
COUNTY COLLECTOR : Must carry out the duties of county 
treasurer on and after January 1 1 
1937 and shall receive no additional 
compensation,in counties of less than 
40,000 pop~u~l~a~t~i~o~n~----------------------
January 16 , 1937 

t-18 

-br . Hobert .: . Haftkins 
2rosecuting Attorney 
?~miscot County 
Garuthe rs vi lle , uissouri 

Dear &ir: 

This Department is in receipt of your l e t ter of 
January 2, i nquiring a s to the compeneat1on of the Col­
l ector and noYT ex o.fficio treasurer . Your exact question 
is as fo llows : 

11 Under the e•;,nsol idation of the 
Tr easur er ' s office and the Col ­
lector's off i ce will t he Collect­
or and ex off icio Tr ea surer be 
allowed the commiss i on of one­
half o.f one per cent for disbur s ­
ing school money ?u 

·,ie assumo t hat you have in mind the consol idation 
of the treasurer' s office with the collector . In t he 1933 
0ession of t he Legislature , page 338 1 the office of 
Treasurer was abolished by consolidating it with the o.ffica 
of col lector . 

Secti on 12130, Laws of Missouri 1933 , page 338 , con­
t inues the o.ffice of treasurer in counties of more than 
forty thousand inhabitants whi l e Section 12132a abolishes 
it i n counties of l ess than forty thou~and ; Pem!acot County 
being l ess than forty thous and section 12132a woul d govern , 
said section being as follows : 

non and a .fter the expi1~ation of the 
term of office of t he c ounty treasurer 
on the 3 1st day of Dec ember , l936 , in 
all counties of this state vh1ch now 
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or hereaft e r have a population of 
less than 40 , 000 inhabitants ac­
cor din; to the last decennial 
Uni t ed States census and not under 
township organization- the county 
collector s hall take over all the 
duties now per formed by the county 
t reasurer and ~uch coll ector shall 
be county collector and ex of f icio 
county t reasurer nnd shall perform 
any and all duti es now devolving 
upon the county collector and county 
treasur er . Such collector shall act 
a s ex officio treasurer and per form 
t he duti es at tached thereto with no 
addi t·onal remuneration other than 
ouch mone ys as are allo~ed by law 
for lrls services as county collector, 
and he ~hall not be required to give 
any bond other than the bond Jiven 
a s county collector. All duties and 
obli 7ations now imposed by l aw upon 
county treasurer~ in counties having 
a population of l e ss than 40 , 000 
inhabitants accordin~ to the las t 
decennial nited States census are 
hereby set over and made a part of 
the duties and obl i gations of the 
ox offici o county treasurer as 
provided for in section 12132a. " 

On May 25 , 1936 , this department r endered an opini on 
to Honorable Forrest Smith, State Auditor of Missouri - in 
which the maximum compensation for county collector s is 
discussed and derided . A copy or t h1 s oninlon is herewith 
inclosed. 

Pr ior to January 1 , 1937 , the treasurer received , 
under ::>act ion 9266 , Hevised Statutes .LU. ssouri 1929 , 

"such compensation for his services 
as the county court may deem advisable , 
not to exceed one- half of one per cent. 
of all school moneys disbur sed by him, 
and to be paid out of the c ounty 
treasury. n 
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Likewise , the treasurer was compensat ed under 
Section 12138 , rtevised Statutes ~issouri 1929. The 
Act of the 1933 Leg14l ature uermitted t he treasur er to 
serve out his oresent ter m and , as stated before , pl aced 
t ~d du ties of .i:" ... is off ice on the county collector. In 
other words , it abolished tlw of11ce of county treasurer 
to become ef f ective J anuary 1 , 1937 . 

Having determined t he collect or ' s compensation 
at the present time what, if anything , does he receive 
as additional compensation f or carrying out the duties 
as ex officio treasurer . ..e think ~.ect lon 18132a is 
plain and definite 1n its ter~ as to the c ompensation 
when it states , 

"Such collector sl,all act as ex 
offici o treasurer and perform 
the d uties at t ached thereto wi th 
no addi t ional remuneration other 
t han ouch money s && are allowed 
by law for his servi~es as county 
col l ector . " 

:.:t is our opinion that it wa D the l nten t l on of t he 
Legislature to abolish the off ice of county treasurer in 
count i e s of less than forty thousand} that s~ch duties as 
he f ormerly performed are to be performed bJ the c ount7 
collector , and it was the further intent ion of the Legisla­
t ure t hat the c ounty collec tor carry out such dutios with­
ou t any additi onal compensation or fees . 

A PPROV" 11 

J . :. . TAYLOR 
(Acting) Attorney General 

Respectfully submitted , 

OLLI \SR ·.: . NOL .... N 
Assistant At tor ney General 


