
OFFICERS: 

COUNTIES : 

- . -

County must f urnish and pay for reasonable 
office expenses of county officials. 

. ,.ucust 8 , 1936. 

Hon. ThoJt.aa A. r:atthe'\V's , 
Prosecuti ng '~ttorney , 
St . Francois County , 
:b~anrl.ngton , 1.iss ouri • 

.Dear Sir: 

,e ucknowledge recei pt of your inquiry which is 
as follows : 

"~. Joe Grandhomme , Gollector o:r 
evenue of St . 2rancois County , ~issouri , 

asked that I r ite ~nd obtLin fro_ you an 
opinion on t he fo llowinL: 

" ~lhether or not the County Court must or 
may a llow expenoes for office of ex-officio 
TI'et surer , or \ihether s uch construction 
~ust be } l acod upon Section 12132a, pace 
339 , ..Jession .i .. cts of the ycs..r 1933 . " 

.le construe your questioa to be, what are the l ega l 
rights of the Collector of the hevenue and B~-officio 
Treasurer of St . Francois County Hith respect to being re­
i mbursed by t he county for expenses reasonably incurred by 
him in the perforoance or his officia l dutiea? 

The law passed by t he 1933 Legisleture relating to 
the conso l idation of the of ices o:r Treasurer Pnd Collector 
in certain counties (La·ps of 1933, ":>a~e 338 ) does not dea l 
~th the questi on of exoenses of the office. It ~rely pro­
Tide• f or t he consol idation in certain instances of the two 
oftio .. , and in counties hRvinr e populn tion of less than 
forty thousend inhabitants provides that t he County Collector 
shall take over a l l tr ~ duties of the Treasurer , end shall 
be not only County Colle~tor but ~-officio Treasurer , and 
shall perfor L the duties a tta ched t o both offices with no 
additionul remuneration beyond th t ~ 11owed as County 
Collector . 
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Section 12138 ot sc id Laws evidently is de ling with 
the co~ensation of Treasurers of counties other than those 
fallinc within tho class we "lre no'h' discussinc., and for the 
purposes her e vre D Sf''llrle thPt St . FrPncois County does not operate 

. under township organization and is 1=1 county the population of 
which , accordin? to the last decennial United States census, ie 
shown to be less than forty thousand inh~bitants . 

The question you asked has b ~en nassed on by the courta 
in ~1ssouri . In .. he case of Evi.ng v . Vernon County , 216 l.~o . 
681, the court had under co nsiderr tion the right cf the Recorder 
ot Vernon County to recover money th~t he had raid out tor 
janitor services in caring for the Recorder'& office . At page 
6~3 t he court sgys: 

".liinally, we shr..ll assu....e that ~ong 
civ111zeu people upproved udvances and 
results in scientifi c research make Janitor 
services in ~ublic offices (i . e . , the pre­
vention of the propabation ~nd spread of 
dis~asc fro~ filth) , a ncce&sity, and th~t 
t he Legi slature knew and gLve effect to 
tha t fac t." 

The court further s ays tha t buildings for Clerks ' and 
.ecoruers ' offices 

"beinh for the preserv~tion of t~e records 
of the county , how could this wain idea 
have effect if tnose records are not to be 
kept free fro!r. deterioration fron fi l t h? 
Is the general pub lic not interested in 
and benefitted by clean windows , clean 
floors, clean furniture, cleen spittoons, 
beat in winter end w~oleso ~ , healthy air 
at o l l ti~es in public offices~ It is useless 
to er eue thct question. It ~nswere itselt . • 

And in thPt case the county was r~quired to reimburse t he 
Recor aer for such oney r r csonPbly expended by him in procuring 
tl.e services of the jEmitor in nroperly carinG for the offi ce . 

In the _ .ore recent c se of Bucho.nan v . ~(' lls C )unt y, ( 1920) 
283 o. 10, the 3upr~e Court of ~.i ssouri held t hat the county 
was under t l e liability to pay beck to the County Treasurer the 
money treretofore ex:ende~ by her in payinc rent for the Treasurer ' s 
office durin& her incumbency, saying 1 . c . 15: 
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~It was the duty or the appellant t o 
furnish respondent wit h suitable office 
s pa ce , heat , lights and janitor service. " 

And further , 1. c. 17: 

''* * • we think the jury should be in­
structed that i f the appe l lant f a iled to 
provi de for t he use of respondent rea sonably 
suitable space in t h e courthouse or elsewhere 
in the county s eat in which to naintain her 
of fice and t r ansact he r officia l business, 
then respondent ha d the right to provide 
such office, and to provide heat , light 
and janitor service t herefor , and that t he 
county is bound t o pay the reasonable cost 
of the same." 

Fro~ the principl es applied and t he hol dings in the 
above two ca ses , i t woula se~ tha~ the county is under the lega l 
li ability b.nd obli &E..t i on to p rovide tor t h e holde~ of a public 
county off ice a ll of t he rea s9nabl y required e quipment to pro­
perl y diachar be the QUtiea of 8UCn office, and t het the County 
Collector and Ex-of f icio ~reasurcr ia so entitled t o have fur­
nished for h~ by t he county r ea sonable janitor services , books 
and records, s tationery, postate stamps, i nK , and off ice e~uip­
ment, and t hs.t 1r t r,e county r ails to so provide the same, such 
officer may provide therefor and recover rroJ.l t ho county the 
reasonable cost of so providing therefor . 

Yours ver y truly , 

DRAKE ~lATSON, 
As~ : atant Attorney General . 

APrROVEl> : 

J OHN .l . HOFn::Aii, 
(Actinb) tttorney General . 

D.t : .. 


