
GAMBLING : 
LOTTERY: 

Bingo and corn games constitute gambling. 
Bingo and corn games. 

September 3, 1937. 

F f L E 0 

Honorabl e ll. Llmer Butler 
~rosecuting Attorne7 
Stone County 

12 
Galena , Mi ssour1 

Dear Sir: 

.e have ,-our request for an opinion which i s as 
follows : 

"In the various countie s in this 
part of the state at carnivals and 
picnics we so~etLmea have bames 
called "Bingo" or corn game s , and 
wheols of different kinds which I 
believe comes wi thin the prohib1 ted 
gambli~ law, also ' penny pitch' 
e tc . Arc these different concea­
aion8 viola t ions of the law?" 

In the above type of game a 1 t appears that a 
prize is awarded f or a consi derat ion on the turn 
ot' a w.ceel , towit : The element of chance. Similar 
contests, such as guessing, have been hel d to be 
l otteries. Huddleston v . State 94 Ind. 426J Stevens 
v . Cincinnatti Ti mes- - Star Company 73 N. E. 1058 . 

The Suprel!le Court of the United States 1n 
Lil lingham v . McLaughlin, 68 L. Ed . 742, 1 . c . 747, 
s~idz 

8V~at a man does not know and can­
not find out is chance as to ~~ 
and is r ecognized as chance by the 
l aw." 

Lotteries are prohibited by the Missouri Consti­
tution, Article XIV, Section 10 , and by Section 4314 
R. S. Mo . 1929. 



Hon. N. E. Butl er - 2- Sep tember 3, 1937. 

It is, there! ore , the opinion of this office 
that bingo and other similar games aro a l ottery and 
in vi ola tion of the criminal lawo of this State. 

APl. hOV:.D: 

J . 1:. . 'l'AYLOh 

l ~ spectfully submitted 

FRAlUCLIN t . Rl ACAN 
Assi stant Attorney General . 

(Acting ) Attorne~ General . 

FER : AH 


