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COUN'l~ COURTS ....... )Iay correct erroneous 4-e sc.riLptJ.on 
ot land. 

60UN'l ':i COuRTS--May compromise taxes only as provided 
for in Section 9950 as amended. 
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Mr. Thomas A. Uathews 
Prosecuting Attorney 
st. Francois County 
Farmington, Uissouri 

d 

Dear Sir: 

We have your request ot August 28, 1936, tor an 
opinion of this office as follows : 

"The asses sment of property in the name 
ot B. H. Marbury tor the years 1933, 
1934 and 1935 is described on the assess­
ment book and tax boo~ as fol lows : 

One acre in surve7 349 in the City ot 
Farmington, St . Francois County, Hiesouri. 

And because ot t he inadequate , Tague and 
indefinite description ot this property 
the party owni ng same r efuses to pay the 
taxes on t he pr operty as a result ot the 
assessment made above . 

The County Court ot t hi s County realizing 
their position, on the 12th day ot their 
Jlay term ot Court this year corrected the 
description, as t~e certlfieA copy ot 
order hereto at tached will Show. Ur. 
Uarbury r efuses to pay his taxes for the 
reason abovo stated and the County Court 
and Col lector ot this County are desirouB 
ot knowing whether or not they should 
accept the otter ot 50¢ on the dol lar in 
order t o compromise and settl e t he t axes 
or proceed to advertise and sell the 
property under the Jones Act, and describing 
t he pr operty as t he certified copy ot 
Court will show. 11 



Kr. 'l'homas A. Mathews - 2- August 31, 1936. 

I t may be s a i d tha t the original assessment description 
of the property t o be assessed i s 1nadeouate and therefore the 
asses sment is invalid. St at e ex r el . vs. Lamb, 26 s. rr. (2d) 
83. 

However, Section 9946, Amended Laws 1933, page 424, 
among other t hings provides as follows : 

~In all oases \T.bera any a ssessor or 
ass essors , ••*-.;*shall have ass essed and 
levied t axes, ****on any r eal estate, accord­
ing to law, whether the same be delinquent 
or otherwise, ~ until ~ sS@e ~ ~ 
~ coll ected# with all costs, interests 
and penalties thereon, ****the county court 
ot any county shall ~ full J>OHr t o 
gorrect ~ errors which may appear in 
connection therewith, whether ot valuation, 
subject to the provisions ot the Constitution 
ot this state, !?:£ Ql description***''*'**~• 
or other~1se**** · Any description or 
de ~ignat1on ot pr operty tor assessment pur­
poses bT which it may be identified or 
located shall be a. sufficient and Yalid 
description or desi gna tion. " 

We find that the county court of St . Francois County 
a t the May Term 1936 t corrected the description of the tract of 
land in question, ann for the purpose of this opinion we assume 
that t he corrected description is accurate. 

As to the right of the county court to compromise these 
t axes for f ifty cents on the dollar , we call your a ttention 
to cePta1n provisions of Section 995 ' , Laws ot Mi ssouri 1933, 
page 427, covering the right of t he county court to compromise 
taxes on real estate: 

"Whenever it shall appear to the county 
court , *****that any tract of land or town 
lot contained 1n said ' back tax book ' or 
recorded list of delinquent land and lots 
in the collector' s of fice is not worth the 
amount of ta~es , interes t ~ cost due 
thereon, ****~*or t hat the same would not 
sell t or the amount of such taxeaL interest 
cost it shall be lawful tor the said court 
****ito compromise sa i d t axes wit h the owner 
of said tract or lot, ~,..*** ~··t . u 



llr . Thomas A. lla thews - 3- August 31 , 1936. 

The assessor is required to assess all property at its 
true val ue. There 1s a preslmpt1on thut officers have proper l y 
performed their duty. The County Court is without authority 
to reduce the value on this real estate, or to accept less 
than the full amou.nt of taxes penalties and interest thereon 
except 1n the two instances provided for in Section 9950. 

This off ice is therefore or the opinion that the 
county properly corr~cted the description ot t hi s land aaA 
tha t the county court is without authority to compromise the 
taxes t h P.reon except 1n accordance with Section 9950, Laws or 
U1s sour1 1933, page 427. 

APPROVED: 

JOHN W- Rof4FtiAR, Jr. , 
(Acting) Attorney General 

FER:D 

Respectfully submitted, 

FRANKLIN E. REAGAN, 
As sistant At torney General 


