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Lear oir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
requesting an opinion upon the following state of facts:

"If & person held & third grade certirfi-
cate o n or before ueptember lst, 1983,
quelifying, at that time in preperation,
could that person, &t the present tiue
(especinlly after such person had taught
for and during intervening years) tuke

snd cualify for such examination with the
same guslifications that sueh person had
in taking the exanmination berlfore .eptember
1st, 1923.

"In other words, if such person was guali-
fied as a holder of a third grade certifi-
cate prior to September lst, 1923, must she
now in securing & renewal or taking another
examination have the gqualifications necessary
for those who did not hold a third grade cer-
tificate prior to ceptember lst, 1923,

"Example of Problem: A, in 1922 held a third
arade certificate that did not require two
years of Hizh school work, Jtatute reqguired
those not holding & certificate as of Ceptem-
ber 1lst, 1923, to have two years of high school
work, A, on the expiration of her third
grade oortifieate, takes &another examinstion
rmust she have two years of high school work?"
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Your attention 1a.d1reoted to Section 9472, R. S.
Mo. 1929, relating to qualifications of persons in obtaining
third grade certificetes. It provides in part as follows:

n ¥A%¥ from and after September 1, 1923,

2ll applicants for & third grade certificate
must present evidence of having completed
trvo years of high school work or its sjuiva-
lent, **** From and after September 1, 1925,
81l avplicants for s third grade certificate
must present evidence of having completed
three years of such work, or its eguivalent.
From and after September 1, 1927, all eppli-
cants for a third grade certificate must
present evidence of having completed four
years of such work, or its eguivalent., ** "

And further:

" ¥%k*% that provisions of this seetion shall
not apply to any person who holds a certifi-
cate entitling him to teach in the schools
of Missourl at the time of the taking effect
of this seetion, **** n

The above statute contemplates that all applicants
for third grade certificates must present evidence of thelr
having completed two years of high school work or its ecuivalent
from and after September 1, 1923; from and after September 1,
1925, all applicents for a third grede certificete must pre-
sent evidence of having completed three years of such work;
from and after September 1, 19287, ell epplicants for a third
grede certificate must present evidence of having completed
four years of such work.

The proviso aebove set forth in nowise d1d prohibit
the teaching by a person holding e third grade certificate at
the time of the enactment of the section above set forth in
part. The proviso contemplated that a person at that time
holding a certificate would be able to teach until such time
as the expiration of the certificate theretofore issued.

Under the provisions of Section 9470, R. S. Mo. 1929,
it provides in part that,
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"third grade shall be valid for
one year."

Under the provisions of Section 9473, R.5. Mo. 1929,
providing for the renewal of teachers' certificates, it is stated
that,

n ¥ ¥ * third grade certificate
mey be granted to any one person
in but four consecutive years;

* * * ghird grage certificates
shall be renewed without examina-
tion once.

You may note from the above section of the statute that a
person may be granted a third gradée certificate to teach in but
four consecutive years, meaning that the person may be issued a
third grade certificate entitling him to teach in but four years
and that such person may not teach after four years without holding
a higher grade certificate. You will further note that a third
grede certificate may only be renewed without examination once.

It is evident that the Legislature, in enseting these see-
tions above mentioned, had in mind that the scholestiec atteinments
of the teachers holding certificates should be increased from time
to time so that the persons entitled to receive an education
would receive the best obtainable.

"A", as mentioned in your hypothetical question, would

upon the expiretion of her third grade certificate have to take
another examination before a certificate entitling her to teach
would be granted, and she must have had at least four yeers of high
school work as set forth in Section 9472, supra. "A™ has taught
during the four consecutive years holding a third grade certificate.
at the present time "A"™ would not be entitled to receive another
third gradae certificate to teach in the publie schools.

CONCLUSION

All applicants for a third grade certificate to teach in
the public schools must present evidence of having completed four
years of high school work, or its equivalent, as set forth in
Section 9470, R.3. lo. 1929, supra.

Respectfully submitted,

RUSSELL C. STONE
Assistant Attorney General
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50ﬁ W. Eol!m. :r.’
(Acting) Attorney General.
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