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INSANE PAUPERS: County liabl e f or support. 
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Mr . Alfred F. Moeller, 
Attorney at Law, 
St e . Genevieve , Mo . 

Bear Shr: 

•e are in receipt of your request for an opinion 
wherein you state as follows: 

"I desire ycur opinion on the following 
question: 

Do the provisions of Section 12952, 
li . ~ . ~ssouri 1929 , providing for a 
residence period of twelve months in 
the county apply to insane poor per­
sons? 

The situation here leading up to t his 
question is as follows: The person 
alleged to be i nsane was brought into 
this county by her rami~y four months 
ago being at t hat time in the same 
mentar condition she is now and the 
point at issue is whether t he county 
from which she came or this county 
should be liable for her care and sup­
port at a state institution." 

Uhder aa te of May 18 • 1935 , this department rendered 
an opinion to Dr . E. F. Hoctor, Superintendent of State 
Hospital No. 4 at Farmington, ~issouri, a copy of which is 
enclosed , wherein it 1vas determined which county should 
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assume t rw cnar~_:.e of an insane poor 1.•erson. 

Rowever, to answer your question more fully, we need 
only c .;. te the case of State ex r·el Yarnell vs. t he Cole 
County Court, 80 ~o . 80, 1 . c . 84, wherein it is said: 

" ~t s eems to have been t he purpose 
of the legislature to provide that 
before the support o~ an insane poor 
person of one c ounty can be shifted 
t o or cast upon another county , such 
insane person must have ceased to 
reside in the former county for the 
period of one year. The same policy 
bas been indicated in the law r egula -
ting the support of the poor, (2. R. 
s. , P • 1289, Sections 6579 , 6581, } 
(Section 12952 , R. s . Juo . 192.:J ) where 
it is provided that poor persona 
shall be received, maintained and 
supported by the county of which 
they are inhabitants; and that no 
person shal l be deemed an inhabitant, 
within the meaning of the chapter, 
who has not r esi ded in the county 
f or the space of t welve months next 
preceding the time of any order be-
ing made re specting such pers on, or 
who ahal l have removed f r om another 
count y fo r the purpose of i mposing 
the burden of ke eping such poor per-
son on the count y where he or ahe last 
r e sided f or the time a foresaid. " 

! r om the for egoing , we a rc of the opinion that t he 
pr ovi sions of Section 12952, supra, providinP for a r e sidence 
period of twelve months in the county applie s to insane poor 
persons, and therefore the individual having been absent but 
four months, the county from which she came is liable for her 
careand support at a state institution. 

Res pec t fully submitted , 

~1w . OHH ~.~.,YLRS 

Assistant Att or ney General 

J. L . l 'lLl.LU}{ 
(hcting) attorney ~eneral 
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