Depart-
ment on the question therein submitted. Your letter is as

follows:

"Will you kindly advise me iIn time
for the printing of ballots for the
Township elcetion to be held on the
last Tuesday in March of this year,
whether the names of candidates of
each political party shall be printed
in separate columns wi th a heavy per-
pendicular line between, with the
name of each political party appear-
ing at the top of each ecolumn, conform-
ing to ballots under the general
election law, Section 10300 of the
revised statutes of %issouri of 1929.

"Ihis county is under Township organi-
zation, and section 12270 Revised
Statutes of 1929, provides that

Ballots shall contain the name of
every oificer voted for, written or
printed on the face of the ballot,

wi th the name of the office for

which the persons voted for are intepd-
ed to be chosem. <Sald townshlp
election shall in all things conform
to the gemeral election law concern-
ing el ctions for state and county
officers, so far as same ls consist~-
ent with the provisions of this chapter.
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"I have contended that the form of
the Township ballot shall conform
with ballots printed under Section
10300, providing for the listing of
candidates of different politicnl
parties in separate columms,”

The question, as we understand it from your letter,
is whether or not the township ballot to be used at a town-
ship election shall conform with the ballots printed under
Section 10300, R, S, Mo, 1929, which provides the form of the
official ballot for genecral elections held in this State; same
now provides for a blanket ballot.

The laws relating to township organization are found
at Chapter 86, Revised Statutes of Missouri, 1929. Some
twenty-edd counties of this State have adopted the township
organization law as provided in said chapter. The township
organization laws were enacted pursuant to Article IX, Section
8 of the Constitution of Missouri, 1875. Your particular
question pertains to the form of the ballots to be used at
the township election, and we set forth Section 12270, Revised
Statutes of Missouri, 1929, which bears on the quoltian, as
follows:

"On the day of the township election the
polls shall be ocpened between seven and
eight o'clock a. m, and be kept open
until six o'clock p. m. by the judges
of the election, and when so opened the
electors of the township shall have to
elect all officers to be chosen at said
election. Sald officers shall be chosen
by ballot. BEach ballot shall contain
the name of every officer or measure
voted for, written or printed on the
face of such ballot, with the name of
the offie for which the persons voted
for are intended to be chosen, which
ballot shall be folded so as to conceal
the names of the persons voted for;
where the names of two or more persons
appear on any ballot for the same office,
such ballot shall be re jected by the
judges in canvassing the votes, only

as to the persons erroneously voted for,
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Sald township election shall in all
things conform to the general law con-
cerning elections for state and county
officers, so far as the same is con-
sistent with the provisions of this
chapter.”

Upon examination we find that Section 12270, supra,
is in identically the same form as when originally enacted.
See Section 4, page 221, lLaws 1879, i.e general election
laws, and more particularly Section 10300, K, S, Mo, 1929, as
amended by Laws of Missouri, 1933, at page 2285, has been subject
to many amendments and changes ovér a perlod of years and
provides for an entirely different form of ballot than had there-
tofore been provided for. We now have what has been designated
a "blanket form of ballot"™ for our gencral elections.

It will be noted that the language of Sectlon 12270,
supra, states that "each ballot shall contain the name of every
oificer or measure voted for, written or printed on the face
of such ballot, with the name of the office for which the persons
voted for are intended to be chosen, which ballot shall be
folded so as to conceal the names of the persons voted for;" etc.
Saild section does not provide for any particular form of ballot
or for any particular emblem on the ballot or that it shall be
under a party label and for other provisions as found in Section
10300, as amended. It provides for a simple form of ballot,
which may be written or printed, for the use of the elcctors of
the township selecting the township officers bilennially on the
last Tuesday in March, as provided in Section 12267, R. S. MNo.
1929. Zince this section of the statute has been uniform
since its adoption in 1879, we do mot think it has been subject
to the many c¢hanges pertaining to the form of the ballot in :
our gencral election laws, and is not governed by the provisions
of Section 10300, suprs.

It is, therefore, our opinion that the form of the
ballot for the township election need not conform with the pro-
visions of Section 10300, supra, as amended. We think it was
the intention of the lawmakers to provide for a simple form
of ballot to be used at township elections and that a political
party or a group of electors may sponsor certain candidates for
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office and the candidates may be selected in any manner as
the party or sponsoring groups may see fit, either by a mass
meeting or a primary, if tkat be the chosen method, which,
of course, is not provided for in the township law, »r any
other lawful manner of selection. _

Yours very truly,

COVELL R. HEWITT
Assistant Attorney-General
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APPROVED:

J - !.. n!:&
(Acting) Attorney-General
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