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Not necessary to print ballots fc~ Socialist and Socialist­
Labor parties in City of St . Louis , vhe·re there are no 
contests; having cast less than 5% at l~st election for 
Governor • 

June 9 , 1936. 0 v' 

!~ . Alfre d L. Rottman 
Chi e f Assistant 
Board of Zlection Commissioners 
st . Louis , Missouri 

Dear Sir: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
request for an opinion, which letter i~ as follows: 

"Under authority of Section 10267a (page 
67, ~lection Laws of 1933·1934) this 
Board printed no Socialist and Socialist­
Labor Ba llots at t he Primary Election 
held August 7, 1934; these parties having 
cast less than 5% of t he total vote cast 
f or Governor in 1932, and not more than one 
person having :til ed as a cand1rta.te :tor any 
office on such party tickets. 

again, at the coming pri~ry election, 
there may be no c ontest for any offices 
on such uarty tickets . The situation 
differs, however , in tha t party committee­
men and committeewomen are to be elected 
( Section~ 10278 and 10278a , pages 66 and 67 , 
Election Laws of 1933-1934) and we are in 
doubt a s t o'lbe ther or not ballots must be 
provided. Please give us your opinion in 
t he f o llowing instances: 

1 - Should not more than one person file 
for election as committeeman a nd 
and c ommitteewomen , respectively , 
must ballots be printed f ar such 
parties? 
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2 - Should no persona decl~re themselves 
candidates for Gommitteeman and Com ittee­
woman , t he law provides t he voter may 
write in t he name of a man and for such 
offices. J.luat ballots. therefore be 
provided '?" 

I n your letter or request you have called our a ttention 
t o three sections of t he statute bearing on the quest ions 
asked in your letter. and request our interpretation of same. 

Section 10 278 , rl . s . 1.o . 1929 , provides for the e l e cti on 
of a committeeman and committeewoman of the townshi p or voting 
district at the Augus t Primary in the even- numbered years by 
viri ting in i n t he space l eft for that purpose on the ballot the 
names of a man and a woman, qualified electors of the precinct, 
or voting district . as the case may be . and said section further 
provides that qualified electors may hQve their names printed 
on t he ballot for committeeman and committeewoman by complying 
with t he provis ions of Section 10257 , H. s . ~o . 1929, in other 
words, may file f or committeeman or committeewoman . 

section 10278a, enacted at the 1931 ~ssion of t he 
General a ssembly a nd shown at page 209, Laws of .. Jissouri , 1931. 
provides for the election at tl:e next August Primary and every 
four years thereafter in a l l cities in this state which now 
have . or which may hereafter have 500 , 000 i nhabitants or more , 

committeemen and commi t t eeT;omen. n.nd it further provides 
tnat each voter may write in th~ space left on t he ballot for 
that purpose t he names of a ma.n and \YOman, qualified electors 
of t he ward for committ•e .:an an<.l committ eewoman f or such \1ard, 
and t he man and t he woman receiving t~e highest number of votes 
i n such ward shall be t he members of t he party committee for 
t he city for which such ward is a p3.rt and shall hold office 
f or a period of four years from and after the date of such 
primary and until their successors are duly elected and quali­
fied. Candidates for com.rt.itteeman a nd c ommitteewoman , under 
thi s section, may file declaration of candidacy the same as 
other candidates may do f or offices by compl ying with the provisions 
of Section 10257. supra , and by paying t o the treasurer of the 
par t y c ommittee of t he city of which such vard is a part the 
sum of '\t lOO . OO, which shall be evidence of their good faith. 
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It is therefore seen tL~t in the Cit j of s t . Louis . 
in each pre sidential year . the committeeman and committeewoman 
may be sel e c t ed i n the manner ·therein provided and th e man 
and t he uoman receiving t he h18hest number of votes in such 
ward shall oe the members of t he party committee of the city 
¥Jhe t her he or she is a write - i n candidate or a regul arly 
filed candidate . 

The 1933 J eneral ~s sembly . ~~a o£ Missouri . 1933. 
page 238 . added t he following section t o Chapter 61 . Article 
s . R. s. ro . 1929. known a s Section 10267a . whi ch section 
provi des as f o llows: 

". benever any person shall have tiled as 
a. candidate for nomination upon a party 
ticket which . at the l a st pr eceding 
election for Governor . a~all have c a st 
l e ss than 5 per cent of t he t o t al vote 
cast for .overnor in s uch election . and 
when not more than one person shall have 
fi l ed as a candidate for any office on 
such par ty ticket. no ballot shall be 
printed for the primary election a s herein 
provided unless upon pet i tion of at lea st 
10 per cent of t he vot ers vot ing in the 
county at said preceding election f ar 
Governor . ;,hen no ballot s are printed a s 
hereinbefore provided . the candidate s filing 
declar a tions and who are unopposed shall 
be certified. as by this chapter provided. 
as t he nominees of such party ca sting l ess 
than 5 per ce~t of t he vote of t he state . " 

Coming now t o t he quest ions asked in your letter: 
Fi rat ; Shoul d not more t han one person file for el ec tion a s 
committeeman and comrrd t teewoman . respectively . must bal lots be 
print ed for such parties ? 

''.'e assume . of course . tha t you have r eference t o the 
parties . namely . Socialist and Socialist- Labor parties ment ioned 
i n your letter. Under the provisions or Section 10267a. supra . 
a person who shall have filed as a candidate f or nomination 
upon a party ticket which shall at t he l a st preceding e l ection 
f or governor have ca st l ess than five per cent of the total 
vot e cast for governor in such electi on . and when not more t han 
one person Shall have filed as a candidate for any off ice on 
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such ticket . no ballot shall be printed for the primary 
election as herein provided. unless upon a petition of a t 
least ten per cent of the voters voting in the co~ at said 
preceding election for governor . Persons f i ling ab candi­
dates under t he provisions of this section, havi ng no 
opposition. are certified as nominees of such party wit hout 
party tickets being printed for same. 

Replying . t herefore , to your first quest i on . we are 
of t he opinion that if not more than one man and woman shall 
file as a c ~ndidate f or co~~itteeman and committeewoman tor 
the minor party groups aforesaid. one of each t o be selected, 
it will not be necessary t o pri nt ballots merely to permit 
voters to wri te in names for committeeman and c ommitteewoman 
respectively. assuming that there are no contests for other 
offices on said tickets . 

nnd replying to the second question asked in your 
letter~ that where no persons declare t hemselve$ candidates 
for coremi tteeman and co~~tteewowAn . coming within t he pro ­
visions of Section 10267a . supra , where it has not become 
necessary t o print ballots by reason of no contest. we do not 
deem it necessary to print ballots solely for the purpose of 
permitting electors belonging to the r espective parties afore­
said writing in the names of per sons for comn::i tteeman and 
co~rultteewoman in those wards where there are no contest s for 
other offi ces • 

. e think it v~ s the intent ion of the Legislature by 
Sec t ion 10267a. supra . to dispense with t he ~inting of primary 
bal lots for parti es casting l ess than five per cent of the 
t otal vote ea st for Governor where there are no contests for 
any offices , and where no one files for corn.rni tteeman or committee­
woman for those parties. likewise t here is no conte st . It 
would seem to u s to be i llogical to cause !lallots t o be printed 
mere l y to permit vot ers t o writ8in names for com:nitteema.n and 
co -r'li tteev1oman . 

A.PPR OV D: 

JuHh •. • HO J t\A'N • J'r . • 
(Acting) Attorney- General 

CR..I : EG 

ver y truly yours. 

COVELL R . HEWITT 
.a.ssistant Attorney- General 


