D AD BOLILS: Schools and colleges wlthin thls state now in-
corporated, or hereinafter incorporated, teaching
descriptive anatomy are entitled to receive dead
bodies when complying with the provisions of
Artiecle 3, of Chap ter 53, of R, S. lo. 1920,
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December 16, 1936 FILE N

Pr. Ms Ds Overholser, Secretary
Missourl State Anatomical Board
Columbia, Missourl

Dear I'r. Yverholser:

This will acknowledge r eceipt of your letter of
recent date, requesting an opinion relative to our in-
terpretation of the Anatomical Law.

"The Hohenschuh-Carpenter College
of ‘mbalming, “t. Louls, Mo., has made
a request to the Board tr dlssection
material, My letter of Lecember 2nd
to Dr. Schoemeker (copy enclosed) states
that in my opinion the school 1s en-
titled to this material. Dr. Terry,
in a letter to Dr, Schoemaker (copy
enclosed) feels that thls school 1is
not entitled to dissection material.
Will you please let us have your ruling
on this matter?"

To the end that a complete understanding may be had
relative to the right of the above college to have dissection
materlal, we quote the letter directed by Dr. Terry to Dr.
Schoemaker, which 's appended to your request for an opinion.

" 4 % % According to the -resent law
1t would appear that Dr. Carpenter's
claim for dissecting materlal has
support throurh the incorporation of
his school and the teaching of anatomy.
I would not be willling to accede to
thls Interpretation for 1t certainly
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‘e direct your attentlon to “ection 9128, i,
1929, relating to the creation of the /‘nstomlecel "o rd,
wh lch provides in rart as follows:
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was not the Intention of the law to
dlstribute bodies to institutlions or-
genized for geiniul purposes. I think
thet it implied that the distribution
of bodles shoulé be cdone with the ut-
most cescretion as to the responsiblility
to the publie in the handling of them.
This is safe=guarded at the present time
by putting the meterlal in care of the
medlcel orofession, If any undertaking
conecern can 'ncorporate a school I think
i1t is inevitable that the safe-gu rding
will break down ‘0 the perill of the con-
tinuance o' the anatomieal law, I think
this Interpretetion should be presented
to the ’ttorney General for an opinlon
before inclu ing en embalming school

in the me-bership of the ‘natomical
“oarde. It would be far better for the
Joerd as now ~onatituted to rece’ve and
deliver for use bocles o the Imbalming
School which should be returned to some
Instlitution representei on the instomleal

-~

Brarde”

"Professors and demonstrators of
enatomy of the schools and colleges of
the state of iilssourl, which are now or
may hereafter become !ncorporated, end
in whth sald schools and colleges, ces-
eriptive anc demonstrative anatomy 1s
taught to sfudents in attendance at said
schools ancd colleges, sheall be and are
hereby constlituted a board for the dise
rosition and dellivery of dead human
bodles, hereinsfter deseribed, to and
eamong such schools snd colleges as under
t e crovisions of thils article are ene
titled the-eto."

In the case of State vs, Thatcher, 98 U, 7. (2), 1. ce

e "Oep
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643, the court ‘n discussing the languege of an enactment
snid:

" % # # the language of the enactment
1s perfectly clear and unambiguous.
In such cese there 18 nothing to con-
strue, and no intent contrary to the
eviient intent can rationelly or
permiesibly be 1mplied.”

‘ection 9123, supra, unequivocally states that professors
an¢ demonstrators of anatomy of the se s end colleges of
this state wih'ch are now, or masy hereafter become incorpora=-
tes, end in which said schools ané colleges deseriptive and
demonstrative anatomy 1s teught, are constituted a board
‘or the disposition and delivery of dead human boiles. /s
part ¢ the curriculum of the schools end collsges in thils

stete, 1t 1s necessary that descriptlive and decmonstrative anatomy

be taunchte

fould's Medlesl Dicticnery defines deseriptive anatomy
at pe 75 8= being:

"a study of the separate and indivi-
éual portions of the body spart from
their relationship %o surrounding parts,”

" monstrator" ls also def'ined in Gould's Mediecal Jiction=
ary as being:

"one who instruects in the practlcal
application of the arts and sclences.”

