TTHLE: Jurisdiction of Police Judge of city of
third class,acting as ex-officio justice
of the peace, &as to crimes and misdemeanors
is over only such offenses &as may be com-
mited within the city limites.
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Mr, Brycn Howe,
beputy Clerk,
wodelle, lo.

Deur ¥r., Howe:

This office is in receipt of your request
for an opinion &as follows:

"Wie have been recuested by & Jus-
tice of the Pecce to write for
your opinion in regurd to the
following question:

"Jould a Police Judge, sitting as
ex-officio Justice of the Fecce,
have jurisdiction of & erime which
wes committed outslde the city
limits of the City of Ledalia?"

vedelia is a eity of the third elass. The
Jurisdiction of & Police Judge in such eity is set
gut in JSection 6766 R. 5. Mo. 1929, which is s fol-
ows ;

"The police Jjudge shell be ex=-
officio a justiece of the petoe
vithin the 1imits of the ecity,
with jurisdiction as to erires
end misdereanore, but shell
heve no Jurisdcietion to hear

or determiue civil matters.

The mershal, or in his absence
the assistant nershcl or any
reguler poliecemen, shull be ex-
officio a consteble to wuilt up-
on the police Jjudge when eoting
&8 t Justice of the peuce."

The proceedings in indicteble euses for &
Police Judme in such city is set out in Secotion 6767
Re S5, lio. 1929, which is &«s follows:



the @bove

"If, in the progress of any

triel before the police Judge, it
shall appecr that the accused
ought to be put upon his trial for
en offense cpulnst the oriminal
laws of the stete and not cogniza-~
ble before him as police judge, he
shall irmmedintely stop 21l further
proceedings before him as police
Judpe, ©nd shall ceuse the com-
plaint to be made before himself
48 o4 Justice of the peace, or be-
fore some other justice of the
peace, &nd the accused shall there-
upon be proceeded zgainst in the
meaner provided by general law,
The police Judge and mershual, when
acting &8s Justice of the peace &and
constable respectively, shall be
entitled to receive therefor the
sume fees allowed by law for such
service:,."

Vie ere unable to find & decision construing
stetutes, but an interpretation of said

veection 6766 shows it is plain and unembiguous,

son, 5 S.
question,

In the case of _tate ex. rel Cobb v. Thomp-
We (2d4) 1. 0, 59, in giving & Tule on this
the court said:

"A statute is not to be reua us

iT open to construction &s o matter
of course., It is only in the case
of ambiguous statutes of uncertain
meaning that the rules of construe-
tion can have any tpplieation.
VVhere the language of & statute is
plain &nd unambiguous and its mean-
ing cleer and unmistckeble, there
is no room for construction, &nd
the courts are not permitted to
search for its meuning beyond the
statute itself, * *

A Btanderd text states the rule as follows:

If the words (of the statute) are
free from ambiguity znd doubt znd
express pleinly, clearly and dis-
tinetly the sensses of the fremers
of the instrument, there is no oc-
casion to resort to other mecns of
interpretation. It 1s not allow-
eble to interpret what has no need
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need of interpretation, The
stutute itself furnishes the
best mecns of 1ts owvn exposi-
tiong end if the sense in whieh
words were intended to be used
can be clecrly useerteined from
its perts and provisions, the
intention thus indicated will
preveil without resorting to
other means of Liding in the con-
struction. * *

CONCLUSION

It is, therefore, the opinion of this de+

partment thet the Police Judge of & city of the

third cless, sitting es "ex-officio & justice of the
pecce within the limits of the city, with jJjurisdic-
tion as to corimes and misdermetnors™ would have juris-
diction over only such offenses s may be committed
within the city limits,

APPROVLED:

Respectfully submitted,

S. - .n—JDmG.
.ssistant Zttorney Genersl

g. L. TAYIDR
(sioting) ..ttorney General
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