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the annual financial sta tement 
TAXATION: It is duty of county court to pay a newspaper not t o exceed 
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March 20, 1936. 
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~ . Gene B. aoach , 
/~ 

The carthage Democrat, 
<...arthage , .~..i! ssouri . 

J)ear ..;,)ir: 

'fhis de .>artment is i n receipt of your letter o f 
.~rch 9 her e in you request an opinion on the following a ntter: 

" * "' * Does not the state law 
previae t hat t he ar~ual financial 
county sta tement, in each county 
shall bo published; and does it not 
embrace a fullness of the meaning 
tha t it must be a tull and complet e 
statement of all items of expenses 
and all i t ems of r e cei pts? 

"Also, does not the law now provi•e 
t hat the county shall pay tor the 
t ax sales tor delinque nt taxes (under 
the ne w acended law) at the rate ot 
vl . OO per tract? Our county i s hold­
ing out on this since laot October. 
I t hink they know, as .db I, full well 
what the law is and whut it neans, but 
we cannot set t hem t o a ct in settling 
the bill . • * * * " 

In 1935 the General ~ss~bly ot the J t ate of Uissouri 
passed ~ection 12165 (Laws or o . 1935, p . 317), the pertinent 
part or which is as follows : 

"On or before t he fi rst onday in 
~ch or each year attar the taking 
ortect ot t his a ct the county court ot 
each county in this state slulll prepare 
~nd publish in sooe nows~~per ot gen­
cr 1 circula tion p~blished in sueh 
county, if s uch there be, and if ~ot 
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by notices posted in at least t en 
places in such county, a detailed 
financial statement of the county 
tor the year ending December 31, 
preceding. ~aid stat ement shall 
show the bonded debt of the county, 
if any , kind or bonds, date or 
maturity, interest rate, r ate of 
taxation levied tor inter est and 
sinking fund and authority tor such 
levy, the total amount of interest 
and sinking fund that has been 
collected, interest and sinking fund 
on hand in cash, list ot persons to 
whom interest and s inking fund has 
been loaned with the name of each 
borrower, &mount of each loan, int­
e r est r a t e on loan, description of 
the security f or t he loan, and amount 
of interest, it any, delin~uent on 
each loan . vaid statement shall a lso 
show separa t ely the total amount 
ot t he county and township school 
funds on hand and loaned out, the 
acount of ) Cnalties, f ines and for­
feitures collectea duri~ the year 
and turned into the permanent s chool 
tund, t he name of each person ~ho 
h~s a loan from the permanent s chool 
fund, whether county or township, the 
amount of t he loan, date loan nas 
made and date ot maturity, description 
ot the security tor the loan, aaount 
it any, of delinquent interest on each 
loan. Jaid statement shall show the 
total valuat i on of the county1br 
purposes of taxation, the highest rate 
ot taxation t he Constitution permits 
the county oourt t o levy tor purposes 
ot county revenue , the rate l evied by 
the county court for the year cover ed 
by the statement, division of the rate 
levied among the several funds and total 
amount of delinqueht taxes for all years 
as or December 31 . The statement shall 
show receipts into each and every fund 
separately. First,trom the gener al 
tax book; second, fron railroad tax 
book; third , fro~ bi lliard and other 
t able licenaes; fourth, ferry licenses; 
tift,, from l and bac~ tax books ; sixth, 

