
MOTOR VEHI CLES : Reciprocity or comity between states is recog­
nized by Section 7768, R. s . Mo. 1929, as it 
r e l ates to licenses of motor vehicles . 
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'l'his de pnrt mont la in rec i p t of y J,ll" letter of 
J, ebr mu-y 16th r e l f'l t 1ng to t.h c following question: 

" be f i ghwoy Po t l'Ol ta. s s s ked r~e t o 
obts n on o~.r 1on on t his pr opos it i on . 
Knnsns and -owa 1 1c~ne~s oxo1re ' oc­
a~rer 1 of eooh yc~ r , on r they a~e 

lowed n ;atr1o of gra ce until · eb­
r •,a "Y 1. rom ebr unry 1, '" y cgn 
uso their ol d l i censc5, but they must 
pay 9enalty o fifty cents ~or month 
·uft ... r t .·ot <'! n te . he questi on now 
ari~es t o tho officers w e t her a ear 
~ro~ n' ~- those ~tn tes opcrnt'ng 
v on l a s t ycnr ' s l lcsnse nnd t ast the 
pf"r .:.o of gr ee, wh ch i a l' obr uary 1, 
nllowcd by t hoso s t otos vn0 by 1' i a 
s tate, wy opcrttte in this s t r t e on 
1 t ;eor'a l icense nest the oeriod 
of grnee so allowed by t hose stntoa 
an d t L. l s s t-o~.c even though they m y 
operA to 'll on nyrnGnt of f.l pennl ty . 
'ihat i..n to ef'y • mny o eflr us1nc an 
outsta te l ' oenao of las t year operate 
pAt eb~1~ry 1 even though t' e r c 1s 

nrov1s1on in their state for the 
operation of tho eor 1pon ~symcnt o~ 



Mr. I?i chnrd "" • sbby -2-

the prnclty. " 

TI:c e orotn "")' of c. tote of ?· l!l ~our1, who "l.l so has 
· nder hia jurisdlc+-ion " n :::! control the :rcg1~trnt1on of 
:1ot or vc"' icl e l'.l, we o !"e L"'lf or,..,r , '1 13 certain roe lproc · ty 
tHtroements wltb tho otbor stntos "' r s ooctlnt l .:cens ee 
for ~otor ve~lcles . 

:e a re 1-:l.:'ormr:>J. t hn t s uch lln ngreement e xists r rom 
yer-,.. to -renr w.!.th tho stotes of K"'nsas and -own . n e 
agree ment 1s mace by octl:m •t7o , ~ . • l o ., a:s nmenC.ed, 
1929 , wh ch is ns f ollows: 

" t non.r'fH.1 L."" .n t or.ner , except s ot or-­
wise !~reln provided , own~ng 3ny m)tor 
vo 'cl e vrl:. .l c t l£:.::1 bet~n cul}· rcg·strred 
Aor the current year in the stnte , 
country or other r'l neo of wh ch the 
owner :n a r e s ioont ana which at all 
t i..mes ".7hen o-pot>ntt"c 'n tho state ha s 

i "pl eycd , .. on l t the numbel" n lnte 
,,!' r. lr to~ is ~ lied for :mch vo ~1 cl o 
in th< o lace of r s fenee of ~·1ch 
owner mny opero te or p e !'ll11 t ti:·e op­
e r!li·lon of ~11~r v lclo w.!. t hfn tPis atn te 
w ahout rog · :Jtf'l-r lnt, ouch ve!1icle or pny­
i!'lS ;.my feo to U :s stnte , rev Ccd that 
the · rovlslons of th'8 occtlon ~m 11 be 
o · e,_,vt!.ve nn to r vc,.,.iclo :-..:mcrt r :: " 
nonr es: ent or t' s Atnte only to tho 
extunt t.t.L.'lt 1;ndor tr (') l B.T:I!I Of tho stAte, 
CO' ntry f''' other• p lnco of r . s ~ c rcfl of 
such nom·•os i dent owner 1 ke e:xe·. • !on a 
ure grc ntc-r to ~oh:cles rc t,' stl3rcd 
un<. er t~e lows of and owned by r·es 1-
de nts of this stcte . '' 

