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TAXATION: Owner of undivided inter est may redeem entire 

tract from sale. 

I 
December 17, 1936. 

Hon. w. 5 . Pelts 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Dade County 
Green~ield, Mi ssouri 

Dear Hr. Pelts : 

lfe are 1n r eceipt of your reouest for an on inion of 
this office reading a s follows : 

tt I am rvri t lng you in reeard t o some 
land tha t was sold by t he collector 
for taxes in 1936. 

The purchaser nt thi s sale is J . ~. 
Drisdell and the collector issued him 
a certificate or purchase at the time . 
Now Ur. HcCamrnon of St.Loui s is wanting 
to r edeem t hi s land and s t a,es to 
collector in hie letter he owns f ive 
t hir tieth or one sixth and perhaps some 
other interest . 

What I want to know i s can Ur. McCammon 
redeem any greater part of t hi s land than 
he actually o~s. The f act tha t he owns 
one six th would tha t wt.rrant t he collector 
permitting him to redeem the whole t ract, 
or should he limit him to the one sixth 
he owns according to Section 9966a, 
Session Acts 1933? 

It seems that Section 9956a, Oession Acts 
1933 is a little confusing and that is 
the r eason I want your opinion on this 
question." 
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In determining the issue presented by your communication 
we are r esolved to the provisions of the specific s t atute under 
cons i deration and the application or general and wel l known prin­
ciples t " such sta t utory enactment. It is to be remembered that 
the Jones- Uunger Law, beginning a t page 425 Laws of Mi ssouri 
1933, set up a new and complete sys tem tor the enforcement ot the 
payment or delinquent real esta te taxes . Along w1 th the pro­
visions looking t o the enforcem~nt of the payment of t he t axes , 
specific s ections ere enacted referring to the redemption ot 
the property r~om the aale, thus looking to a protection of the 
prop erty rights ot persons who, through temporary financial 
embarra ssment, might otherwise be r equired to finally sacrifice 

. their land in payment or the obligation due the state. qections 
9955a to 9966a inclus ive, set up means whereby redemptions may 
be made from the sales provided for in t his law. You refer to 
section 9965a, page 436, Laws or Missouri 1933 in your communi­
cation. This section is short and reads a s follows : 

MAny person claiming an undivided part 
ot any l and sold tor taxes may redeem 
the s ame on payi ng such proportion of 
the purchase-money, interest , penalty 
and subsequent t axes as he shall cla im 
or t he land sold . • 

Section 9956 commences : 

Min every ca se where a part ial r edemption 
is asked for*•~.,.. .~,~ 11 

and then provides the specific procedure through which the person 
shall go through in order to effect a partial redemption. In 
other words it appears that qections 9955a, 9965b~ 99~5b and 
99o5d each provide a specific r ight t o a person who only desires 
to redeem that cer£nin part of the tract in which they are 
particularly and e specially interested by virtue of their owner­
ship or t he undivided share or specific part or land which may 
have been sold tor t axes . Section 9956 prescribes the manner 
in which suoh partial redemptions may be etf'ected. However, 
Section 9966a proTides in part a s follows : 
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"file owner or occupant o~ any land or 
lot sold for taxes , or any other persons 
having an interest therein, may redeem 
the same a t any time during the t wo years 
next ensuing, 1n the following manner:***" 

Thus this section authorizes and provide s tha t any person having 
an interest 1n the land may , i~ he so desires , redeem the tract 
or lot of land sold. Thus it appears that this later section 
provides a right in any per son owning a tract to redeea the 
tract trom the sale or if such person has an interest 1n the 
tract, they may redeem the entire t r ac t ~om the sale. We muet 
give a specific meaning to the words Mor any persons having 
an i nterest therein" which are contained in Section 9956a, be­
caus e ot well known rules ot construction. A~ter thus Analyzing 
these pertinent sections ot the l aw it appears that we should 
apply the rules well known and recognized as applicabl e to this 
legi s l ation. 'l'hese eeetione are ot course sections authori zing 
redemption from tax sales . auch laws are recognized as r emedial 
laws. 25 R. C. L. 1080 , Section 300 . Remedial sta tutes ·should 
be intflr Jreted l iberally to embrace all cases f airly within 
their scope and so as t o accompl ish the ob jec t ot the legis­
l ature and effectuate the purpose of the· sta t ute . 59 C.J. 
110?, Section 657. 

In 26 R. C.L. 427, Section 384, we find the following 
statement : 

"In most of the states the right o~ 
redeaption i s based wholly on statute 
and exists onl y so tar as specifically 
provided; but it has always been held 
that a redemption l aw ought to receive 
a liberal construction in favor of those 
whos e es t a tes will be otherwise divested, 
especially where the time al lowed ie 
short, and am )l e indemni t y i s given to 
the purchaser and a penalty imposed on 
the o't'lller. • 
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Applying a libe~l construction to the stat utes in question, it 
appears that the Jones- Uunger l aw author1?.ea a oera 1n having an 
undivided interest i n a tract or lot or land to r edeom his un­
di vided interest i f he so de sires, or, if he so desires, he mar 
redeem the whole tract trom the Aale. 

CONCLUSION. 

It i s therefore the O 'inion of t his office, from the 
information conta ined ~n your communication, tl1at i n the question 
put , Mr . McCammon is entitled t o redeem the whole tract from 
the s ale if be deposited with the County Collector a sum 
sufficient to cover the entire tax, penalty, interest and costs 
which have accrued. 

APPROVED: 

J . E. TAYLOR 
(Ac ting) Attorney General 

HG.W:UY 


