COUNTY COLLECTOR: Must carry out the duties of county
treasurser on and after January 1,
1937 and shell receive no additional
compensation,ln counties of less than
40,000 population
January 16, 1937
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ir. Robert #, Hawkins FILED
Prosecuting Attorney /

Psmiscot County {
Caruthersville,idlssouri

Dear Sir:

This Department is In receipt of your letter of
January 2, Ilnguiring as to the compensation of the Col-
lector and now ex officlo treasurer. Your exact question
is as followes

"Under the consolidation of the
Treasurer's office and the Col=
lector's office will the Collsct=~
or and ex oficio Treasurer be
allowed the commiss icn of one=
half of one per cent for disburs-
ing school monesy?"

We assume that you have in mind the consolidation
of the treasurer's office with the collector. In the 1933
fesslion of the Leglslature, page 338, the office of
Treasurer was abollshed by consolidating it with the officéd
of collector,

Seetlon 12130, Laws of Missourl 1933, page 338, con=
timues the offlice of treasursr in countlés of more than
forty thousand Inhabltants while Seetion 12132a abollshes
it in counties of less than forty thousand; Pemliscot County
being less than forty thousand sectlon 12132a would govern,
sald sectlion being as follows$

"On and after the expiration of the
term of office of the county treasurer
on the 31lst day of December,1936, 1n
all counties of this state which now



%r, Robert W, Hawkins -2- Jamuary 15, 1937

or hereafter have & population of
lese than 40,000 inhabitants ac~
cording to the last decennial

United States census and not under
township organization, the county
collector shall teke over all the
dutles now performed by the county
treasurer and such colleetor shall
be county collector and ex officlo
county treasurer and shall perform
any and all duties now devolving
upon the county collector and county
treasurer. Such collector shall act
as ex officlo treasurer and perform
the duties attached thereto with no
additlional remuneration other thean
such moneys as are allowed by law
for nhis services as county collector,
end he =hall not be required to glve
any bond other than the bond ziven
as county collector. All dutiss and
ovlizations now imposed by law upon
county treasurers in countles having
e population of less than 40,000
inhablitants eccording to the last
decennial nited States census are
hereby set over and made a part of
the dutlies and obligations of the
ex officio county treasurer as
provided for in section 12132a,"

On May 25, 1936, thls department rendered an opinion
to Honorable Forrest Smith, State Auditor of Missouri, In
which the meximum compensetion for county collectors 1is
discussed and declded. A copy of thils opinion is herewlith
inclosed,

Prior to Jamuary 1, 1837, the treasurer recelved,
under Sectlon 9268, Hevised Statutes iissouri 1929,

"such compensation for his services

as the county court may deem advisable,
not to exceed one=half of one per cent.
of all school moneys disbursed by him,
and to be pald out of the county
treasury."
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Likewise, the treasurer was compensated under
Section 12138, Hevised Statutes Liissouri 1929, The
Aet of the 1933 Legidlature vermitted the treasurer to
serve out his present term and, as stated before, placed
tiis duties of nis offlice on the county collector. In
other words, it abolished the ofilece of coumty treasurer
to become cffectlve January 1, 1837.

Having determined the colleecbor's compensetion
at the present time what, 1f anything, does he receive
as additlional compensation for cearrying out the duties
as ex officio treasurer, e think Jection 18132a 1is
plain and definite in i1ts terms as to the compensation
when it statses,

"Sueh collactor shall act as ex
officio treasurer and perform

the duties attached thereto with
no edditional remuneration other
than such moncys &s are allowed
by law for his services as county
collector."

It is our opinion that 1t was the Intention of the
Leglslature to abolish the office of county treasurer in
counties of less than forty thousandy that such duties as
he formerly performed are to be performed by the county
collector, and i1t was the further intention of the Legisla-
ture that the county collsetor carry out such duties withe-
out any additional compensation or fees.

Respectfully submitted,

OLLIVER %, NOLEN
Asslstant Attorney General

APPROVDg

J. Z. TAYLOR
(Acting) Attorney General OWN:LC



