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CORONERS ): Coroners are required, whenever they have in

TEAD BODIES )°  thelr custody the body of a deceased person
to be burled at public expense, to commynicate
with the secretary of the Anatomiecal Board for
dispositlon of sald bodye.
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This will scknowleige recelpt of your letter, re~
questing an opinion, which resds ss followss

"Dre Us He Schoemaker, Ceeretary of ¢
locel ’‘natomlical Hoard, csme in ‘o see
me a foew daeys ago in reference to the
disposition of dead bodles which the
Coroner's office of “t. Louls hereto-
fore has seen it to s end to ‘otters
fleld, which is & burisl ground »rovi-
ded by the Uity of ite Louls for =11 un-
claimed bodies.

"Under the enclosed pasper (Notification
to Znatomiceal Poerd), Ir. Schoenaker
claims thet I should turn over to him sll
unclsimed ‘odles wh'ch I would ordinarlly
resign to Totters Fleld. # # # % =

“"he question naturslly srises - how long
does the body of such deccased which comes
under the Coroner's attentimn belong to
him? Joes that ownershlp, if you wil!,

of the body terminate at the close of the
Inquest or at the burisl? Or do those
bodles remaln *he property of the Coroner
in perpetusm?®

We Jirect your sttention to Sectlon 11626, R. "o H0e,
1929, relating to when 1t 1= the duty of the coroner to
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bury the body of s dead humen belng, which reads In part as
follows: ’

"whenever sn inquest shall be hseld,
if there be no relative or friend of
the ceceased, nor any person willing
to bury the body, nor any person
whose cuty it !s to attend to sueh
burial, the coroner shall procure

a cheap, plain coffin, and ceuse a
grave to be dug and the body to be
conveyed thereto and buried,”

Your sttention is further directed to ‘“ection 92129, of
e Se MOep 1929, relating to the disposition of bodies of
papers, whi!ch reads in part as follows:

"‘uperintencents or werdens of peniten-
tlerles, houses of correction and bridewells,
of hoap!tals, insane asylums and poor-
houses, and coroners, sheriffs, jallers,
¢lty and county uncertakers, and all
other state, county, town or c ty oificers
in whose custody the body of any deceased
person, required to be buried at public
expense, sgaII Te and are hereby requ .red
iﬁ%eﬁ!ately to notify the seeretary of

the boerd of dlistribution, whenever any
such body or bodles come to his or thelr
possesslon, charge or control, snd shall
thereafter dlspose of such body or

bodles, as the secretery of the state
board may clirects = # # % =% ",

It 1s obvicus that when one has read each of the sbove
quotec perts of the statutes that there mlight be 2 confliect
between the two andi, in this respect, we must necesssrily
construe the statutes in light of :“he object to be sttained
by each of the respective statutes,

In the case of Coates and Hopkins Realty Co. vs. Kensas
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City Term nel Rallway Compeny, 43 "e Ve (2nd), l. c. 822,
the court sald:

"1,11 provisions of lew on one tople
shoulé be consicered ln determining
the meaning of any particular portion
thereof # # # and such a construction
should be given to the latter as will
keep all the provisions of law on he
same subject in harmony, and give
effect to all, when posslible,' # # i

# # %o UWhen statutes appear to

be In confllet, 1t 1s the duty of

the court to harmonize them, if possie
ble, according to the general legisla-
tive intent,"

Cons'dering "ectlion 11626, supra, we {ind that, in
event an 'nguest be held by the coroner and there being
no relstives or ‘rlencs of the decensed, or any person
willin- to bury the body, 1t becomes the duty of the
coroner to attenc to such burisl. Section 9129, suprs,
mrekes 't the duty o the coroner whenevér the body of any
deceased rerson 1s to Ue burled at publlie expense, to
immedintely noti:'y the secretary of the board of cistrle
bution, wh. ch secretsry shell have t he r izht to direct
in whet menner end how s body may be cdisposed of, Of
perforce, someone must be charged with the cduty of burylng
the hodles of dJeceased mrsons snd¢ the leglslature has
gseen fit to place this cuty upon the coroner, »IDut, the
fact that thls cduty wss placed on the coroner cdoes not
in any wise relleve seld coroner from the duty of -otify=-
ing the secretery of the board of dlstribution for desd
bodles,

There may be instances where the ‘natomical Hoard has
sufficient cacdavers for ‘heir needs in the various institu=
tions within thils state. CShould that ocemasion ever srise,
the secrotary of the Anatomiecal Roerd would, In all proba-
billity, advise the coroner. /nd, then he coroner should
proceed to meke cisposlition of such body or bodles in his
possession in sccordance with ‘ection 11626.
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CONCLUSION

e, therefore, rule that coroners are cherged with
the cuty of notifying "e secretary of the Mlssourl ina=-
tomicsl “oard whenever they have in heir custody the
body of sny deceased person required to be burled at pube
lic exrense.
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