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chapter for the purpose
of complying with _
requirements of the Ke-

s settlement Administration

10
September 23, 1936

Hon., R. C. Smith
Regilonal Director
Region TII

342 Massachusetts Avenue
Indianapolls, Indiana

Dear Sir:

This Department is in receipt of your letter of ep=-
tember 3, to Honorable Guy B. Park, Governor of the State
of Missourl, requesting an opinion as to the following:

"(1) Mday the public funds of the
State and political sub=
divisions thereof and other
local governing or publie
adninlistrative bodles be
used for the payment of
premiums or workmen's com=
pensation insursnce or other
equivalent form of insurance
covering signatories of
voluntary work agreements?

"(2) Are the State and its political
subdivisions and other local au=-
thorities authorized by law to
assume llablility for injuries
sustalined by assigned voluntary
work agreement signatories?

"(3) Will assigned voluntary work
agreement signatories be other-
wise simllerly protected by such
insurance by the operating of
the provisions of any other ap-
plicable State statute?"

The statutes of the State of lissourl covering the
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Workmen's Compensation Law are found in Chapter 25, Article
1I, Revised Statutes iMissouri 1829,

Section 3303 provides, in part, as follows:

"Seetlions 3300,3301 and 3302 of this
chapter shall not apply to any of the
following employments:

"¥First: Tmployments by the state,county,
municipal corporation,township,school

or road, dralnage, swamp and levy dise
tricts,or school board, board of educa=-
tion, regentes, curators, managers, or
control commiesion, board or any other
politiecal subdivisions, corporation,

or quasli-corporation thereof.
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"Fifth: Employments by minor employers

not determined to be engaged in an oc=
cupation hazardous to employes. Any
employer in this section exempted from
the operation of sections 3300, 3301

and 3302 of this chapter may bring hime
self within the provisions of this chapter
by filing with the commission notice of
his election to accept the same, and by
keeping posted in a conspicuous place on
his premises a notice thereof to be fure
nished by the commission,and any employe
entering the services of such employer
and any employe remaining in such service
thirty days after the posting of such
notice shall be conclusively presumed to
have elected to accept this chapter unless
he shall have filed with the commission
and his employer a written notice that he
elects to reject this chapter."

Section 3304 defines the word "employer" as used
in this chapter, as including,

"# #(b) The state, county, municipal



Hon. R. C, Smith -3 September 23, 1936

corporation, township, school or
road, drainage, swamp and levee
districts, or s=chool boards, board
of education, regents, curators,
managers or control commission,
board or any other political sub-
division, corporation, or quasi-
corporation, or cities under
speclal charter, or under the com=
mission form of government, which
elects to accept this chapter by
law or ordinance,

In view of these statutes, it is the oplinion of this
department that the State and its political subdivislons and
other local authorities are authorized by law to assume the
oblirations contained in the Wworkmen's Compensetion Law of
the State of iissouri, and that public funds of the State
and political subdivisions thereof may be used for the pay-
ment of premiums or workmen's compensation insurance, pro=
viding, of course, that the proper eslection has been made by
law or ordinance and an appropriation made in conformity
with sald law or ordinance,

Of course, whether or not a State and political sube=
divisions thereof and other local authorities have made thils
election or made the required approprilation 1s a guestion of
fact that would have to be determined in sach particular
instance.

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN VW, HOFFMAN, Jr.
Assistant Attorney General

APFROV:Ds

ROY HeRITTRICK

Attorney General
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