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TOWNSHI P ELECTI\)118: Ballots- need not conform with See. ~0300, 
R. s. 19~ , as amended, pertainin{:,- tv' 

· General Elections. 
I 

----1. 

March 17, 1937. 

Honorable H, J. Si.mmona 
Prosecuting At torney 
Vernon Oount7 
Nevada, lUssoUJ'i 

Dear Sir: 

This 1a to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
March 6th. 1n •hicb you requeat t he opinion ot thi,a Depa-rt­
ment on t he queation therein aubmitted. Your letter ia aa 
follows: 

•will you k~dly advise me in time 
t:or t he printing of ballots f:or tlle 
Townall.ip e.l ection to be held on the 
l.ast fue sdaJ 1n March of th1-- yea~ • 
whether the names ot candidates of 
each poll tic-al. part)" aball be printed 
1n aepara te col.Ul!llla 111 th a· heavy per• 
pendi cular line be tween, with the 
nama of eaoh political party appea~ 
1ng at the top ot each column, contorm­
iD.g t o ballota under the general 
election law, Section 10300 ·of the 
rev1aed •t•tutea of &isaouri ot 1929. 

• 'lbia county is under Townahip organi­
zation,, and eite t1on 12270 R~viaed 
Statutea ot 1929• prond-es that 
BaLlots ·shall con~ain the na.e of 
every of ficer vot~d tor. WP1tten or. 
printed on the face of t h e bailot, -
111 th the name of the ott1ce. ror 
which the peraona voted ror ar~ 1ntepd­
ed to-- be chosen. Said town~hip 
elaetion shall in all t~ngs conform 
to the ge.neral election law concern­
ing el ctiona tor atate and eounty 
o1'f1c•r•• eo tar aa aame 1• consiat-
ent with the provision• Of this eh&pteP. 
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Bon. •· J. SilmD.ona -~ Warch 17, 1957. 

8 I have contended that the fo~ 0~ 
the TownabJ.p ballot ahall contorm 
with ballots printed UDder Section 
10~00, providing tor the liating or 
candidates or di~terent political 
partiea 1n separate columna.• 

'rh.e question. a a we UDfleratand it trom 7our letter •. 
ia whether or not the township · ballot to be uaed at a tc>Wll• 
antp e~ection aball conrorm w~th the ballots printed UDder 
Section 10300• R. S. »o. 1929 which pil"''f'idee the form ot the 
official ballot tor general elections held Ln tbia State; aame 
now proYidea ror a blanket ballot. 

The lawa relating to townabip organi·zation are round 
at Chapter 86, Revised Statutea or 1liasour1, 1929. so .. 
twenty-o44 oountiea of this State bave adopted the town.ahip 
organization law aa provided in aaid chapter. The townahip 
organizatiOn lawa were enacted purauant to Artic1e IX, Se4tion 
8 ot the Conatitution ot Miaa·ouri. 18?6. Your particular 
queat1on pertains to the torm ot the ba1lota to be used at 
the townahip eleetioJl~ and we aet forth Section 122701 Reviaed. 
Statutea ot M1asour1, 1929, which beara on the queation, aa · 

.rollowaa 

•on the da7 ot the townabip election the 
polls &bal~ be opened between seven and 
eight o'clock •• m. and be kept open 
untU a1x o • clock p. •· b7 the judge a 
ot the ele~tion, aDd when ao opened the 
electors or the townah ip aball have to 
elect all officers to be choaen at aa14 
election. Said otf'icere abal.l be choaen 
bJ bal.lot. Ba<ili ballot Ul.all contain 
the name of eYery officer or measure 
voted tor, written or printed on the 
tace of auch ballot, with the naae ot 
the ott!., r or Wb1ch the persona vote4 
tor are intended to be ehoaen. wh1eh 
ballot ahall be tolded ao aa to conceal 
~he ~• ot the peraons Yoted torJ 
where the naaea ot two or more peracma 
ap~ on &n7 ballot ~or the aame off ice, 
euch ballo~ &hall be rejected by the 
Judge• 1n canTasaing the vote a,. only 
aa ~ the peraona erroneoualy voted. to?. 
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~aid townahip election ahall 1n all 
t hings conform to the general law con­
cerning elections for state &Dd county 
officers. ao rar aa the same 1a eon­
aiatent with the proviaiona o£ thia 
chapter,.• 

Upon exaudnation we rind that Section 12270, supra, 
l a i n identically the same rorm aa wb&n originally enaeted. 
See Section 4, page 221, Laws 1879. ~ne general election 
lawa, and more particularly Seeti on 103'00, R. s. Mo . 1929, aa 
amended by Lawa ~r Mieso.ur1, 193:S, at page eats, bas be~n aubJeet 
t o many amendments and changea o-ver a period· or 7eare and 
provides for an entirely dlf~erent to~ of ballot t han bad there­
tofore been provided for. We now haYe what has been designated 
a •blanket for m or ballot• for our general e l ect1ona. 

It will be noted that the langnage ot Section 12270, 
supra, atatea that •eaah ballot llhall contain tbe n.aae o--r eYeJ7 
of f icer or .. a.ure Yoted tor, written ~r printed on the tac• 
ot such ballot, with the na.e ot the or.n.ce t or ml.ch the peraona 
Yot•d tor are intended to be chosen, llbJ.ch ballot aball be 
f olded .ao aa to conc .. l the aa.ea ot tbe peraona Yoted for;" etc. 
Said section doee not proY14e for any particular form of ballot 
or for any part! oular emblem on the ballot or that it aball be 
under a party label and for other proYiaiona aa round 1n Section 
10300, aa amended. It prort4ea for a aimple torm ot ba~~ot, 
which may be written or printed, for the uae of the eloetora o~ 
the townah1p ael.ectiDg . the townalllip officer a biennially on th• 
last Tue~7 in Karch , aa provided in Section 12867, R. s. Mo. 
1 929. Si nce this aee\1on of the etatu.te baa been uniform 
since ita adoption 1n 18'~' we do not tbJnk it baa been aubjeet 
to t he many cb&nges pertaining to the~ fol'lla of the ballot 1D 
our general e,l$0-tion lawa, and ia DOt governed b7 the pl"OYiaiona 
ot Section 10Z001 aupra. 

It is, t herefore, our opln!on that the toPlll ot the 
ballot f'or the townahip election nee.d not contont with the pro­
v1aiona or Section 10300, supra, as amen4ech We think it waa 
the intention of the +&-.akera to provide tor a a~ple ~ora 
ot ballot to be uaed at townahip electJ.ona and that a political. 
party or a group ot electors may aponao? certain candidates tor 
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office and the candidates may be aelected 1n &QJ manner aa 
the party- or aponaoring groups may aee fit, either by a maaa 
meeting or a pr1maJ7# 1t t:t.at be the chosen method, wh.1ch• 
of cour&e. ia not proYJ.,ded tor 1n the towaship law, "r any­
otaer lawful manner or aelectlon. 

AP.t>ROVBD: 

J. I . !lYt:ol 
(Acting) Atto..rne'f-G.eneral. 

CIUf:EG 

Yours ver"f truly • 

COVELL R. HEWITT 
Asalatant AttoJ"n87- General 
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