
PENAL INSTITUTIONS : Hopless incorrigibles who diurup~ the 
system and government of the State In• 
dustrial school may be returned to the 
sentencing court's jurisdiction for 
other orders . 

September 1 6 19~7. 

Honorable George D. Bryant 
Chairman~ Pardon ond Parol e Board 
Jefferson City, Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

We have your request for an opinion, dated August 
24, 19~7, which reads as followsa 

"Rea Annabelle Dudley - Chillicothe 

"t1rs . Kitty Shepherd Griesser writea 
the Penal Board concerning the above 
named inmate ot: the Industrial Home 
for Girla as follows: 

" ' I have another matter that i a very 
discouraging . \7e have a g irl here 
named Annabelle Dudley6 sentenced 
to this home ~ch 19th, 19M from 
Livingston County, sentenced until 
she is 21 years of age, which will 
be 1940. \'llien I came here I waa 
informed that she was a very obsprep­
eroua girl , a bad influence for all 
the rest of the girls and to prepare 
for all sorts of trouble from her . 

" ' I have been here five months and 
I .find that this girl ia moat incor­
rigible and all that the word implies. 
I have tried kindness . I have pla­
cated her . On August 18th she had 
disrupted the whole cottage to the 
extent of having to put her in a 
straight jacket. In my opinion the 
only 1110rd that would describe thia 
girl's influence is sinister. She 
has been a disrupting influence and 
caused no end of trouble 1n every 
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place we have put her. Frankly I 
feel that this girl is a born crim­
inal and I believe that she i s a 
dangeroua influence for the new 
girls that are comdng in. Io there 
any way that I could have her trans­
ferred to the women's prison ~ 
Jefferson City? I have reviewed her 
history and her record and f rom the 
advent of her c oming to this Insti­
tuti on, she has cauaed not end of 
trouble.• 

"Does the Penal Board have authority 
to transfer this girl from the Indus­
trial Home for Girls to the Missouri 
State Penitentiary. • 

Section 8364 R. s . Uo. 1929, provideaz 

"A11 commitments to the industrial 
homo for girls of girls, over t he 
age of twelve and under the age ot 
eighteen shall be made by the ju­
venile division of the circuit 
court . Every girl over the age ot 
twelve years and under the age of 
twenty- one years, wh ahall be con­
victed of any offense not punishable 
l 'i th imprisonment t'or life, or whose 
associations are i mmoral or criminal, 
or bad and vicious, or who is incor­
rigi ble t o such nn extent t hat she can 
not be controlle d by her parents or 
guar dian i n whose custody she may be , 
may be sentenced to said industrial 
home until she shall r-each the age 
of twenty-one years, if the court or 
magistrate before Whom such convict­
ion shall be had deems the girl so 
convicted a fi t subject to be com­
mitted t o said home , and the age of · 
the girl so committed t o be indorsed 
on the commitment incase any such 
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child is under twelve years of age 
the same to be placed under the con­
trol of the state board of charities 
and corrections , as provided by 
article 1, chapter 90, R. s. 1929." 

Section 8367 R. s. Lo . 1~2 , ~rovides a 

"No court or magistrate shall sent­
ence any neglected or dependent 
girl to said institu tion. or any 
girl who is insane or i diotic, or 
afflicted with an incurable disease 
or enceinte, or T-ho is so incorri­
gi bl e that , in the opinion of the 
offic6r sentencing her, there is not 
a fair poseibility of her reformation. " 

Section 8368 R. s . Mo. 1~29 , provides a 

"The officer in charbe of the insti­
tution, by and with the l'tri tten con­
sent of the president of said board, 
aball be autborized and empowered 
to return whence abe came any girl 
who shall be found to be incorrit;ible 
cr an ~proper subject tor admis6iOnJ 
and thereupon the court or magistrate 
by whom the sai d girl was co~tted, 
or his successor in office , shall 
have power to pass such Dentence as 
would have been le£al in the first 
instance if said girl had not been 
sent to said i ndustrial home . " 

CONCLUSION. 

The legislative purpose of the State I ndustrial 
Home for girls is to confine , away from hardened crim­
inals, youn& girl s found to be incorrigibl e and immoral, 
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at the same time tound guilty of an offense not punish­
able with ~prisonment for life , or found guilty of a 
misdemeanor , and tor eform £,1rls. It was not intended 
by the Legislature as a sanctuary for hardened crtminal a 
of the female sex. 

The Legislature realized that inmates in the State 
Industrial Home for girls, through oversight or mis­
information, or in the natural dissipating processea of 
nature may be discovered co~tted to the Industrial 
Home for girls and at the same t~e be hardened criminals 
w1. th no hope of reformation . 

The jurisdiction. of acy Circuit Court to commit 
scylncorrigible to t ho State I ndustrial School for girl s 
is found in Sectionr: 8364 and 8367, supra. Your dis­
cription f the cirl indicates that by her conduct she 
was not eligible for commitment in the first pl ace , and 
that the trial judge was mistaken in his original opinion 
that there was a fair possibility o£ her reformation . 

Pursusant to Section 8368 , supra~ after first obtain­
ing the v~itten consent of the Board of ~ ardona and Parol es , 
you have the statutory authority and poter to return the 
girl, as hopelessly incorrigible and an improper sUb j ect 
for co~tment, to the custody of the aneriff of the 
county in which the eirl was originally committed, to be 
dealt' with according to law. We know of no way for you 
to transfer her t o the \•omen ' s t'rieon in Jeff erson City, 
as suggested in your letter. 

Respectfully submitted 

Y,lf . ORR SAWYERS 

AP.PROVBD& 
Assistant Attorney General. 

J . L . TAYLOt\ 
(Acting ) Attor ney General. 


