. A motor vehicle used to transport other motor
Mcirak JRLES vehicles whould have to be regist rec and have
1icense plates designed and provided for
ncommercial motor vehicles" as defined.
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iion. V. H, Steward
Commi ssioner of lMotor Vehicles
Jefferson City, Missouri

Dear Mr, Steward:

This is to acknowled:e your letter as follows:

"It has just been called to my atten-
tion that Transport Companies, rezis-
tered with my department as Registered
Dealers and who are using their trans-
ports in hauling or moving new cars
from manufacturer to dealer, have been
arrested or questioned by State ‘olice
Officers with reference to the use of
ealers license upon thelir transports.

"Some of these transport companies while
they have made ap-lication for and been
i1ssued Dealers license, are probably not
Dealers 'in faet'!, and since the question
has been raised as to whether or not
these Transport Companies should be
allowed to transport motor vehicles using
Dealers license plates upon their trans-
ports, and especially in hauling for
hire, we kindly request that your depart-
ment furnish us an opinion fully cover-
ing the matter."

Article 1, Chapter 41, R. S. lo. 1929, pertains to
"motor vehicles" and a reading of said chapter shows that
every motor vehicle operating upon the highways of the State
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of Hissouri must bear license plates. In order to obtain
license plates the vehicle nmust be registered. . rovision
iz also made for certain exemptions when the motor vehicle
is owned by counties and municipalities. 3ection 7767,
R. S, Ho. 1929, Manufacturers and dealers must have
license plates. Seetion 7764, R. S. Mo. 1929, C(wners
mast have license plates on their vehicles. Section 7761,
Laws of Miccsouri, 1933, Extra Session, page 99.

Seetion 7759, K., “. ¥o. 1929, defines the word "dealer"
as follows:

"Dealer.! Any person, firm, corpora-
tion, association, agent or sub-agent
en_aged in the sale or exchange of new,
used or reconstructed motor vehicles

or trailers.”

It is to be noted that the transport companies do not
come within the definition of the word "dealers." Consequently,
sald transport companies should not be permitted to re:ister
and obtain "dealers plates." Seetion 7761, supra, provides
that owners of motor vehicles or trailers which will be
operated on the highways of the State of Mi ssourl must be
registered. And upon such registration a set of plates bear-
ing numbers is given to said owners.

Provision is further made for the classification of
motor vehicles into those that are designated (&) as other
than commercial vehicles,and (b) those designated =as
commercial vehicles. A separate fee is exacted for each of
said vehicles. Referring to -ection 7759, supra, it is
seen that a "commercial vehicle"” is defined as follows:

"4 motor vehlcle designed or regularly
used for carrying (a) freight and mer-
chandise, or (b) more than eight passen-
gers,."

The transport companies have motor vehicles which are design-
ed and regularly used for carrying freight and merchandise,
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to-wit, automobiles. Thus, having established the
vehicle and the use to which it is put as being a
"ecommercial motor vehicle)! said vehicle should be
registered as such and appropriate license plates issued
covering said "commercial motor vehicle"™ so used by the
transport companies. In other words, the transport
automobiles would be in the same classification as trucks
and would bear the same type of license plates, in our
opinion.

You state that "Transport Companies, rezistered with
my department as Reglstered Dealers % # % %, have been
arrested or questioned by State Police Officers with
reference to the use of Bealers license upon their tranes-
ports."” If said transport companies were acting in good
faith and were following instructions from your Department
as to the use of s :.1d dealers license plates, then it is
our further opinion that said transport companies should
not ve penalized by fine or otherwise,but that such trans-
port companies should be given an opportunity to purchase
and become equigped with the proper "commereial motor
vehicle plates.

Yours very truly,

James L. HornBostel _
Agsistant Attorney-General

APFROVED:

A Jaf{N ",'?u HOF :‘-mﬂ' JI' .
(Acting ) Attorney-General,

JLHIEG



