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‘0lla, Missouri

Leay

epartment 1s in reec<ipt of your request for

an oninion under date of March 15th, wherein you state

ns follows:

"The faculty of the “chool of ines
on Merch seccnd enacted the following
regulation:

nsofsr as the Daccalaureate
exerclses of Commencement "eck
ere by custom "irmly establ shed
58 8 part o  the Commencement
exoreises, snd the candidates

Ior a cegree are now by i'aculty
r le requ'red to be rresent st
the “ommencement exercises, un-
less es ecinlly excused by cue
authority, it 1s ordered that sll
cendidetes for e re¢s be Inform-
ed by letter, in smple time 'e-
fore Commencement, that thelr
presconce wlll be required at the
Haecalaureate exerclses as well
a8 at Commencement ro-er.

‘ome of the members of "he faculty
doubt the extent to which this regula-
tion cnn be enforced, l.e., Lo what
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extent the fsculty can require attendance
on » sermon, which 13 a religious exer-
cise. '@ do not doubt the extent to
which we cen excuce attendance, especlelly
uron conseientious grounds. fHequiring,
however, msy be a different matter.

I sm writing to you becsuse the :chool
of lilnes has no regularly rald at ore

ney, sn-.also Lecause the cuestion may
“ave come up 1In high schools or else-

where »nd ‘he anawer 1s easlly nacer-

ts nnble by your “epartment.

I shell thank you both ~rofesslionelly
m ¢ rersonelly ‘or whatever attention
you ean glve this matter."

rticle I, of “ection ¢, of the Mis-ourl “onstitu-
tion nrovides that no rerson shall be compelled to attend
any place or system of worshlp, thus:

"That no rerson can be compelle! to
erect, support or attend any place or
system of' worrship, or to malntsin

or suprort any rriest, minister,
preacher or teacher of any sect,
church, creed or dencmination of
rellglong but if sny person shall
voluntarily meke a contract for sny
such ob Jlect, he shesll be held to the
nerformance of the some,."

‘rticle "I, of Cectlon 7, of the Misgouri Constittion
provices thet no money shsall ever be taken from the putlie
tresgury in o1ld of sny denomination:

"That no moncy shall ever be teken
from the ~ublle treasury, (ire tly
or indirectly, ‘n ald of any church,
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sect or cenominatlior of religion,
or In ald of any ~~lest, preacher,
minlster or teacher thereo”, as
suchy and that no preference shall
be given to nor sny discrimination
ma’'e ageinst any church, sect or
creed of religlon, or any orm of
relizious faith or worship.”

n the ense of Knowlton vs. “sumhover, 156 l. ‘e
(Iown) 202 l.6. 212, the conrt in holding that nutlle
schools could have nothing to do with reliclon In any
resrect whatever saids

"he school 1s s secular and "ivil
institution in wh ich sll have an
equal Interest, snd none may law-
fully make use of 1t ss &n Instru-
ment, or take adventege of its
adminlistretion, as sn opportunity
for the »romotlion of his pecullar
religlous views,

''s the state can have no‘hlng
to ‘0o with religzion except to
protect every one in the enjoy-
ment of hls own, sc the common
schools can have nothing to ‘o
with rell:lon in eny respeet whote
ever, They are as completely secu-
ler as any of the other instltutlons
of the state, in which all the people
£1llke heve equal rights anc privi-
Lepes.! Orton, Je., In State v. Doard,
suora.”

‘e tnke note of your statement to the ef ect th ‘' the
bsernlenreate exercises ronsist of " » sermon, wh'ch 18 »a
relislous exercise” =nd ‘nasmuch as the School of Mines
and Metsllurgy 1s a publle sechool, supported by pu-lle ‘unds,
we are of the opini-n that to compel the attencance of stu-
dents =t such exercises by any rule, r gulation or otherwise
would be contrary to Jections 6 and 7, of /rticle I1 of the
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¥1srouri Corstitution, supra,

fespectfully submltter,

Wie ORE EAWY ' .RS
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(Acting) /ttorney Goneral
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