
I n terpr e tat i on of Sec tion 10241 , Revised 
&t;atutes Missour i 1~29 

August 26, 1936 

Honorable Henry c. Salvete r 
Pros ecuting Attorney 
Pettie County 
Sedalia , rsussouri 

Dear Sir: 

This department ie in r eceipt of your letter of 
August 20, requesting an interpretation of Section 10241, 
Revised Statutes ~iesouri 1929 , as it refers to a candidate 
ror the orrice ot sherirf, on the rollowing two questions& 

vides z 

1 Vlho ie competent t o sign a certiricate 
or nomination under t his section, and 

2 To what election do the words of this 
statute, "at the last pr eceding election'! 
r erer. 

Sect ion 10241, Revie&d Statutes Missouri 1929 , pro-

"The certificate of nomination of a 
candidate selected otherwise than by 
a primary shall be signed by electors 
resident within the district or politi­
cal division r or which t he candidate 
is pr e sented , to a number equal to two 
per cent. of the entire vote cast at the 
last preceding election in the state ,the 
county or other division or district for 
which the nomination is madeJ provided 
that said signers shall declare in said 
certificate that they are bona fide 
supporters of the candidate sought t o 
be noDllnated and have not a1•ed and 
will not aid in the nomination of anr. 
other candidate for the same mff1ce. 1 
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In the case of St ate ex rel . Pr e iss v . Se ibel 295 
1.~o . 607 , 1 . c . 624, t he Supr eme Court said 1 

" Section .Sll provides for the nowai-
nation of candidates for public offices 
otherwise than by a primary election. 
If el ectors resident within a district 
or polit i cal division of the State , to 
a number e qual to one per cent of the 
entire vote cast at the last preceding 
el ection in the State, county or other 
political division, desire to nominate 
one or more candidates for public 
off ices, to be fil l ed by election, the 
right to nominate them and have their 
names printed on the ballots is guaran-
teed in the manne r prescribed by this 
section of the statutes. The candidates 
so nominated may be those already 
nominated by one of more of the political 
parties , so that under this section electors 
may nominate candidates of t he various 
poli t ical parties and have their names 
printed on the ballots . This authorizes 
electors to act independently of all 
political parties . In other words , a 
ticket so nominated would be a non• 
partisan or non- political ticket . The 
only r estriction upon such nomination 
i s that the electors signing a certificate 
of nomination must declare in the 
certificate that they are bona- fide 
supporter s of the candidate sought to be 
nominated , and have not aided and will 
not aid in the nomination of any other 
candidate for the same office . " 

In view of the foregoing, it is the opinion of this 
deoartment that only t hose e l ectors are qual ified to sign 
t he certificate o£ nomination who have not aided and do not 
intend t o aid i n the nomination of any other candidate for 
the same office . In other words , i f an el ector voted for 
some other candidate for sherif _. 1n the prillary election he 
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is not qualified to sign the certificate of nomination. 

We are further of t he opinion t hat t he words or 
t he etatute , .. at the last preceding el ection, " rerer , in 
this instance, to the last preceding election tor the 
of f ice of Sheriff of Petti e County. 

JWH:LC 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOBB W. HOFFMAN , Zr . 
(Act1ng) Attorney General 


