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December 10, 1936,

Colonel i+llen M, Thompson
Commiss ioner

Old Aze ~ssistance Livision
Jefferson City, lissouri

Dear ir. Thompson:

This will ecknowledge receipt of your letter
of recent date requesting &n opinion from this office
which reads &s follows:

"Vie have &n inquiry from & mem-
ber of one of our County 0ld Age
sssistance Soards, seekinz in-
formetion relative to the justi-
Tication of his county court's
subscribing $25.00 to the support
of an orgenization to be known as
the Missouri .ssociation of 0Old
sge aAssistance Boards,

".e hawve had nurerous requests,

end I would like &n op n from
you relative to the information

which I should gsive in replying

to them,"

vection 3 of the 0ld Age ..ssistance ..ct, Laws
of Vissouri, 1935, page 309, provides that in every ocoun-
ty there shall be established & county old &ge assiastance
board to consist of three persons to be appointed by the
County Court. The members of the county boerd serve with-
out compensation except the necessery expenses incurred
in the performance of thelr duties are paid to then.

There is no provision found in the ..ot or else-
where recuirins said county boards to form &n assoclution
of 0ld ~pe ~ssistance Boards &and there is, of course, no
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provision esuthorizinz the county courts to cdntribute'
85,00 or any other amount to the support of sueh an or-
ganization.

The powers of the county court are limited and
defined by law. » county court only has such acuthority
a8 13 expressly granted to them or which can be implied to
carry out suthority expressly granted.

In the csse of K v. Maries County, 249 <, V.
418, the Court at loc. cit. €20 sald:

"It hes been held unilormly that county
courts are not the gener=l agents of the
cocunties or of the state, Their powers
are limited and defined \y law. They
have only such cuthority s is expressly
granted them by statute. DButler v. Sul-
liven County, 108 Mo, 830, 1B w. W. 11423;
vturgeon v, Hampton, €8 Yo, 203; Bayless
v. Gibbs, 251 Mo, 492, 168 5. %. 5YO;
Steines v. Franklin County, 48 Yo. 167; 8
Ame. Hepe. 87, 'This is qualified by the
rule thet the express grent of power cear-~
ries with it such implied powers as sre
necessary to cerry out or muke effectual
the purposes of the suthority expressly
granted. osheidley v. Lynch, 95 ko. 487,
8 Lo Ve 4543 valker v, Linn County, 72
o. 6503 vtate ex rel. Bybee v, leckmann,
276 Yo. 110, 207 G. Ve B4,

"In this cuse there 18 no claim that there
wag eny statute which expressly gave to

the county court power to employ the plein-
tiff in the capacity here involved. If
such powsr existed at a«ll, it must be looked
for smong those powers whieh can be implied
only &8 belng escential to effectuate the
purpose manifested in &n express power or
duty, conferred, or imposed upon the eoun-
ty court by statute, If such a4 power exis-
ted, it must be one related to the subject
with which the court was attempting to deal,
and necessary to be exercised by the cowrt
in the discharge of & duty imposed by law
upon that bdbody., *¥**w
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In view of the provisions of ceetion 47 of ~rticle
IV. of the Constitution of Missouri, which provides in pert,
"The General ~ssembly shall have no power to cuthorize eany
county, city, town, or township, or other political corpors-
tion or subdivision of the utate now existing, or that may
be hereafter established, to lend its credit, or to grant
public money or thins of value in cid of or to any individual,
association or corporation whatsoever, or to become & stock-
holder in such corporation, assocciation or compeny:" we doubt
if the Legislature could lewfully wuthorize the county courts
to contribute to the support of an assoclation of old age
assistence boards, However, since the Legislature has not
authorized the county courts to do so, it is not necessary
to declde this nuestion.

CONCLUSION.

In view of the above, it is the opinion of this
department that a county court does not heve the suthority
to subseribe $25.00 4r any other sum to the support of &n
association of (0ld ..e ssistance Boards,

Kespectfully submitted,

Je e TAYLOR

~ssistant ttorney-General.
~PFROVED :
ROY MEKITTRICK

sttorney-General.
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