“ection 9130, fe "o li0e, 1929, relating to the distribu=-
tion of deac bodles, provides as follcws:

" he secretary of the board shall cause
to be clstributed the bocles aforessid
to the schools and colleges ment loned
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in sectlon 9128 hereof, upon the
egcceptance and comnlience of sald

s-hool snc colle;e with the rrovisions
of this artlecle in rroportion ‘o the
number of students in atten’ nce at

snid schools and colleges, in which

the subject of snatomy 1s belng tau ht.,"

~ection 9131, He e MOe, 1920, relating to = en schools
snd colleges of thl!s state, shall secept movisions of th s
erticle, nrovl'es in rart ss follows:

""he president and secretary of such
school and colleze in thls stats, de=
siring to aeccept the provisions of
this artlecle, shell, within sixty
“erm

days of the flrst day of eac
of seld sSchool or caile e, make and
urnish to o secreta of an
Toard & sworn aEaEeman% aoEEqu

or "he n er of stucents In

nttencance at sald school or college
in while

Zeu;hEg # ¢ 7 ¢ @

You will narticularly note that the schools and colleges
of th's stete shall, within sixty deys after he ( irst cdeay
of each term of sa!'d school or college, make snc furnl!sh to
the secretary of selé bosrd a sworn statement setting forth
the number of students In atten ance st sald school or college
in wh'ch the subject of enatomy 1s belng teucht. ¥No douct,
the leglslature at the time this section was enacted had in
mind that the bosrd should make cisposition of cead human
bocles based upon the number of students in atten ance. It,
therefore, becomes mandatory upon the presiient and seerctary
of such schools deslring dead humen bocdles, to make the sworn
statement set:ing forth the number of students within sixty
days sfter the flrst cday of each term of seid schools or

colleges.

“ection 9133, He “s lY0e, 1920, relating to the meeting
of ‘he rersons who compose the ‘natomleal Bosrd and the come
penaation of the secretary thereof, provides as follows:

""he nersoms constituting the sforessaild
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board ahkell meet on the first Tuesday
in July, after the rassa;e of th's ar-
tlele, In Jefferson Clty, !issouri,
and organize by clecting & rnresicent nd
secretary sn’ such other offlcers as
in their judgment mey be necessary,
and shall thereafter meet as often as
once in each year, snd at such time
end rlece as the board may ceclde.
said boerd shall f the cnsation
e secreta ereof, and eac
8ChoOl or colle accapft The pro-
visions ol Llils article shall pay to
the secretary Ol ssld board a am'; o
o :5:.3 anﬁ determined by seicd board;

wh gﬁ ahall te_Iln proportion to the

arovided for, or so much rer capite
for cach of sald s tudents; md the
amount so fixed shall be peid to sald
secretery by each of the schools or
colleges accepting the provisions

t]"e eof. ('\. ':. 1919' 00. 7348.)“

C NCLUSION

In 1ight of the above, 1t 1ls the oplinion of this derart-

ment thet sny school or college now incorporated, or herein:Iter

incorporated, within this state, wherein the subject of des~
criptive and demonstretive anatomy is teught, ls entitled

to recelve dead human bodles, provided they sccept the ro-
visions of /rticle 3 of Chapter 53, e« "o io., 1929 by meking
end fMurnishing to the secretary of the ‘natomlesl Ioard e
sworn statement within sixty days of the first @ y of each
term of saild school or college setting forth the number of
students in attendance at sald school or college.

e further rule that the schools or colleges sccepting
the nroviaions of the sforementlioned artlicle shall pay to the
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secretary of the /‘natomleal Zoerd 2 sum which 1s fixed snd
determined by sald boerd based upon the number of students
in attendance at sald schools and colleges.

“esp ectfully submitted,

RUS LLL e STONE
sclstent /ttorney Ceneral
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