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All applicants ror a third grade certificate must present 
evidence of having completedFour years of high school 
~urk or its egutfalent. 

6 U(;USt 25, 1936. V 

9,: ' 1 F l L E o-
Hon. C. vi~nnaGel 
Prosecutin3 ~ttorney 
Laclede County 
Lcbnnon, ffissouri 

f~ 
l>ear ;,:)ir: 

Thi s ~ill eckno~ ledge recoi ' t of yoUl· letter 
re ; uesting a n opinion upon t he follo~ing stato o f t aets: 

"It L Jer~on held a third grade certifi­
cate 0 n or before veptombor 1st, 1 923, 
oualit'yin~, a t tha t til!:.e in ..,,ro.a.r ..... tion, 
could that perbon, ~t tho 1~csent t~ 
( cs.?eci.c.lly ut'ter ouch person had tout;;ht 
t or Wld durin: intervening yearn) tw<e 

nd •ur...lity for ~uch emr..i nc. tion t; i tll the 
sruoo r wlifice. tions th-.1 t t.uoh l)cr.;;on hud 
i n taking the e~ination be f oro ~e~to~ber 
1s t, 1 923 . 

" I n other l.orda , i t ~uch person s q_uali­
tied as a holder ot a third grade oert1t1-
oate prior to ~eptecber 1st, 1923 , must she 
now in securinG o. renewal or to.k1UJ another 
exn~in&tion have tho 1Uulit1ont1ons necessary 
tor thooe ub.o did not hold o. third c;rade cer­
titioato prior to ~optc~ber 1st, 1923 . 

" 'xn.t!tple of Problen: A, in 1922 hold n third 
:;rude certif'icate tha t did not re «_tu1ro two 
yoars of Hi ,3h s chool work. tatute required 
those not holdi ng o cert1ticate as ot veptem­
ber lot, ~923 , to ha'fB two ye ars of h1ch s chool 
v~rk, It' A , on t!l.e expir a tion of her third 
grade certitioate , takos a nother oxaminnti on 
z:ust ~he hnve two years or hi Gh school m r k?" 
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Your attention is directed to Section 9472, R. s . 
Mo . 1929, r el ating to qualificati ons of persons i n obta ining 
third grade certifica t es . It pr ovi des i n part a s follows: 

" **** from and after September l, 1g23 , 
all a :)plicant a for o. third gr ade certificate 
must present evidence of having compl et ed 
t ro year s of high school work or its~uiva­
lent. **** from and after September 1, 1925, 
all ar.plicants for a third gr ade certificate 
must present evidence of having compl e ted 
t hr ee years of such work , or its equivalent . 
From and after Sept ember 1, 1g27, all appli­
cants for a third grade certificate must 
pr esent evidence of having compl et ed four 
year s of such ork, or its e quivalent . ** " 

and further : 

'' **,..* that provisions of this section shall 
not apply t o any person who hol ds a certifi­
cate entitling him to teach in the schools 
of Missouri a t the time of t he t aki ng effect 
of thi s section. **** " 

The above statute cont emplat es that all applicants 
for third grade certificates must present e vidence ot their 
having completed t wo year s of high school work or its e quival ent 
from and aft er Sept ember 1, 1923 ; from a nd nfter September 1, 
1925, all applicants for a third grade certifica t e must pr e­
sent evi dence of having oam~leted three year s of such workJ 
f rom a nd after September 1, 1927, ell applicants for a third 
gr ade certificate must present evidence of havi ng completed 
four year s of such work. 

The proviso above set forth i n nowise .4id prohibit 
the t eaching by a per s on holding a third gr ade certificat e a t 
the time of the enactment of the section above set forth iri 
~)art. The proviso contempla t ed t hat a person e. t th~d; time 
holding e. certificate would be able t o teach until such time 
as the expira tion of the certifica t e theret ofore i ssued. 

Under the provisions of Section 9470, R. B. Mo . 1929, 
it provides i n part that, · 
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" third gr ade shall be valid tor 
one year." 

Under t he provisions of Section 9473, R. ti . Mo . 1929, 
providing tor the r enewal of teachers' certificates, it is stated 
t hat, 

" * * * third grade certifica te 
may be granted to any one person 
in but f our consecutive years; 
* ~ * third gra4e certificates 
shall be renewed without examina­
tion once . 

You may note from the above section of t he statute t hat a 
person may be gr anted a third gra4e certificate to teach in but 
f our consecutive years, meaning that the person may be issued a 
third grade certificate entitling him· to tea ch in but tour yeara 
and that such person may not teach after tour years without holdins 
a higher gr ade certificate . You will further note tha t a third 
grade certificate may only be renewed without examination once. 

It i s evi dent that t he Legisl ature , i n enacting these sec­
tions above mentioned, had in mind t hat the s cholastic a tta inments 
ot the t eachers hol ding certifica t es should be increased from t~e 
to time so that the J ersons entitled to receive an education 
would r e ceive the best obtainable . 

"A", as menti oned in your hypothetical question, would 
upon the expira t ion of her t hird grade certificate have to take 
another examinat i on before a cer tificate entitling her to t eaCh 
would be granted, and s he must have had a t l east tour years of high 
school wor k as set forth in Section 9472, supr a. "A" has t aught 
during the four consecutive years holding a third grade certificate . 
At the present time "A• would not be entitl ed t o r eceive another 
third grade certificate to tea ch in the public school s . 

CONCLUSION 

All applicants for a third grade certificate to teach in 
t he public s chools must present evidence of having completed tour 
years of high school work, or its equivalent, as set forth in 
Section 9470, R. ~ . Mo . 1929 , supra . 

APPROVED: 

JOHN l.f . HOFFLLAN, Yr . , 
(Acting) Attorney General.. 

Respectfully submitted , 

RUSSELL C. STOllE 
Assistant Attorney General 


