
LO~TERlEB--Hollywood and similar ~heatre schemes . 

March 23 , 1937 

F 1 L £0 

Hon. E. L. Redman 
Prosecuting Att0rney 
Gentry County 
Albany, Mi ssouri 

Dear gir: 

We have your request of Uarch 19 , 1937, for an O'"~inion, 
which r eQuest in part i s as follows : 

"I desi.re an opinion from your office con­
cerning the legal ity of the use ot a game 
c alled Ho1lywood, in connection with a 
ooving nict ure business . Enclosed find a 
pamphlet which the promoter s ot this game 
h ave prepared, expla ining itA oneration . 

The gace is nlayed by the ~udience at the 
pictur e show, who h ave paid a regular 
theatre adois~ion nn1 r eceived a ticket of 
admittance to a movi ng o icture orograo, 
and the audi ence c ompete f or prizes offer ed 
tor succe Psful player s . Each uer oon, when 
he 1nters the t heater, ie t-;iv~n a card , .. ith 
the n~ee or three movi e stare , and during 
the course of the theater prograc the game 
i s p layed on thP scrP.en by an el ectric 
wheel rri th on a'~'~.,..ow pointing to letters or 
t he a l nhabet 0 0 the d i al, which el ectric 
wheel i t~elf ie op er a t ed succe ssively by 
means of an extens ion cord ''7i t h a button, 
placed in the hands of different per son s 
in the audi ence . Some member presses the 
button and the el ectric mechani sm c ause s 
the arrow t o point t o some letter on the 
dial, which is Shown on the screen. Each 
per son then holding a card watches the 
letters indicated on the screen, and 1t it 
is a letter embodied within the three names 
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on his card, he checks hie card by means 
of pu nching below the l et t er . This oper nti n 
i s rep~ated until some per son in the 
audi ence has succeeded in getting t h e c on­
olete naoes of two of tho s tars on hi s card 
punched out . He t he"l C 'l1 ls "Holl ywood," and 
i s a c qndi nat P for a ooney nri?e tvhich he 
draws by number . The game is continued 1n 
oper a tion unti l P.l even other oerRon~ have 
also c ortoleted a T''ol2.yw -- od, and tT7el ve prizes 
are giv~n, t ota ling 1 5 . 00 1n money . Should 
eome player in the audience scor e a Hol 1.y t7ood 
scor e within the first t wolve spins he gets 
a grand prize of a larger sum of money. It it 
i s not won in one night , it i s doubled and is 
played for a t the next t heater a ttend c e ." 

The principle underlying al l lottery l aws and narticularJ y 
Section 4~14 R. s. Ulssouri 1929, is tha t a lottery 1s a ache~e 
or device ~hnre1n anything of value is, f or a consi der a t ion, 
a l loted by chance. State vs . Ernerson9 1 s . 'f. (2) 109 . Broo~ 
Daily Sagl e vs . Voorhi es , 181 r ed . 57 ; 38 C. J . 289 . 

We notice in the pamph2.et furnl ohed with your letter 
describing the play 11 Holly,.,ood" tha t prizes !U"e a"~Varded by 
qoinning a whe~l . The arrow or wh Pel 1s r oouired to stoo on 
c~rtain l etters contP1ned in ~es on cards d i r-tr ibuted to oatrons 
as they enter the thea tre . Patrons have no l'YPY of lcnowlng and 
c annot find out when and where t he arroT'r o f +;he ,..,h0ol 1"'il1. e top 
on e ~ ch soin. ~e Supreme Court of the United St a t eR in Dillingham 
vs . UcLaughlin, 68 L. Ed . 742 , 1 . c . 747 said : 

"Wha t a man does not know and cannot find out 
is chance as t o him, and is r ecognized a s 
chance by the l a.w. 11 

The selection of those letters by sp1nn1ng a wheel is 
suff icient to con s titute tho ~lament of chance in a lottery 
scheme. 
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The third and l ast element "consideration• is present 
in the game "Hollywood''. Featherstone vo. Independent Service 
St ation (Tex . ) 10 S. ''· ( 2 ) 124; .Q.!.R or Wink vs. Griffith 
Amusement Coi!lpany (•.rex.) 100 S. w. -T?T 695 . There is little . 
or no distinction bet ·veen t he game "Hollyrmod11 and other sioilar 
g P-mea such aa 11 CJcreeno 11 , all of l'l'hich .:.u-e pl in lotteries, 
O')erated i n viol a tion of state law. 

I am enclosing herP.~th a co~y of nn oninion declaring 
aohemo~ r1nilur to "Bank Night" to be lot-t;er1es . 

It i s ther efore the o 1nl on of t his Depar tment that 
t he sch~me "Hollywood" i s a lottery prohibited by the Constitution 
and statutes of Ui s .. ouri . 

APPROVF:D : 

J . L. '1' AYLOR 
(Acting · Attorney General 

FER:UU 
E closure. 

Ree~ectfully submi tted, 

F:tANKLIN E. REAGAN, 
Aa Pi ot ant Attorney General 