.e 1\!"' e • cere .to ·e.. o +" tho O"' inion t h.'1 ~ 1 f rec lnroc ty., 
or co~1ty , exists between the t~t~ of :1ssour1, and nny 
other st'l t a ., a s conta ined in e"'ti;:>n 776 ... , quo te~ a·,:-ra, 
thnt l t ts not n vlola ~ion ~or a non-"031dent operator to 
or orn te o -,otor- vehicle n tbe Stn tc of .an eo uri. I t 'tfOuld 
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a ppear f r om the facts as contained in your letter t he 
states o Kansa s and I owa pl a ce a penal t y on an operat­
or of a i otor vehicle after Dece nber 1st of each year 
by operatin~ the same a f ter the expiration of the year 
f or h ich the license was issued . out we call your 
attention t o the f act that the reciprocity a gr eements 
~ontioned her ein in &ection 7768 must be based on t he 
11 current year" as used in the -Section .. 

17 Corpu a Juris, page 411 , defines t he '' current 
year" as f ollows: 

"The year running , pass ing , 
current, on its progress , 
ordinarily t he calendar year , 
althou~h t he context may show 
an intenti on t o r efer to a 
year other than the calendar 
year . " 

You state in your l e tter that 11 from !i'ebruary 
1, they can us e t heir old 1·censes, but they ~ust pay 
a pena l t y o r f ifty cents per ~onth after that date . " 

11 Comity" ie defined in 11 Corpus Juris ., ~Jage 
1235 as follows : 

"General l y , complaisance , con­
ceseion; courtesy between equale; 
friendly c i vili ty; respect , 
recipr oci ty; a d isposition to 
accommoda te ; good will; t he grant­
ing of a privilege , not of right 
but of good wil l ; a willingness 
to grant a privilege , not as a 
matter of right, but out of defee­
ence and good wi ll . " 

In t he deeieion of S t ate v . Nichola 98 Pac . 876 , 
the c ourt , in s peaking of c omit,y between etates , said: 

"Comity depends not alone upon 
a d l s posi tton t o f avor the citizen 
of anot her s t a te or c ountry , but 
res t s upon well settl ed principl e s 
of practice , expediency, and con­
venience . It · a a rule recognized 
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by courts and applied within 
bounds of discreti on . It is 
based upon t he s t a t ute law or 
decis i ons of c ourts of general 
juTisdic tion of othe r statos 
or countries ~ rather than upon 
our o~~ . lh ese w1ll be recognized 
and given f orce if l t be found 
that t hey do not c onf lict with 
the local law, i n f lict an in­
jus t ice on our own ci t izens , or 
violate t he puolic policy of 
the state . " 

In Jdissour i , what i s c om'llonly termed the 11deadline 11 

f or obtaini ng licenses was February 15. To permit ci t izens 
of another state to operate motor vehicles in our state, 
after the a bove date , esf.ecially when the laws of the foreign 
nta te r ec ognize i t s own 'deadline" .t' ebruary 1 , the licensee 
be i ng per mitted to operate the mot or vehicle by paying a 
penalty each ~on th woulc be, as said in the Nichols decision , 
t o inf lict an injus t ice on our own ci t izens or violate the 
public policy of the s tate in con.flict wl th our laws . 

~le are, ther efore , of the opinion that mitlzena of 
I owa and Kansas cannot operate ~otor vehicle s 1n this state 
on licenses issued by such states .for the year 1 936, by 
r ea s on of reciprocity wi t h t his s t ate, after February 15 , 1937 . 

APPROV ..... .J a 

J . .. . TAYLOR 
{Acting) Attorney General 

Respec tful ly submit t ed , 

OLLIV~R • NOL N 
Assistant Attorney General 
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