'CUUNTY CLERK: e e
FINANCIAL STATEMENT: Can only receive compensation for
making one copy of statement for

the publisher

September 13, 1937.
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Mr. ¥lvin R. Lehman,
Clerk of County Court,
California, Missouri.

Dear oir:

This department acknowledges receipt of
your letter of GLeptember 3rd, releting to charges
for the preparation of the County linancial State-
ment., Your letter is &s follows:

"The question h&s arisen as to the
Fee properly cuargeable for the
prepuration of the County Fiaancial
otatement.

"while the uLtates' ~uditors i. e.

H. ¥. Scoffield &and J. . oanders
were auditing the various County Of-
fices in Moniteau County, and at the
time when I arranged my Bill for the
Statement of Hecelpts end expendl-
tures of 1935 by and with the advice
of Mr. Scoffield I mede & Churge for
Two coples at 10¢ per Hundred words
and Figures, because s he said,
(end possibly having been advised by
your Office) it was necessary for the
Printers to have & Copy for use in
printing, end we needed &nother copy
for the information of the Court &nd
for proof-reading purposes etec.,
therefore I made the above charge.

"Since thet time the question weas
raised as to whether the Statutes
would beer us out in meking seid
charge; and I would therefore appre-
ciate 1t if you would give me your
opinion in this matter (with due res-
pect to the opinion of ¥r. Scoffield)
as I want to be sure before I make my
Charge ror making the Ltaterent for
the year 1936.

"Thanking you in aavence for &n early
reply, I am,"



Mr, 2lvin R. Lehman. - veptember 15, 1937.

The form of statement and the compensation
is govern by Seotion 12166 Laws of Vissouri 1933, pege
356, The pertinent part of said uection is, in part,
as follows:

"The stctement shall be set 1n the
standard column width measure that
will teke the leest space and the
publisher shall file two proofs of
publication with the county court
and the court shall forward one
proof to the stzte auditor &nd shall
file the other in the office of the
court. The county court shall not

y the publisher until said proof
of publiceation is filed with the
court and shall not pay the person
design=ted to prepare the statement
for the preparation of the copy for
sald statement until the stete audi-
tor shall have notified the court

that sald proof of publiecation hes
been received and that it complies

with the requirements of this Section.
The stetement shell be spread on the
record of the court &nd for this pur-
pose the publisher shall be recuired
to furnisn the court with at least
two coples of said statement thet the
seme may be fabted on the record. JFor
the preparation of the copy for the
statement the court may @llow not to
exceed the price per hundred words and
figures permitted to the clerk of the
court for the writing of the record
and no pay shall be allowed for past-
ing printed copy in the record. In

. Ssubmitting bill to the county court
the person preparing the stetement
and the publisher shall itemize the
amount &s properly chergeable to the
several funds end the county céurt
shell pay out of each fund in the pro-
portion that each item beears to the
total cost of preparing and publish-
ing suld statement and shall issue
warrants therefor.”
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Mr, klvin R. Lehman, - september 14, 1957,

Analyzing this Seeotion, it appeers the pub-
lisher must file two proofs of publication with the
county court. The section refersirequently to "the
preparation of the copy for the statement”, lie assume
thaet you, as County Clerk, will be designated to pre-
pare & financial statement in the menner and form &s
set forth in Seetion 12165. The statute uses the ex-
pression:

"For the preparation of the copy for
the Btatement the court may &llow not
to exceed the price per hundred words
and Tigures permitted to the clerk of
the court for the writing of the record
and no pay shall be &llowed for pasting
printed eopy in the record."

Ve call your attention to the fact that the
statute uses the word "eopy" &nd not "copies", in
otherwords, the singular and not the plural,

COIICLULION.

Therefore, we are of the opinion that in
the absence of statutory authority entitling you to
the seme, that you are only entitled to chérge for
one copy Tor the statement. Vie realize that the addi-
tional copy is useful and, no doubt, needful but for
the recsons stated above, we think the statute only
allows you to charge a fee for one copy.

Respectfully submitted,

OLLIVER V. NOLEN
Assistant Attorney General.

APPROVED:

JoETYIOR

(~oting) aAttorney-General.
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