.... 
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from personal delin~uent l i s ts; 
seventh, f i nes and penalties ; a nd 
ei ghth, f rom other sour ces . The tota l 
r e cei pt s tor t he year i nto all f unds 
shall be shown in t he r e capitula tion. 
Di sbursement s shall be shown i n detail 
and each (and) e"fery warrant i s sued shall be 
shown separ a t el y except as her ein expressly 
provided . Dat e of warr ant, nuober, per­
son t o whom issued and purpose tor which 
issued shall be shown. Under sepa r ate 
heading in each f und the s t atenent shall 
show wl~t war r a nt s had been paid (or to 
pay whi ch funds were i n the hands of the 
count y t reasurer as or De cember 51) and 
under a separ ate heading what warrants 
~ere out•tanding and unpaid for t he l a ck 
of funds on that date with appropr i a t e 
balance or overdraft in ea ch fund as 
t he case may be . l ar r ants tor salaries 
of per sons drawing yearly pay shall be 
brought into one call i n t he following 
torz:1. .1arrant s .No . • • ••••• •• etc. dated ••••••• etc. 
salar y or (name of per s on , title of office 
or employment, rat e or ~ay; a nd total 
amount of war r ant issued) . I f part are 
paid a nd part a re unpaid , such na id and 
unpaid warrants shall be lis ted separ a t el y 
under proper heading , as her etofore pro-
-vided . 1arr ants i ssued to pay for the 
service of election j udges and clerks of 
el ections shall be i n t he fol l owi ng 1!ora: 
Warrant s lios •••••••• to ••••••• i nclus ive, 
pa y judges and clerks of elect ions at f •... 
per day , lis t ing t he names run in and not 
lis ting each name by lines , and at the end 
of the l ist of names giving the total ot 
t he amount of all t he warrants issued for 
such electi on services . Disbursements by 
r oad distri cts shal l show t he warrants , 
if warrant s have been i ssued . Where money 
has been disbursed by over seer s t he f i nan­
cial stat ement shall show the t ot a l 
pa id by the overseer to eaoh per son for 
t he year, and t he purpose of each payment. 
If the _:>a)'l:lent was t or labor i t shall s how 
t he number ot days each per son worked 
during t he year , t he r ate and the t otal 
amount pa i d to each ~erson duri ng t he year. 
~ch r oad distri ct shall be sho~ s epa r ately 
and the s t a t us of r e ceipt s and di sbur s ements 
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tor each district for the year 
shall be shown. Jtat ements ot 
special road districts shall be 
included in the county financial 
stat ement in the form in which ~aid 
statements were submitted to and 
approved by the 9ounty court . Receipts 
into t he county distributive shhool 
fund shall be listed in detail, dis­
bursements s hall be listed and the 
amount of each such disbursenents. 
I f any t axes have been levied by 
virtue of vection 22 of Article X 
ot the Constitution ot ~ssouri , the 
financia l s tatecent shall contain the 
following: ' By virtue and authority 
of t he di s cre t ionar y power conferred 
u;>on 'the county courts of t he several 
counties of t hi s s t a te t o l evy a tax 
of not t o e xceed 25 cents on t he ~100 
a ssess ed valuation t he ca.unt y court· 
of •••••••••• county d id f or the year 
cover ed by t his re ~ort levy a tax 
rate of ••• ••• cents on t he ~ 100 
assessed va lua tion, -hich said tax 
amounted to ••••••• •• • and as dis­
bursed as f ollows.' The statement shall 
show how sa i d money was disburs ed and 
if any part of said sue has not been 
accounted for in detail undor some 
previous appropriate heading such 
portion not previously accounted tor 
shall be shown in detail . The recapi­
tulation s hall be at · the end of the 
statement and shall be by tunds and shall 
show the condition ot each fund at the 
end of the year as to cash balance or 
overdraft a s bet~een total receipts 
and total disbursenents of every kind 
including every warrant or other obli­
gat ion against each fund outstanding at 
the end or the year. At t he end of the 
statement the person designat ed by 
the county court to prepar o the financial 
stat ement herein r equired shall append 
t he tollo ins certificate: * + ~ * * • 
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I 

It is duty of Countz Court to 
print financial statement under 
uection 12165, Laws ot ~. 1935 
page 317 

As the sta t ute sta tes , t he County Court shall prepare 
and publish in so~e newspaper of seneral circulation publi shed 
in t he eount7, we are of t he opinion that it i s mandatory on 
the County Court to print t he annual financi al statement. We 
are further of the opi ni on t hat i n setting forth the data which 
shall be contained i n the f inancial sta tement, such s tatement 
must cont ain all of the data as s et forth i n Section 12165, supra. 

II 

a printing con-
shall pa:r a 

s sold 

With r eference t o t he liability of the county for the 
payment of t he delinquent t ax l i s ts, you are respectfully referred 
to Jection 9952b , La ws of •. .o . 193 5, p . 404-, VJher ein 1 t is pro­
vided: 

tr 'f- .., -~ * The expens e of such 
printing shal l be paid out of t he 
county t reasury and shall not 
exceed the rat e fixed in t he county 
printing contract, if any, but i n 
no event to exceed one dollar for 
each uescri~tion, w~ich cost of 
~rinting a t t he r a t o ~aid by t he 
county shall be t axed as pa r t of 
t he cos ts of the sal e of any l and 
or l ot cont ained in such lis t . " 

It i s t her efore t he opi nion of t his department that it is 
the duty of t he count y court to pay a newspaper not to exceed 
~1 . 00 for each description, unless t he county has a printing con­
tract, and in that event payment shall be a t the rate as contained 
in t he contract . 

APPROVJID : 

aespeotfully submitted. 

OLLIV ~R i . NOLEN 
i~sistant ~ttorney Gener al 


