
STATE PURCHASI NG AGENT: Has jurisdiction over purchases of raw 
material for the Department of Industries 
of t h e State Prison • 

. t1.ugust 5. 1937. 

r . Geo . Bl owers , 
State Purcliasinu .-'{;,ent , 
Jefferson City , M~ssouri . 

l.Jear .... r . Blowers : 

c 
w 
-J -

ue wish- to scknowledge your reques't for an opinion 
wherein you atate as f ollows: 

"~111 you pl ease ~ve us ru1 opinion 
as to whether or not this depart­
ment has jurisdiction over the pur­
chases of ralt ..... aterial for the 
UepartLent of Indust1·ies at the State 
flrison? 

'They clai~ this department has no 
jurisdiction over the purchases due 
to the fact that the raw lil.aterials go 
into the manufacture of r oods and 
commodities for resal e . " 

In an opinion rendered by this depart~ent to your 
pr edecessor in ol·fice under <Hl.te of Decc .... ber 6 , 1933 , a copy 
of which we assll.U.le is on f ile in your off ice , we hel d that 
t he Depart ment of .t-enc.a.l .t.nsti tutions Cu.J.6 \d thin the vtate 
1:-urchasinb . .H.e.,ent ..k.Ct. 

ne had occt....si on to exwuinc the sche~e of Olierations 
of the ~rison Industries in an opinion ren~ered to ~s . ~tephen 
ti . .~.tunter , Chairr...IB.Il of t he .&.~ept:trtmont of l'enal Institutions , 
under d~te of June 3, 1937 , a copy of which is encl osed , &nd 
it is to be noteo. that the operation and control of the 
Prison Industries i s vested in the state lrison Board , which 
incl udes !lnd refers to the .UepartLent of .t(;na l I nstitutions 
{Section 8320 , .rt . ~ . 1.0 . 1929) . 
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The State l~ison Board is authorized and directed 
"t o purchase such raw wateri&l as !JEJ.Y be requireu for the 
manufacture of any article in a ny inuustry now or hereafter 
carried on by said board i n the penitentiary. • (Sec.8452, R.S. 1929). 

Sections ll and 14 of the State Purch,sinr Agent Act, 
Laws of Lis so uri , 1933, page 414, n:rovi de as follo,vs: 

"Sec . 11 . The term ' ~upplies ' ~sed 
i n this .. ct shall be dee11•ed to TT1ean 
supplies, raterials, eouip~ent, 
contractual services and any and a ll 
artic l es or things , except as in this 
~·~ct otherwise Drovided. Contractual 
services shall include all telephone , 
telegraph , postal, electric lieht and 
power service, and water, towel and 
soup service . The teru ' departLent ' 
as used in this ..... ct shall be dee&ed to 
~ean departwent , office, board, cok­
odasion, bureau, institution, or any 
other a~ency of the ;:,tate. '' 

"Sec . 14 . ~~1 acts or parts of acts 
i nconsistent or in conflict with t his 
Act are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such inconsistency or confl ict . " 

e1ebster' s .1.H;\i International Dictionary (2nd Ed.) defines 
the word "W:tteria.l" thus: 

"The substance or sub stances , or 
t h e parts , ~oods, stock, or the like , 
of which anythinb is cou~osed or may 
be ~de, as, raw __ e t erial. " 

The word "materials" c s used in Section 11, supra , 
would clearl -y include raw ,......ll terials , and t here is nothing in 
t he statutes which would i ndicate a legislative intent to 
make any distinction a s to raw materials which go into the 
manufacture of goods and commodities for r esale. 
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Fro~ the fore goinb , we are of the opinion that t he 
State ?urchuain~ ~ gent has jurisdiction over the purchases 
ot raw waterial for the ve:>artr.ent ot Industries a t the 
State Prison . · 

hbS )ecttully subudttcd , 

l1A.X •• -....:::'l.:> ..... u..IU1 , 

Assistant .. _ttorn9y General. 

APPlWV.t:.i> : 

3' • ..!. . 1 .. tLo.n. , 
(Actint...) .tt.ttorne y laenerul . 

l.U/: .dh 


